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I. Stewardship’s Essence: Thanksgiving for the
Blessed Life of Grace
• Give thanks to the Lord, for he
is good; his love endures
forever." 1 Chronicles 16:34
• I have given every green plant
for food.’ And it was so. God
saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very
good

The Abundant Life Includes a Calling
• The LORD God took the man
and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep
it. (Genesis 2:15)
• God blessed them, and God
said to them, ‘Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth
(Genesis 1:28)
• “Keep”=stewards
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The Abundant Life…meant for all
“…you give them something to eat.” (Mark 6:37)
• …I have come that they might
have life and have it
abundantly” (John 10:10).
• Personal Sacrifice
• …present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship.”
Romans

I John 3:16-18
• We know love by this, that he
laid down his life for us—and
we ought to lay down our lives
for one another. How does
God’s love abide in anyone
who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need
and yet refuses help?

• Little children, let us love, not
in word or speech, but in truth
and action.

Questions?
Recap:
• Stewardship as Thanksgiving
• Grows Out of Abundant Life & a
Loving God
• Leads to Sacrificial Giving
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II. Brick’s Call: God’s Purpose for Wealth
• “Remember the Lord your
God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, so that
he may confirm his covenant
that he swore to your
ancestors”. Deuteronomy 8:18

Wealth to Fulfill God’s Covenant

• Abraham: “very rich in
livestock, in silver, and in
Gold.” (Gen 13:2)
• Joshua: “You meant it for
evil…the Lord meant it for
good. (Genesis 50:20)
Gustav Dore

God’s Mission for Brick
• Budget and Stewardship
Process driven by our mission
from God
• Align our assets toward our
mission horizon…

• Focus on giving in addition to
pledging
• Year round interpretation tying
giving to our mission

• Make Financial Connections
Explicit to these priorities
from Strategic Plan
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Align to Our Vision
• Spiritual Vitality: Strengthen
spiritual vitality to be better
servants of Christ
• Stewardship: Protect longevity
of the church through
improved stewardship
• Outreach: Extend reach into
community to expand church

• Nurture: show forth the love
our Christ through
compassionate nurture for the
community at every stage of
life
• Day School: Continue to
cultivate and enhance our
relationship with the Day
School

God’s Call for Brick:
Recap
• Wealth serves God’s
mission
• Align our stewardship
and budget process
toward mission
• Focus on stewardship
and giving

• Questions?

III. My Personal Stewardship: Where Your
Treasure Is…There will your heart be also…
Wealth as a means to
“happiness”
• The Rich young fool Luke
12:13-21 “You fool! This very
night your life is being
demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared,
whose will they be?” So it is
with those who store up
treasures for themselves but
are not rich towards God.’
Rembrandt: Rich Young Fool
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Giving needs to reflect a heart of faith
Make An Effort!
• For if the willingness is
there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has,
not according to what one
does not have. – 2
Corinthians 8:12

My Personal Stewardship: Where Your
Treasure Is…There will your heart be also…
Blessed to Be a Blessing
• and in due time your wife
Sarah will have a son…Is
anything too wonderful for
the Lord?! (Genesis 18:10)

(Abraham Serving Three Angels: Rembrandt
1646)

My Personal Stewardship: Where Your
Treasure Is…There will your heart be also…
Abundant Giving leads to
Abundant Life
• Questions?
• Some give freely, yet grow all
the richer; others withhold
what is due, and only suffer
want. (Proverbs 11:24)
• May be spiritual or financial
blessing
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