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Dear Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA,
 
At ReconcilingWorks, we believe that God's beloved community is one where every person is welcomed, included, celebrated, and advocated for. Living into this commitment invites us to continually expand our understanding of the beautiful diversity of God's creation, including people living with disabilities and neurodivergent people.
 
Disability justice is deeply connected to our work for LGBTQIA+ inclusion. Our communities are made up of people with intersecting identities, experiences, and access needs. When we make our congregations more accessible, challenge ableism, and listen to the experiences of disabled and neurodivergent people, we strengthen our commitment to creating a church where everyone can fully participate and flourish.
 
We invite you to explore the resources in our Advocacy for People Living with Disabilities & Neurodiversity collection. These tools can support individual learning, congregational conversations, and practical changes in how we gather, worship, and care for one another.
 
Explore, Learn, and Take Action
Our Justice Resources collection offers a starting point for learning about disability advocacy and neurodiversity. As you explore these materials, we encourage you to consider how your congregation can move beyond welcome toward meaningful access, participation, and leadership.
Here are a few important areas for reflection:
· Understanding disability justice: Explore how barriers within our buildings, worship practices, programs, and community expectations can prevent full participation.
· Learning about neurodiversity: Grow in understanding of different ways people think, communicate, learn, and experience the world. Consider how faith formation, worship, and community gatherings can honor those differences.
· Creating accessible faith communities: Reflect on physical accessibility, sensory needs, communication, and the importance of offering multiple ways to participate.
· Centering lived experiences: Listen to disabled and neurodivergent people, honor their expertise, and ensure they have meaningful opportunities to shape congregational life.
These are suggested areas for reflection rather than a verified item-by-item description of the webpage's resources.
 
Explore the collection: 
Advocacy for People Living with Disabilities & Neurodiversity 
 
On the webpage, scroll down to the blue section:
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From Learning to Action
As you engage these resources, we invite you to bring the conversation into your congregation, council, youth ministry, or small group.
 
Ask yourselves: Who is able to participate fully in our community? Whose needs have we not yet considered? How are disabled and neurodivergent people helping shape our ministries? What is one meaningful change we can make to remove barriers and expand participation?
 
Our faith calls us not simply to make room for people, but to recognize that every person is an essential part of the body of Christ.
 
May these resources inspire deeper learning, compassionate conversations, and courageous action as we continue working toward a church where all of God's beloved people can flourish. 
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With gratitude, 
 
ReconcilingWorks
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