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My start and participation with the Melissa Lucio case was truthfully sprung on me. 
Coincidentally at a time where I was enrolled in Foundations of Lawyering, a pilot program 
taught by then-Professor David A. Grenardo, who now serves as the Associate Director of the 
Holloran Center for Ethical Leadership in the Professions at the University of St. Thomas School 
of Law. This program was geared towards identifying our calling as law students as we march 
through the pathway of the profession that is becoming a lawyer.  
 
I remember growing up as a child hearing about the Melissa Lucio case, though I was too young 
to truly understand what was going on or the harsh reality of what she was up against, which 
was a system that was ready to set her up for defeat and allow her to take the blame for what 
was deemed a crime, but was an unfortunate accident. Melissa Lucio and I both come from the 
Rio Grande Valley, the most southern part of Texas that borders Mexico. Melissa had a troubled 
life; she was physically and sexually abused by male family members and former partners of her 
mother, was raised in a low-income area, and had multiple children. During the moving process 
from one home to another, her youngest daughter Mariah fell down a flight of stairs. With no 
apparent injuries and having a pre-existing condition that affected the way Mariah stood and 
walked, she wasn’t taken to get looked at just for precautionary measures. Two days later, 
Mariah was put down for a nap, and she didn’t wake up. Melissa was shortly thereafter taken 
into custody and was interrogated without food and water for close to seven hours, she had just 
found her daughter lying there, dead, and police utilized this vulnerable moment in time to 
coerce her into making a statement. The then-District Attorney was up for re-election in 
Cameron County, Texas. He wanted to look harsh on crime. When Melissa was charged with 
Capital Murder, the District Attorney sought punishment through the Death Penalty. Melissa 
was then the first Latina woman in Texas who would be executed.  
 
Melissa’s execution date was set for April 27, 2022. I began my participation with Melissa’s 
awareness campaign in late-January, as her family, along with the nonprofit organization, Death 
Penalty Action, conducted a media tour across the state of Texas. Now as a law student, I 
utilized the tools I have developed while in law school to not merely say “the death penalty is 
wrong,” but I wanted to know why I felt so passionate about this case in order to advocate for 
this woman. As I investigated her case more, I realized that her and my mother shared a very 
parallel story. My mother, who is also currently incarcerated and was wrongfully convicted, 
serves as my inspiration behind my attending law school. Both women were convicted in the Rio 
Grande Valley, Melissa in Cameron County, my mother in Hidalgo County. Both women were 
charged with capital murder, by which the same alleged-forensics expert who did not conduct a 
thorough analysis on either case and simply relied on the State’s report of what they needed her 
to prove. Both of their trials were conducted during an election season, and by the time both 
women had their opportunity in court, the media had grabbed a hold of their stories and 
portrayed them in an unfavorable light.  
 
It was because of these overlapping instances between Melissa’s case and my mother’s that I 
soon became more and more passionate about wanting to save an innocent woman. I began 
attending zoom meetings, placing signs across San Antonio and attending rallies to raise 
awareness across our community in town. At the law school, I along with other students put on 
letter writing campaigns to the Texas Board of Pardons & Parole, Governor Greg Abbott’s Office, 



and the now-District Attorney in Cameron County, advocating for them to stay Melissa’s 
execution as new evidence has since developed to prove her innocence. Countless interviews 
were done with our local news outlets here in San Antonio that soon generated to reaching 
across the State of Texas, and ultimately became a nationally televised case across all major 
news networks. Influential people such as Congressman Joaquin Castro; Dolores Huerta, an 
American labor leader and civil rights activist; and even Kim Kardashian spoke out about the 
unjust that would soon be faced by Melissa Lucio if we did not do all we could as free people to 
advocate for her stay and her innocence. 
 
With two days to spare, waiting for the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles to make their 
recommendation to Governor Abbott, a shocking decision was rendered from the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals. The Court stayed her execution on April 25, 2022 and ordered the 138th 
Judicial District Court of Cameron County to consider the evidence of her innocence. We now 
sit here and wait for an update on her case as to when and if an oral argument will be granted, 
and to see any movement come about on her case. For now, we are at peace knowing Melissa 
has earned time and is not fighting against the clock. Tears flowed and it still gets me emotional 
to think about it. I entered law school with the desire to serve as a voice for the voiceless. I 
chose to attend a Marianist university for the social justice aspect that I felt would help develop 
me into the advocate and leader I aspire to be. Now as a third-year law student, I believe having 
that ounce of glimmer and hope shed from Melissa Lucio’s story has given me faith that I am on 
the right track to help so many other individuals who are up against a system that at times is not 
always fair and just.  


