
GOD 

12 I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
Ps. 136:5-9; James 1:17 Isaac Watts, 1715; alt. 

Descant 

3 On earth there's not a plant or flower but makes your glo - ry known. 

1 I 

2 I 

3 On 

sing the might - y power of God that 

sing the good-ness of our God that 

earth there's not a plant or flower but 

made the moun-tains rise, 

filled the earth with food; 

makes your glo - ry known. 

The clouds a - rise and spread their showers by or - der from your throne. 

That spread the flow-ing seas a - broad, and built the loft - y 

God formed the crea-tures with a word, and then pro - nounced them 

The clouds a - rise and spread their showers by or - der from your 

skies. 

good. 

throne. 

All life is but a gift from you and ev - er in your care; 

I sing the wis -dom that or - dained the sun to rule the day; 

Oh, how your won-ders are dis - played, wher - e'er I tummy eye: 

All life is but a gift from you and ev - er in your care; 

The tune Ellacombe was named for a place in Devonshire, 
England. It was first published in a collection of tunes used 
in the private chapel of the Duke ofWirtemberg, and was 
possibly sung with the text "Ave Maria, kliirer." 

Tune: ELLACOMBE C.M.D. 
Gesangbuch der herzoglichen 

Wirtembergischen katholischen Hofkapelle, 1784 
Descant, The New Century Hymnal, 1993 



peo-ple 

The moon shines full at 

If I sur - vey the 

Wher - ev - er peo-ple 

gath - er, you, 0 

God's com-mand, and 

ground I tread, or 

gath - er, you, 0 

GOD 

God, are pres - ent there. 

all the stars o -

gaze up - on the 

God, are pres-ent 

bey. 

sky! 

there. 

0 My Soul, Bless Your Creator 13 
Anon. Ps. 103 

United Presbyterian Book of Psalms, 1871; alt. 

1 0 my soul, bless your Cre - a - tor; all with-in me bless God's name; 
2 God for-gives all your trans -gres-sions, all who suf - fer, gen - tly heals; 

3 Far as east from west is dis - tant, God has put a - way our sin; 
4 As it was with - out be - gin - ning, so it lasts with - out an end; 

5 Un - to all who keep God's cov-enant and are stead-fast in God's way; 

Bless your Mak - er, and for- get not 
God re- deems you from de-struc-tion, 

Like a moth - er and a fa - ther, 

To their chil - dren's chil-dren ev - er 

Un - to all who still re-mem-ber 

Psalm 103, a beautiful psalm of thanksgiving for God's 
forgiveness and steadfast love, is summed up in the lines of this 
hymn. The author of the paraphrase is unknown. 

all God's mer - cies to pro-claim. 
and with you so kind-ly deals. 

God com - pas - sion - ate has been. 

shall God's righ - teous - ness ex - tend: 

God's com-mand-ments and o - bey. 

Tune: STUTTGART 8.7.8.7. 
Attrib. to Christian F. Witt 

Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha, 1715 



STEWARDSHIP AND CREATION 

567 Stars and Planets Flung in Orbit 
Ps.148 Herman G. Stuempfie, Jr., 1989 

1 Stars and plan - ets flung in or bit, gal - ax - ies that
2 Skies a - domed with sun - set splen dor, si - lent peaks in 
3 Life in won - drous, wild pro -

4 Hu-man - kind, earth's deep-est 

swirl through space, Pow - ers 

calm re - pose, Gold - en 

flower and tree, Beast and 

touched by grace, Tom a -

cells that form an in - fant's 
foam - ing surf and fra - grant 

soar - ing bird, re - joic - ing,

yet a sin - gle, striv - ing

si - Jenee praise you; by your 

clothed with beau - ty, ech - oes 

join in cho - rus, prais-ing 

trace your im - age, add our 

J 

Herman G. Stuempfie, Jr., began his ministry as a parish pastor. 
His long association with Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Gettysburg began in 1962 when he joined the faculty as professor 
of preaching, and continued until 1989 when he retired as 
president emeritus. 

fu sion, seed and fruit, each 
tery, born of dust but 

hid with - in the at - om, 

fields a - wait - ing har - vest, 
fish and swarm-ing in - sect, 
part by tongue and col - or, 

face: These, 0 God, in 
rose: Earth, its boun - ty 
free: These, your crea - tures, 

race: We, in whom you 

wis - dom they are made. 

all ere - a - tion's praise. 

you in word-less song. 
words to na - ture's song. 

Tune: LAUDA ANIMA 8.7.8.7.8.7. 

John Goss, 1869 

� 



STEWARDSHIP AND CREATION 

5 Gra-cious God, we bring be-fore you 
gifts of bu-man life a-lone, 

6 Christ, the Word be-fore cre-a-tion 
as cre-a-tion's fin-al goal, 

Truth that throbs through song and sto-ry, 
vi-sions caught in paint and stone:
These, 0 God, we glad-ly of-fer,
gifts to praise the Giv-er's name.

Once you came for earth's re-demp-tion; 
by your Spir-it make earth whole. 
Then, 0 God, the new cre-a-tion 
will your praise for-ev-er sing. 

God Marked a Line and Told the Sea 568 
Thomas H. Traeger, 1986 Job 38:1-11; Gen. 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

marked a line and told the sea Its 
2 God set one lim it in the glade where 
3 The line, the lim it, and the law are 
4 But, dis - con - tent with fi - nite powers, we 
5 We are not free when we're con - fined to 

surg - ing tides and waves were free To trav - el up the 
tempt-ing, fruit ed branch- es swayed. And that first lim - it 
pat - terns meant to help us draw 

reach to take what is not ours 
ev - ery wish that sweeps the mind. 

slop - ing strand not to 0 -

stands be - hind the lim - its that 
life re - quires and all the things 
claim by force and swerve from life's 
we ac - cept the sa - cred bounds 

Thomas Traeger has provided the following commentary on this 
text: "It was written as a polemical poem to counter spurious 
ideas of freedom as undisciplined license, and to affirm how the 
profoundest liberty involves a sense of boundaries and 
structure. " 

Words Copyright© 1989, Oxford University Press, Inc. 

A bound be - tween what 
And then de - fend our 
But free when free - ly 

ver take the land. 
the law de - fined. 
our heart de - sires. 
in tend - ed course. 
that must be kept. 

Tune: KEDRON L.M. 
Attrib. to Elkanah Kelsay Dare in 

Amos Pilsbury's United States Harmony, 1799 




