Dear Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA,
 
One of the most meaningful opportunities we have as people of faith is to nurture young people and support families as they grow in faith, identity, and belonging. Whether you are a parent, guardian, caregiver, youth leader, pastor, educator, or congregation member, the ways we welcome and support LGBTQIA+ youth and their families can have a lasting impact. 
 
At ReconcilingWorks, we offer a variety of resources designed to help faith communities create environments where young people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions can thrive. We invite you to explore our Youth & Family Ministry resources and discover tools that can support learning, conversation, and faithful accompaniment. 
 
Resources for Youth and Family Ministry 
Our Youth & Family Ministry resource collection provides practical, faith-centered tools for congregations, families, and ministry leaders who want to create safer, more affirming spaces for LGBTQIA+ youth and their loved ones. 
 
Among the resources available, you will find: 
· Conversation Guides for Families 
Resources that help parents, caregivers, and family members engage in thoughtful and compassionate conversations about sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. These guides encourage listening, learning, and relationship-building rooted in love and faith.
 
· Support for LGBTQIA+ Youth 
Materials that help youth leaders and congregations better understand the experiences of LGBTQIA+ young people and respond with care, affirmation, and advocacy. These resources highlight the importance of creating communities where young people know they are beloved by God exactly as they are. 


· Faith Formation Resources 
Tools for integrating conversations about identity, belonging, justice, and God's love into youth ministry, confirmation programs, family ministry, and faith formation settings. These resources help connect faith and everyday life in meaningful ways. 


· Book and Media Recommendations 
Curated resources that can help youth, families, and ministry leaders continue learning through stories, personal experiences, and educational materials that center LGBTQIA+ voices and experiences. 


· Practical Hospitality Resources 
Guidance for creating welcoming environments in youth groups, church events, retreats, and family ministry settings, including ideas for language, inclusion practices, and community expectations that foster belonging for everyone. 
Why This Work Matters 
Research and lived experience continue to show that supportive families, affirming faith communities, and caring adults can make an extraordinary difference in the lives of LGBTQIA+ youth. When young people encounter churches that celebrate their gifts and affirm their identities, they are more likely to experience spiritual belonging, healthy relationships, and a deeper connection to God. 
 
Likewise, families often seek resources and support as they navigate questions about identity, faith, and inclusion. By providing education, encouragement, and practical tools, congregations can become places of healing, growth, and hope for entire families. 
 
Explore the Resources 
Whether you are looking for a resource to share with a family, planning a youth gathering, preparing for confirmation classes, or seeking to strengthen your congregation's ministry with young people, we encourage you to explore our Youth & Family Ministry resources. 
 
Visit the Youth & Family Ministry Resource Library: 
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/resources/yf/ 
 
Together, we can help ensure that every young person and every family knows they are welcomed, included, celebrated, and advocated for within the life of the church. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
ReconcilingWorks

