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Quarantine has changed my perspective on life, offering an unexpected 
optimism I didn't have before. There's been a change of pace in social 
issues, and in people's humanity and awareness. As a youth, I hope to 
preserve this with my own contributions to society. 
 
Title 
Questions of Hope 
 

I’ve finished a yearbook, started a magazine, got into college, endured 
an existential crisis (or three), explored the abyss of YouTube rabbit holes (I 
can now freely discuss Stoicism and the rise and fall of Shane Dawson), 
and... most importantly, I’ve grown into a stronger individual. 
 

Isolation has become such an integral device to define this point of 
human history— it’s bombastic, intrepidly loud, yet its presence silences us, 
the youth, into these odd bouts of concern and self-reflection. 
 

My summer is a haze to me— a brief montage is the best way to 
describe it. There’s an opening shot of being in my room, plugged into my 
computer and cherishing Netflix Parties with my friends; a harsh cut to being 
outside in the rain, hoping to feel something profound before college 
submissions commence; a close-up of late nights speaking to my mother, my 
confidante and biggest cheerleader; Zoom calls to discuss passion projects I 
never thought I’d be able to accomplish beforehand; and, lastly, an out of 
sequence moment of me at school (sans a KN95 contrivance of foam and 
elastic) talking with my friends about how this virus was merely just that.  
 

I want to say that I miss her: my past self. Small talk beckons me to 
assure perfect strangers, “yes, things were better back then without masks,” 
but I know, truthfully, this gawkily placed blip in the advancement of the 
human race was somewhat beneficial to my mental health. I’ve gotten to 
pause, for once in my academic career. I’ve gotten to hang out with my dogs 
more and catch up with my family.  
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I’ve also seen the long-term benefits that make this quarantine’s nature 

so contradictive; people have, within this danger, started to listen more. 
Political engagement is commonplace in our generation, and the elections 
had the largest voter turnout in history. The educational system has been 
obliged to consider mental health as a genuine hindrance in learning, and 
teachers are— fascinatingly— more emotionally aware of their student bodies. 
People have united to protect vulnerable populations, advocating for social 
distancing and safety guidelines with a blazon passion that can only be 
kindled by the roaring flame of humanity that is within all of us. The public is 
no longer afraid to stand up for the lives of the minority, whether in the context 
of health, gender, or religion. 
 

Despite the jarring circumstance in which these virtues have been 
excavated from, I am encouraged to hope. I’m encouraged to strive to be 
better. I know that what lies ahead is a more conscious commonwealth that is 
able to show itself in light of adversity. I pray to see my loved ones soon, 
without a mask and open arms. But until then, we must persist. We must be 
active in our community and our schools and contribute to the advancement 
of a more engaged society, even if we have to do so with distance between 
us. 
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