
Marianist Lay Communities and Area Representatives Directory

See information on this directory that needs updating? Would your community like to add a community note? If so, please 
reach out to our MLC-NA rep below!

Sarah Gray sarah.gray@mlc-na.org MLC-NA Staff Administrator

Marianist Lay Communities (MLCs):

Below is a list of all active Marianist Lay Communities in North America, listed alphabetically. Each community 
has a designated Community Contact. Each community is also listed with the city, region, or virtual denotation 

of where they meet. Please use any of the information below to contact other Marianist Lay Communities in 
North America, to build bridges, and to continue to grow our Marianist Family. 

Ahava

Stephen Mackell slimackell@gmail.com Dayton, OH

Anawim

Anawim is a community of Christians joined together to: deepen our faith, strive to live according to the gospel, and share 
our lives together. We welcome anyone who desires a deeper experience of God and faith. For all of us Anawim is a 

community in which we live out more intentionally our call from God to be loving and of service.

Susan Vogt & Gail Miller susanvogt1@gmail.com; gailmillers1@hotmail.com Cincinnati, OH/Northern KY

Cana Companions

Mary Kay Fitzpatrick mkfitz1066@att.net St. Louis, MO

Chaminade College Prep MLC

Carmen Gruchalla cgruchalla@chaminade-stl.com St. Louis, MO

Chaminade-Madonna

Called by our baptism and inspired by the Marianist Founders, Blessed Chaminade, Blessed Mother Adele and Marie 
Thérèse, we embrace the mission of Jesus that is expressed in the scripture “Do whatever He tells you”. We gather to be 
formed in heart, mind and soul in the Marianist Charism marked by faith, hospitality, discipleship of equals, community, 

and using Mary as a model of saying "Yes" to bringing Christ to the world. Supporting and challenging each other, we make 
a commitment to work as members of the Marianist Family in our ministry at Chaminade-Madonna as we work "Toward a 

Better World." 

Carol LaMont clamont@cmlion.org Hollywood, FL

Cleveland MLC

Katy Schunter katy421@gmail.com Cleveland, OH

Coppell Texas Affiliate Community

mailto:slimackell@gmail.com


Marge Wick margewick@hotmail.com Coppell, TX

Denton TX Maria

Andy Gilliard mandagilliard@verizon.net Denton, TX

Embers

Megeen Tube megeen.tube@gmail.com Virtual

Emmaus of Ft. Worth

Joseph Rangel joseph1.0rangel@gmail.com Ft. Worth, TX

Ephphatha

Shannon Clarke shan.b.clarke@gmail.co Virtual

Eudokeo

Paige Benkert pmbenkert@gmail.com Virtual

Faith of the Heart

Grissel Benitez-Hodge gbenitezhodge@gmail.com Honolulu, HI/Virtual

Fiat

Brian Gravunder gravunderbrian@gmail.com Dayton, OH

Growing with Mary at St. Mary's High School

Maureen Hoock butmomwhy@gmail.com St. Louis, MO

Hands of Mary

Joanne McCracken maypoint@gmail.com Medford, NJ

Harvest Prayer MLC

Jeri Albright jka7712@yahoo.com Delia, KS

Harvest Women

We are a small community of women who desire to explore & strengthen our Marianist spirituality through monthly 
meetings of reading & discussion. We find ways to spread what we learn to others by offering women’s retreats to local 

parishes & hospitality support at prison retreats sponsored by our diocese.

Marceta Reilly marcetar@gmail.com Hoyt, KS

Heart of Mary

Linda Flores-Tober lmftober56@gmail.com Virtual

Hearth

Abby Lisjak abigail.lisjak@gmail.com Virtual

mailto:megeen.tube@gmail.com
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Hearts on Fire

The Hearts on Fire MLC meets weekly (September through May) on Monday evenings for prayer and fellowship at the 
home of Tina and Bill Bauman in Baltimore, MD. There are currently eight members. Recently we have been watching and 

discussing "The Chosen" series.

Philip Forte philipjforte@aol.com Baltimore, MD

Lay Marianists of Springfield

Ann Walker ann62704@yahoo.com Springfield, IL

L'Esperance

Susan Ferguson sferguson1@udayton.edu Dayton, OH

Magnificat

Dalia Vasquez cdkvasquez@sbcglobal.net San Antonio, TX

Magnificat MO

Faith Pinter faindjpinter@sbcglobal.net St. Louis, MO

Maranatha

Maranatha was founded on June 12, 1973 in Chester, Pennsylvania, as a Marianist Lay Community. We meet monthly to 
share various aspects of our faith and grow in the Spirit of Mary. In union with our broader Marianist Family, we value key 

elements of Marianist life-- faith, community, hospitality, inclusivity, Mary, and mission. We welcome new members.

Linda Zappacosta zapp333@verizon.net Chester, PA

Pueblo Marianist Affiliates

Bob Valentine valentine4444@gmail.com Pueblo, CO

Omaha Marianist Affiliates

Betty Stern bettylstern@gmail.com Omaha, NE

Marianist Associates (Cape May)

John Buckacki jbbuczacki66@gmail.com Mary's Landing, NJ/East Coast

Marianist Flame

Jen Morin-Williamson jmorinwilliamson1@udayton.edu Cincinnati/Dayton, OH

Marynook Lay Marianist Affiliates

Cherie Schwertel stmarygalesville@triwest.net Galesville, WI

Micah 6:8

Andrea Wall alwall08@yahoo.com Dayton, OH

Micah Theotokos

mailto:cdkvasquez@sbcglobal.net


Our community prioritizes meeting and engaging with other communities and engaging with the wider Marianist family. 
We also consider ourselves something of an evangelizing community - meaning if you receive inquiries about persons in 

the Dayton area looking to join an established community, we are open to a process of exploration with them.

Crystal Sullivan csullivan1@udayton.edu Dayton, OH

Misericorde

Shirley Vachon sdunawayvachon@gmail.com Elgin, IL

Morning Star

We, the Morning Star Community, are Andrew Killian, Lanna Klausing, Rosie Errigo, Lucy Hartzell, and Matty Spicer. Our 
community has been active in Dayton, Ohio since November 2019.  We, the “Morning Star” community, freely commit to 

Jesus through Mary, the Marianist Family, social justice, and each other. We value the unique gifts each individual brings to 
our table. Our community is grounded in joy, love, humility, and compassion. Like Blessed Adele, we foster a family spirit 

that is supportive, animated, and collaborative. We will be open to change, allow our community to grow, and be aware of 
the needs of our global community. Morning Star will be what it needs to be for each member and for the common good. As 
part of the Marianist Family, our commitment is rooted in our devotion to Mary. She is a model of faith for our community. 

We will work to continue her mission of bringing Christ into the world. We admire her confident fiat to God. She inspires us 
in her ferocity. Mary, guide us to the unwavering trust of Marie Therese when we “knock on the Tabernacle” and give us 

the courage and strength to say, “Yes.”

Matty Spicer mattyspicer417@gmail.com Virtual

Nova Bella

John Hanna jhannan@mail.stmarytx.edu San Antonio, TX

NYC Metro Lay Community

Sarah Durand saradee79@gmail.com Linden, NJ

Ohana 'O Malia

Ohana ‘O Malia is a MLC in Maui that meets twice a month and currently has 12 members. Three new members will make 
their commitment in 2021.

Martha Haleakala kobemaui1@hawaiiantel.net Wailuku, HI

Ohana Kaminaka

We come as individuals to bond with one another in love as a lay community in the Marianist tradition, Ohana Kaminaka. 
We are called to live the gospel values by being a Sacrament of Jesus Christ, determined to live these values in a radical 

way. With the fire of our commitment, may we serve as a light to our church and our world.  We make every effort to 
sacrifice self for the good of others.

David Coleman dcoleman@chaminade.edu Virtual

Our Lady of the Round Table

Joanne McCracken maypoint@gmail.com Virtual

Phoenix

MLC of 8 members originally formed through the University of Dayton. We continue to support one another in faith and to 
grow in our Marianist Charism as we navigate the world as young adults. We commit ourselves to intentionally and 

authentically responding to the call given to Mary to bring Christ into the world, we seek to be compassionate servant 
leaders in our community and in the world, and we strive to be a joyful locus of belonging for each other and for those we 

encounter. Accepting our place at the table, we join voices to the Magnificat with the Marianist Family for the honor of 
Mary, for the glory of God.



Sarah Gray sarah.marianist@gmail.com Virtual

Pillar of Faith

Michael Gillespie mhgillespie@gmail.com Houston, TX

Pillars Community

Jack Dalton jdalton1729@gmail.com Virtual

Roots

Eric Grimm eric.m.grimm@gmail.com Dayton, OH

Shekan Community

Tony Garascia agarascia@sbcglobal.net South Bend, IN

Singletons of Saragossa

Mike Wasno mkwasno@verizon.net Virtual

Sodality of Our Lady of the Pillar

The Sodality of Our Lady of the Pillar, founded in 1958, is a community of Catholic men and women under the patronage of 
Our Lady of the Pillar and committed to the service of the Church in the world.  By an act of consecration to Jesus through 

His Mother Mary, its members freely and publicly give themselves to Christ to carry on His work on earth.  The Sodality 
exists to strengthen its members in their spiritual and apostolic formation and in their union with Christ through apostolic 

action.  

Rose Anne Manfredi nutmeg8@optonline.net Merrick, NY

Stella Maris

Angel Velarde gabrielmatsa@hotmail.com San Antonio, TX

Theotokos

Yasmin Rocha jrocha@mail.stmarytx.edu San Antonio, TX

Vessels

Kerryanne Bollman kerryanne.bollman@gmail.com Virtual

Visitation Marianist State Community

The Visitation Marianist State Community formed as a community in 1966 to reflect Fr. Chaminade’s vision of the vocation 
“State of Religious Living in the World”. We State members form a community of Marianist lay people who have discerned 

a call to a deep and enduring commitment to Marianist life. This commitment, has been expressed through our Vow of 
Stability, which we renew annually. The community has 26 members living in 15 states. We gather each spring and fall for a 

weekend of retreat. At these times we focus on how we are called as a community and as individuals. We attend to the 
three priorities we have chosen—our call to: holiness, service to Marianist communities, and promote global 

awareness/interdependence.

Jacqueline Griswold mlnna_jg@indy.rr.com Virtual/Geographically Dispersed

Well Community

Mary Kate Sableski msableski@gmail.com Dayton, OH

mailto:gabrielmatsa@hotmail.com


West Hills Affiliate Community

Ellen Celaya ellen.celaya@gmail.com Los Angeles, CA

Wrightwood Sodality

Mario Rodriguez mrodriguez.broker@gmail.com Wrightwood, CA

Area Representatives:

Below is a list of MLC-NA's Area Representatives, their region, email, and the MLC(s) they are a part of. Area 
Reps are Lay Marianists who are leaders in the Lay Branch spread throughout the US and French speaking 

Canada. They build community in their local regions and are a conduit of formation and information sharing 
from the National Leadership Council and the local Lay Marianist communities.

MLC-NA At-Large Member for Area Representatives

Caitlin Cipolla-McCulloch caitlin.cipolla-mcculloch@mlc-na.org Ahava

Central (CO, IL, KS, NE, MO, WI)

Errol Christian erroljc@gmail.com Ohana Kaminaka

French Canada

Marcel Dion marcel.josee@globetrotter.net Venez et Voyez

Hawaii

Grissel Benitez-Hodge gbenitezhodge@gmail.com Faith of the Heart; Ohana Kaminaka

Midwest (OH, KY, IN)

*Currently searching for a Midwest Representative! 

Northeast (PA, NY, NJ, MD, VA)

Linda Flores-Tober lmftober56@gmail.com Heart of Mary

Southeast (FL, NC, SC)

Kay Stone kastn_1999@yahoo.com Ohana Kaminaka

Virtual/Geographically Dispersed

Shannon Kaschak shannon.mccarthy138@gmail.com Vessels

West Coast (CA, OR, WA)

Ellen Celaya ellen.celaya@gmail.com West Hills Affiliate Community
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