
Assembly Snapshot  

Opening worship 
The opening worship of the 2017 Synod 
Assembly was a true embodiment of being 
Christ’s Church, Better Together! Worship  
took place at First United Methodist Church in 
Colorado Springs. The Right Reverend Rob 
O’Neill, Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 
Colorado presided over the Eucharist. The 
assembly heard greetings from full-
communion partners in the  United Methodist 
Church, Presbyterian Church (USA), United 
Church of Christ, as well as the African 
Methodist Episcopal and the Colorado 
Council of Churches. 

Vice-President Election 
Rocky Mountain Synod Vice-President Earline 
Bohling was re-elected for a second term. 
 
Financials 
The 2016 fiscal year ended January 31, 2017.  
The closing figures show total income of 
$2,596,453 and expenses of $2,611,234.  
Thus, for the year we showed a deficit of 
$14,781.  We are grateful for the generous 
partnership with our congregations, which 
provided 91.6%  of  the income with 8.4% 
coming from our churchwide expression. 

Thank you Cheryl! 
Cheryl Almquist joined the staff of the Office 
of the Bishop in August of 1995 and has 
served as the finance administrator with a 
quiet dedication for almost 22 years. Cheryl 
will begin a new chapter when she retires the 
end of May. Thank you for your service 
Cheryl!
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Assembly Reflection: 

Becoming the 
Samaritan  

by Richard Gianzaro 
     As we moved through the worship and 
business of the church I found an 
affirmation in my commitment to the 
ELCA through the messages of our 
Bishop, a play, and a message from 
AMMPARO.   
     With three years of full-time seminary 
behind me, and now a fourth year of 
internship, my heart was moved in the 
expressions of our church together.   
     However imperfect, the expressions of 
congregation, synod, and churchwide 
reminded me of why and how I was led 
to join our church. Our Bishop’s 
exhortation to root ourselves in scripture 
and service encouraged me to hold fast 
to the gift of our Lutheran expression of 
Christianity.  We may hold the mystery of 
human existence and the grace of God in 
tension with often competing internal 
and external opportunities and limits. 
     As we reflected on the story of the 
Good Samaritan I began to think about 
the often overlooked innkeeper. S/he 
received money from the Good 
Samaritan to help the wounded recover.  
Perhaps internship, and the journey 
through seminary toward ordination 
parallel my own candidacy.  I have some 
gifts to offer, but have my limits.  Like the 

innkeeper, I can receive the wounded 
and use those gifts and limits to welcome 
someone brought to the front door.  At 
the same time, another brings the 
wounded in and helps with the 
resources.   
     Reflecting through the story helped 
me connect with how our various 
expressions of leadership set candidates 
in place to train. We are ready to receive 
the wounded, bind up their wounds, and 
assist in the healing.  
     This work, however, depends on 
connection with others.  Our supervising 
pastors, candidacy committees, Bishops, 
and programs give us examples of the 
Good Samaritan we hope to become as 
rostered ministers. Sometimes we see 
examples of the Levite and priest who 
pass the wounded by. A cynical focus on 
those who passed by, however, breeds 
an unbalanced skepticism toward who 
we are as church together.   
     Encouraged by the re-connections 
with pastors and friends as well as new 
relationships, I remain focused on the 
Good Samaritan.  While I identify with the 
innkeeper, those engaged in ministry and 
service, like the Samaritan, continue to 
inspire me to become one myself.   

Richard Gianzero is a 
candidate for Word 
and Sacrament 
Ministry in the Rocky 
Mountain Synod and 
is completing his 
internship at Advent, 
Westminster, CO. Photo Credit: Dale Ladd-Horkey



Assembly celebrates 
Ministers of Word 
and Service 

    During the assembly closing 
worship, we celebrated the Order of 
Deacons—those who formally 
answered the call to a ministry of 
Word and Service. We thanked God 
for their dedication to the cong-
regations and ministries of the ELCA 
and the Rocky Mountain Synod.  
     The ministry of Word and Service 
has roots in the New Testament 
ministry of diakonia—servant ministry. 
The ministry personified by Jesus is 
diakonia. Servant ministry transforms 
leadership from power over others to 
empowerment of others. Stephen, 
Philip, and their team managed the 
distribution of food for the church in 
Jerusalem; Phoebe and Priscilla 
served the church in Cenchreae, 
Corinth, and Rome. 
     Although this ministry has taken 
different forms throughout the 
church's history, and many different 
names, its emphasis has always been: 
to give leadership to the church's 
mission, to serve people where they 
live, to create communities of 
mutuality and empowerment, to 
speak God's word to the world and in 
turn to speak the needs of the world 

to the church, to wash feet and 
work for change. 

As we celebrated the service of our 
Deacons, we prayed together that 
we might each embrace our call to 
servant ministry: 

     Gracious God, you command us 
to wash feet. The reality of this 
command is a humbling, dirty job. 
     Kindle in us, O God, the will and 
the strength to kneel when we want 
to stand, and to touch when we 
want to hide or run. 
     Grant us grace to live as your 
servant people.  Bless all who serve 
as Deacons, give them strength for 
the call and respect in their practice.  
     Rabbi Jesus, who taught us to 
serve, help us to Love mercy now. 
Do justly now. Walk humbly now.   
     Amen. 

AMMPARO is ELCA 
commitment to 
compassion & justice 

     The Churchwide Representative to 
the 2017 Assembly was Alaide Vilchis 
Ibarra, the Assistant Director for 
Migration Policy and Advocacy, 
where she coordinates with 
international and national experts in 
affected communities to advocate for 
fair and compassionate policies.  
     Alaide is a DREAMer who became 
a United States citizen in 2014. 
During the assembly Alaide 
presented the AMMPARO Strategy 
that was approved by 2016 
Churchwide Assembly. 

(From www.elca.org/AMMPARO) 

     The ELCA’s strategy to 
Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation 
and Opportunities (AMMPARO) was 
envisioned after witnessing the plight 

of children who are forced to flee 
their communities because of 
complex and interrelated reasons, 
including chronic violence, poverty, 
environmental displacement and lack 
of opportunities in El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala.  
     In a holistic, whole church 
response that connects international 
and US outcomes, the ELCA has 
developed this strategy based on the 
following commitments: 
• Uphold and guarantee basic 

human rights and safety of 
migrant children and their 
families 

• Address the root causes of 
migration in countries from 
Central America’s Northern 
Triangle and Mexico 

• Work toward just and humane 
policies affecting migrants in and 
outside the U.S. 

• Engage as a church body with all 
of its companions, affiliates, and 
partners to respond to the 
migration situation and its causes 
and to advocate for migrant 
children and their families.  

As brothers and sisters in Christ, the 
ELCA is called to bear witness to the 
conditions affecting so many 
communities and to work to find 
solutions that will acknowledge the 
humanity in all of God’s children. 
Learn more at: 
 www.elca.org/AMMPARO 

The Office of the Bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod, ELCA, is located on the campus of the RMS 
Lutheran Center, 7375 Samuel Drive, Denver, CO 80221. Connection editor is Erin Power: 
epower@rmselca.org. Website is rmselca.org. Facebook is facebook.com/rmselca. An 
electronic .pdf of this CONNECTION newsletter is posted at rmselca.org/newsletters.

AMMPARO is a holistic, whole 
church commitment by the 
ELCA, as a church in the world, 
to accompany children today 
and in the future. The word 
“amparo” in Spanish means the 
protection of a living creature 
from suffering or damage.

RMS Deacons affirming their call to ministry.

http://www.elca.org/AMMPARO
http://www.elca.org/AMMPARO
mailto:epower@rmselca.org
http://rmselca.org
http://facebook.com/rmselca
http://rmselca.org/newsletters
mailto:epower@rmselca.org
http://rmselca.org
http://facebook.com/rmselca
http://rmselca.org/newsletters

