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GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL 

What Does the Lord Require of You? 70
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*The. three melodic phrases may be sung consecutively, as a canon, or in any combination.

This text is a very slight paraphrase of the latter part of Micah 6:8. That verse sums up in a single sentence 
the legal, ethical, and covenantal requirements of religion. The intertwining of these commitments can be 
suggested by singing these phrases in an overlapping canon. 

TEXT and MUSIC: Jim Strathdee, 1986 
Text and Music © 1986 Desert Flower Music 
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STEWARDSHIP AND CREATION 

5 Gra-cious God, we bring be-fore you 
gifts of hu-man life a-lone, 

6 Christ, the Word be-fore cre-a-tion 
as cre-a-tion's fin-al goal, 

Truth that throbs through song and sto-ry, 
vi-sions caught in paint and stone:
These, 0 God, we glad-ly of-fer,
gifts to praise the Giv-er's name.

Once you came for earth's re-demp-tion; 
by your Spir-it make earth whole. 
Then, 0 God, the new cre-a-tion 
will your praise for-ev-er sing. 

God Marked a Line and Told the Sea 568 
Thomas H. Troeger, 1986 Job 38:1-11; Gen. 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

marked a line and told the sea its 
set one lim it in the glade where 

The line, the lim it, and the law are 
But, dis - con - tent with fi - nite powers, we 
We are not free when we're con - fined to 

surg - ing tides and waves were free To trav - el up the 
tempt-ing, fruit ed branch -es swayed. And that first lim it 
pat - terns meant to help us draw 

reach to take what is not ours 
ev - ery wish that sweeps the mind. 

slop - ing strand not to 0 -
stands be - hind the lim - its that 
life re - quires and all the things 
claim by force and swerve from life's 
we ac - cept the sa - cred bounds 

Thomas Troeger has provided the following commentary on this 
text: "It was written as a polemical poem to counter spurious 
ideas of freedom as undisciplined license, and to affirm how the 
profoundest liberty involves a sense of boundaries and 
structure. " 

Words Copyright© 1989, Oxford University Press, Inc. 

A bound be - tween what 
And then de - fend our 
But free when free - ly 

r 
ver take the land. 
the law de - fined. 
our heart de - sires. 
in tend - ed course. 
that must be kept. 

Tune: KEDRON L.M. 
Attrib. to Elkanah Kelsay Dare in 

Amos Pilsbury's United States Harmony, 1799 
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hair," she said, "I'll wipe it a-way with my hair." 
gold," he said, "you could buy with the sil - ver and gold." 

(2 "0) 
(3 "To-) 
(4 Said) 
(5 "The) 

way," she said, "my love who is go - ing a - way." 
still," he said, "my bo - dy I leave with you still." 

5 "The poor of the world are my bod-y," 
he said, 

"to the end of the world they shall be. 
The bread and the blan-kets you give 

to the poor 
you will know you have giv-en to me," 

he said, 
"you'll know you have giv-en to me." 

(6-way.") 

6 "My bod-y will hang on the cross 
of the world 

to-mor-row," he said, "not to-day. 
And Mar-tha and Mar-y will find me 

a-gain 
and wash all my sor-row a-way," 

he said, 
"and wash all my sor-row a-way." 

Lord Jesus, Who through Forty Days 211 
Claudia F. I. Hemaman, 1873; alt. Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 

1 Lord Je - sus, who through for - ty days for us did fast and pray, 
2 As you with Sa - tan did con-tend, and did the vic-tory win, 
3 And through these days of pen - i - tence, and through this Pas-sion - tide, 
4 A - bide with us, till when this life of suf - fering shall be past, 

Teach us with you to mourn our sins, and 
0 give us strength to per - se - vere, in 

Yes, ev - er - more, in life and death, 0 
An Eas - ter of un - end - ing joy we

Unflagging in her zeal for religious education of children, 
Claudia F. I. Hemaman wrote some 150 hymns. This one 
appeared in her Child's Book of Praise (1873). 

close by you to stay. 
you to con-quer sin. 
Christ, with us a - bide. 
may at - tain at last. 

Tune: ST. FLA VIAN C.M. 

Day's The Whole Booke of Psalms, 1562 
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