Prayer Around the Cross: For the Healing of Creation
Prayers on behalf of the whole creation, based on Psalms 104 and 145
 
Preparation
Written for two leader s (L1 and L2) and one or more light bearers.
A basket of tea lights may be placed at the door or persons at the door may give a tea light to each person who enters. Or tapers may be placed beside containers of sand around the cross (at the edges of the map). Chairs surround a large cross at the center of the room. Elements of creation can adorn the cross (flowers, branches, bowls of water, bird’s nest, fruit, vegetables, etc.). Or a standing cross may be placed at the center of a large floor map of the world. Find more information about using a floor map in Holden Prayer Around the Cross: Handbook to the Liturgy, third ed. (Augsburg Fortress, 2009), p. 116.
If this kind of liturgy is new to those gathered, a music leader may explain the nature of the singing (singing in the dark with no paper resource, chants sung repeatedly, etc.) The musician(s) teach any music that cannot easily be learned during the liturgy itself. Teach the call-and-response refrain for the litany: “For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God,” and the assembly’s response to each line of the verses: “God, renew” (Singing Our Prayer [SP] 12).
Lights are up if the opening song is from a printed resource; they are dimmed if it is not.
 
Gathering
L1: We gather tonight around the cross and a map of the world,
the world God creates, sustains, and loves.
We come to pray for the healing of creation.
We come to hear God’s promise to make all things new in Christ Jesus
There will be a time during our prayer when you may come
to the cross [on the map] at the center of the room.
You may stand or kneel or sit to pray,
light your candle, [place it anywhere on the map]
and remain as long as you desire.
If the opening hymn or song is sung from a printed resource:
After the opening song the lights will be dimmed
and our prayer will continue in semi-darkness.
After a time of silence, we will rise to sing.
Silence. Then the assembly may stand.
A song thanking and praising God for creation is sung.
Suggested hymns and songs:
Many and great, O God ELW 837
For the fruit of all creation ELW 679
God, whose farm is all creation ELW 734
God of the sparrow ELW 740
During the singing, a large lighted candle may be carried in and placed in a stand.
L2: Let us pray. (pause)
Blessed are you, O God,
creator of the universe.
You are gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and full of love.
Your compassion fills your whole creation.
With all your creatures,
we sing your praise and look to you for life,
through Jesus Christ,
in whom you make all things new,
now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated and the lights are brought down.
Silence is kept.
 
The cantor sings a Kyrie, the assembly joining as indicated.
Suggestions:
Kyrie eleison SP 21
Kyrie ELW 158
Light accompaniment may continue under the readings and then lead the assembly into singing the responses.
L1: God brings a charge against the people who live in the land. A reading from Hosea. (pause)
There is no faithfulness or loyalty,
and no knowledge of God in the land.
Swearing, lying, and murder,
and stealing and adultery break out;
bloodshed follows bloodshed.
Therefore the land mourns,
and all who live in it languish;
together with the wild animals
and the birds of the air,
even the fish of the sea are perishing. Hosea 4:1b-3
Refrain
L2: The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah concerning a drought. A reading from Jeremiah. (pause)
Judah mourns, and her gates languish;
they lie in gloom on the ground,
and the cry of Jerusalem goes up.
Her nobles send their servants for water;
they come to the cisterns,
they find no water,
they return with their vessels empty.
They are ashamed and dismayed
and cover their heads,
because the ground is cracked.
Because there has been no rain on the land
the farmers are dismayed;
they cover their heads.
Even the doe in the field forsakes her newborn fawn
because there is no grass. Jeremiah 14:1-5
Refrain
L2: A reading from Romans. (pause)
We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labor pains until now;
and not only creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies. Romans 8:22-23
Refrain
Silence
L1: Let us pray. (pause)
Look upon us with mercy, O God,
forgive our unfaithfulness,
our failure to respond to need and suffering,
our wasteful consumption and pollution of your creation,
and our negligence in tending and keeping what you have made.
Send forth your Spirit,
renew the face of the earth,
and restore in us the image of your love,
Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
 
Litany for Creation
L2: Let us name before God the wonders of creation, pleading for their protection, healing, and renewal through the life-giving power of the Spirit.
Litany: For the Healing of Creation (Singing Our Prayer 12) adapted from “Litany of the Saints” by John Becker. The cantor begins by singing through one verse, simply singing “God, renew,” and the people respond, “God, renew,” The cantor then sings out par ts of creation (based on Psalm 104), and the people respond “God, renew.” After several verses, the refrain “For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God” is sung as a call-and-response.
Silence
 
Invitation to the Cross
During this invitation the light bearer lights a single candle in the sand container set on each corner of the map. Or light bearers may stand at each of the four corners of the map, each holding a single lighted taper from which others can light their candles.
L1: When the singing begins, come as you are drawn to stand or kneel or sit [at the map] to pray.
If a map and tea lights are used:
Bring your candle.
Light it from one of the tapers at the corners of the map.
Place your candle on the map, on a part of creation for
which you pray.
If sandboxes and tapers are used:
Light a candle and place it in the sand.
Stay to pray as long as you desire.
You who remain seated,
lift your prayers in silence and in song.
Songs and ostinato chants are sung while people come forward to pray.
Suggested music:
O Lord, hear my prayer ELW 751, Taizé
Send forth your Spirit SP 36
Lumière de Dieu / Come, light of God SP 26
Salvator mundi, salva nos Taizé
Mayenziwe / Your will be done SP 27, ELW 741
 
Closing Prayer
When the prayers around the cross have come to a natural close and the music has ended, silence is kept. Then the leader gathers the prayers, commending them to God.
L2: Gathering our many prayers into one, let us pray. (pause)
You open wide your hand, O God,
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
You draw near to those who call upon you,
crying out from their hearts.
Hear our cries, receive our prayers,
and fill us with your blessing,
until needy no longer,
your whole creation sings your praise,
through your Son, Jesus Christ,
in whom you make all things new.
Amen.
 
Sending
L2: God all mighty, God most merciful
bless us, keep us, and grant us peace.
Amen.
L1: You may go quietly, in peace,
or remain to pray.
The room stays quiet and dark until all have finished praying. Music may continue a while after the dismissal or may end, leaving people to pray in silence.
 
NOTE ABOUT THE LITANTY FOR THE HEALING OF CREATION
These stanzas draw images from Psalm 104. You may add stanzas to this litany to include the particular places and plants, birds, trees, and animals—especially those threatened or endangered—that share your planetary neighborhood. For instance, those who live in the eastern part of Washington state might name the local rivers suffering from pollution and overdamming:
The Spokane River, God, renew.
The Snake and Yak-ima, God, renew.
The Walla Walla, God, renew.
The great Co-lum-bia, God, renew.
More stanzas and more rivers could be added, as well as lakes and streams, glaciers, estuaries, and aquifers in the region.
 
From Susan Briehl and Tom Witt, Holden Prayer Around the Cross: Handbook to the Liturgy, third ed. (Augsburg Fortress, 2009), pp. 123–130. Singing Our Prayer: A Companion to Holden Prayer Around the Cross (Augsburg Fortress, 2009) is available in full score and assembly editions, and as an audio CD. www.augsburgfortress.org
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