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[image: ]April is Earth Month – How are you caring for the Earth?  By Anne Morawski
On April 22, 1970, in my Senior year of high school, a few friends and I organized an Assembly for the first Earth Day.  My favorite part was wearing a Peter Max scarf I had gotten for Christmas.  51 years later, as part of the RMS Creation Care Team I am still working with others to change “how people treat the Earth, from being consumers to advocates, realizing that we are part of creation and what we do to the Earth we do to ourselves.” (RMS CCT Mission statement).  Anyone interested in caring for creation is welcome to join the Team.  
We are preparing a Service of the Word and Prayer that will premiere on our Facebook page and the Synod Vimeo channel at noon on Earth Day, using resources from the new hymnal supplement All Creation Sings (6) Rocky Mountain Synod Creation Care Team | Facebook)  Pray for the Earth on Earth Day and share the video in your congregation.  On Tuesday April 27th at 5:00 pm there will be a conversation about the Resolution and Memorial we have written for the Synod Assembly.  
If you have Netflix, check out the documentary film: Kiss the Ground.  It tells about the importance of regenerative farming to restore the soil that has been destroyed by industrial farming, monoculture, and pesticides.  Living soil is not only better for our food, it also can help remove enormous amounts of carbon from the atmosphere and reduce greenhouse gasses.  There are lots of ways for us to care for God’s good creation and lots of work to do.  Here are a few more resources: 
· Lutherans Restoring Creation www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org  is a grassroots program designed to encourage the ELCA to incorporate care for creation into its full life and mission at all expressions – congregationally, synodically and nationally. Resources include a manual to “green” your congregation and the Energy Stewards program to help congregations reduce their energy use, cut costs and protect the environment. 
· All Creation www.allcreation.org 
· Creation Justice Ministries www.creationjustice.org  
· Interfaith Power and Light www.interfaithpowerandlight.org  
· Earth Ministry www.earthministry.org 
· Green Faith www.greenfaith.org 
· Energy Star for Congregations www.energystar.gov/congregations  
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