
Marian/Marianist Days and Feast Days 
January 2020 
 

Date Feast Description 

1 
 
 

Mary, Mother of God Of all the Marian feasts of the Church, this one has a primary place. 
It celebrates Mary's role in the Incarnation and in redemption. In this 

role, her special relationship with her son is emphasized, and she is 
acknowledged as a model of the Church.  
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 Mary, 
in the humdrum of this day, or in its busy pace; 
in tedium or in frenzy, walk and work with us, 
who, under your protection 
dedicate our lives to God’s service. 
Teach us to remember, 
to treasure, and to ponder 
God’s great and wonderful deeds 
of times gone by, 
so that we may recognize God’s powerful deeds of today 
and be ready and willing to cooperate fully with all  
God would work in our midst. 
Amen. 
 

Marianist Family Prayer Book, vol. 2 
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10 Blessed Adèle de Batz de 
Trenquelléon 
Foundress of the Marianist 
Sisters and the Marianist 
Family 

Blessed Adèle de Batz de Trenquelléon, founder of the Marianist 
Sisters, was born in 1789 and died on this date in 1828.  She was 

beatified on June 10, 2018 in Agen, France. 
 
 

 O God, source of all holiness, 
we thank you for filling the heart of your servant Adèle 
with an ardent missionary spirit with which she spread 
the Gospel of love for Christ and his mother, Mary. 
Lord, help us to follow her in being a sign of your live for 
all our brothers and sisters, 
Amen. 

Marianist Family Prayer Book, vol. 2 
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__________________ 
 

Adèle did not set out to be a model for anyone. She sought only to do the will of her loving God. And, 
like the Mother of Jesus eighteen hundred years earlier, in so doing she allowed God to do great things 

in her. Her life, her work, and especially her ideas and her ideals can continue to inspire us today.” 
 

from Adèle, Aristocrat for the Poor 
by Joseph Stefanelli, SM 



 

22 Blessed William Joseph 
Chaminade 
Founder of the Society of Mary 
and the Marianist Family 

“We feel called to give new vitality to the witness of Blessed William 
Joseph’s life and teachings. We recall his special sensitivity to the 

world in which he lived and his missionary 
passion toward the world he loved. It is our task now to incarnate in 

our lives that legacy which, with his beatification, is a gift for the 
whole Church.” 

from Sent by the Spirit, #2 
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 O Lord our God, 
to make you better 
known, loved, and served 
thanks to our alliance 
with Mary, 
let us present 
to the world 
the spectacle of a people of saints. 
 

from “Walking with William Joseph Chaminade,” p. 77 
by Roger Bichelberger 

Feb 
2 

Foundation of Marianist Lay 
Communities’ anniversary 

Chaminade returned to France and Bordeaux in November of 1800. 
Within a month, he, with a couple young men, started the 
beginnings of the Sodality, or what today we call the MLC or 
Marianist Lay Community. 
 
Later, in 1814, he wrote to Adèle de Batz de Trenquelléon about it: 
"Fourteen years ago I returned to France as Missionary Apostolic 
throughout our unhappy land, subject, however to the approval of 
various Ordinaries. There seemed to me no better way of exercising 
these functions than by establishing a sodality like the one now 
existing. Each sodalist, of whatever sex, age or condition in life is 
required to become an active member of the mission."(1) 
 
 How did he do it? He opened an oratory so he would have a center 
and soon met a couple of young men who were interested in the kind 
of lay community he proposed, under the patronage of Mary. By 
December 8, 1800, they had begun to organize. 
 
He had them bring others—and he probably brought some, too—
and some of the first members were people Father Chaminade had 
known from his ministry during the Revolution. They spent some 
time preparing, and then 12 of them made a formal commitment or 
act of consecration on February 2, 1801. 

Excerpted from Story of the Beginning of the Sodality of the 
Madeleine, the MLC of 1800 

Timothy Phillips, SM 
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 Prayer of Blessing 
 
Lord God, 
Bless us with the courage to say “yes” to your call. 
Amen 
 
Bless us with the fortitude to persist in building our local 
communities, our Church, our nation, and our world, 
as true communities that exist for the common good. 
Amen 
 
Bless us with the trust in you that enables us to live simply 
as good stewards of this earth and its goods. 
Amen 
 
Bless us with caring that we may welcome all with 
genuine hospitality, 
Amen. 
 
Bless us with openness that we may join our voices with 
the voiceless. 
Amen 
 
Bless us with wisdom to recognize and cherish our 
interdependence. 
Amen 
 

 
Upcoming dates for next month and year 
February 2 Presentation of the Lord and the Foundation of Marianist Lay Communities 
February 11 Our Lady of Lourdes 


