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After months of campaigning and relentless advertising in the final days, 
the 2018 mid-term Congressional elections yielded an outcome that was 
rather close to pre-election predictions. Control of the House of 
Representatives shifts to the Democrats in the 116thCongress, while 
Republicans will see an expanded majority in the Senate. On the state 
level, Democrats won at least six governorships from Republicans and 
made some gains in state legislatures—important developments with 
regard to the Congressional redistricting due in two years. 

 
Similar to the Congressional races, the Indiana statewide and Statehouse 
election results were close to pre-election predictions despite the 
countrywide narrative of a blue wave. However, a surprise result could be 
lying in wait as Porter County has not reported any results at the time of 
this writing (which has caught the attention of federal agencies) and 
absentee ballots are still being counted in Marion County. Republicans 
cruised to winning every statewide race on the ballot including the races 
for Senate, Secretary of State, Auditor and Treasurer—a sign that Indiana 
is still ground zero for Trump country.  
 
The Republican supermajority will be maintained in both Chambers as we 
approach the 121st General Assembly, which is a budget year. The 
Democrats did chip away at the supermajorities by picking up three seats 
in the House and one in the Senate.  
 
As a result of incumbent loses and open seat races, there will be 14 new 
faces in the House and 4 new faces in the Senate. All in all, there will be a 
67-33 Republican supermajority in the House and a 40-10 Republican 
supermajority in the Senate going into the 2019 budget session.  
 

 
All four caucuses met the day after the elections to elect their respective 
leadership teams with major changes as a result. The House Democrats 
shook things up with an all new leadership 
team by electing Representative GiaQuinta (D-Fort Wayne) to his first 
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term as Minority Leader. Representative GiaQuinta replaced the more 
moderate Representative Goodin (D-Austin) in the contested race. 
Democrats also elected Representative Candelaria-Reardon (D-Munster) 
to her first term as Caucus Chair and Representative Pryor (D-Indianapolis) 
as the Minority Floor leader.  
 
The House Republican caucus re-elected Representative Bosma (R-
Indianapolis) to his historic sixth term as Speaker of the House. 
Representative Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon) was elected Majority Caucus 
Chair, his first term in the position, replacing the retired Representative 
Richardson (R-Noblesville). Representative Lehman (R-Berne) was re-
elected to serve as Majority Floor Leader.  
 
The Senate Republicans elected Senator Bray (R-Martinsville) to his first 
term as President Pro Tem. Senator Bray replaces Senator Long (R-Fort 
Wayne) after he officially retired on election day after serving 22 years in 
the General Assembly including 12 years as President Pro Tem. Senator 
Messmer (R-Jasper) was elected to his term as Majority Floor Leader and 
Senator Merritt (R-Indianapolis) will continue to serve as Majority Caucus 
Chairman.  
 
The Senate Democrats reelected Senator Lanane (D-Anderson) to Minority 
Floor Leader, Senator Breaux (D-Indianapolis) to Assistant Minority Floor 
Leader and Senator Tallian (D-Portage) to Minority Caucus Chairman.  

 
All four caucus will meet again to mark the official start to the 2019 
budget session on November 20. We will have a clearer picture of what 
legislators are assigned to what committees after Organization Day.  

The Hannah News team compiled condensed biographies for all 16 of the 
newly elected state representatives.  
 
Democrats 
 
Rep. Carolyn B. Jackson (D) of Hammond represents HD 01. Born in 
Chicago and raised on the South Side, she and her husband, parents of 
two adult children, have been Hammond residents for more than 18 
years. She received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Sociology and 
Counseling from Lincoln University in Missouri, and is retired from the 
Cook County Adult Probation Department after 30 years of service. She 
has served on the Hammond Library Advisory Board. 
 
Rep. Ragen Hatcher (D) of Gary represents HD 03. The daughter of Gary’s 
first African American mayor, Hatcher most recently served on the Gary 
City Council. She earned her undergraduate degree in Economics, 
followed by a law degree and an MBA, from Valparaiso University, as well 
as a Master’s in Finance from Indiana University Bloomington. She has 



served as director of the Valparaiso Law School Tax Clinic, and was the in-
house counsel for the Gary Community School Corporation. 
 
Rep. Patricia A. (Pat) Boy (D) of Michigan City represents HD 09. A four-
term member of the Michigan City Common Council, she grew up in 
Chicago as the daughter of a union worker. She earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in English and has been a union worker herself, as well as a 
manager, and for the past 25 years, a small business owner in Michigan 
City. When her husband was seriously injured in a car accident that 
rendered him a quadriplegic, she became his only care giver, and says that 
she only just paid all his medical bills before his death in 2016 after the 
Affordable Care Act became law and he was finally eligible for a Medicare 
supplement policy. She has a son who lives in Michigan City with his 
family. 
 
Rep. Chris Chyung (D) of Dyer represents HD 15. The 25-year-old was born 
in Merrillville, graduated from Munster High School, earned a Bachelor of 
Science from Columbia University in Industrial Engineering for Education, 
and interned for Morgan Stanley. A financial analyst, he most recently 
worked for Pangea Properties, a unique Chicago-based REIT, and now 
owns his own real estate company, Koh Holdings LLC. He volunteers for 
the Habitat for Humanity Restore, the Welcome Network, and as a Court-
Appointed Child Advocate. 
 
Rep. Lisa Beck (D) of Crown Point represents HD 19. Born and raised in 
Crown Point, she attended St. Mary’s School, and her father was a UAW 
member. She attended Purdue University Westville while her daughters 
(now adults living in The Region) were in school, and earned a degree in 
accounting. She then earned her law degree from Valparaiso University. 
She has been married for 36 years to the USW Local 12775 union 
president for NIPSCO workers. After working as a Lake County deputy 
prosecutor, she started her own private law practice in 2012. Active with 
the Dunes Learning Center and Junior Achievement, she most recently 
founded NWI Supporting Women, an organization which seeks to 
encourage women to take a greater role in public service and get involved 
within their own communities.  
 
Rep. Chris Campbell (D) of West Lafayette represents HD 26. Born and 
raised in LaPorte, she arrived in West Lafayette in the fall of 1987 to study 
at Purdue University and stayed in the Lafayette area until 1992, when she 
finished her Master’s degree in Audiology. After their first child was born, 
she and her husband returned to Lafayette to raise their family. Her 
husband is a scientific programmer at Purdue and their two children are 
both adults. She served on the West Lafayette Library Board and the West 
Lafayette Redevelopment Commission. 
 
Rep. Tonya Pfaff (D) of Terre Haute represents HD 43. She is a native of 
Terre Haute, where her father (a former aide to U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh (D) 
and Evan Bayh (D)) ran for mayor, and one brother serves on the city 
council (another is director of the Peace Learning Center in Indianapolis 
and third brother was a top political aide to then-Gov. Frank O’Bannon 
(D)). An alumnus of Terre Haute North Vigo High School where she 



became the county basketball scoring leader (while also earning eight 
varsity letters in three sports), she was recruited to play basketball at 
West Point Military Academy and after 18 months transferred to Saint 
Mary-of the-Woods College where she graduated with a degree in 
mathematics and secondary education. She subsequently earned a 
master’s degree in educational administration, curriculum, and 
supervision from the University of Oklahoma.  After college, she spent a 
year teaching English in Tajimi, Japan, Terre Haute’s sister city. Upon 
returning to Terre Haute, she taught math and coached for three years at 
Terre Haute South Vigo, taught math for 15 years at West Vigo, and has 
spent the last six years teaching at North Vigo. Her husband is director of 
strategic initiatives for the Indiana National Guard, headquartered in 
Indianapolis, and they have four children, two in college and two in high 
school.  
 
Rep. Rita Fleming (D) of Jeffersonville represents HD 71. Dr. Fleming grew 
up in the West End of Louisville. She graduated from Murray State 
University, and earned graduate degrees from Vanderbilt University and 
the University of Louisville. She was a registered nurse, then a nurse 
practitioner, and after completing medical school and residency, began a 
career as an obstetrician/gynecologist. She has lived in Southern Indiana 
for more than 30 years. Dr. Fleming delivered over 7,000 babies at 
Louisville hospitals and Clark Memorial Hospital, taught medical students 
for nine years, and currently works part-time as an obstetrical hospitalist. 
She was married for 42 years to a man who was a counselor at Parkview 
Middle School for most of his educational career, and has four adult 
children (including a Navy pilot and a reservist) and 14 grandchildren. She 
served on the Jeffersonville Planning Commission and Zoning Boards 
through different administrations, has been on the local Main Street 
Board since 1999, and serves on the Library Foundation Board. 
 
Sen. J.D. Ford (D) of Indianapolis represents SD 20. He earned a bachelor's 
degree in political science and criminal justice from the University of 
Akron and a master's degree in education from Purdue University. He is 
the first person in his family to attend college. Ford's career experience 
includes working as the senior director of recruitment and expansion with 
Theta Chi Fraternity, Inc. Currently, J.D. is substitute-teaching. Ford is the 
first openly gay person elected to the Indiana General Assembly. 
 
 
Republicans 
 
Rep. Ethan Manning (R) of Denver represents HD 23. A lifelong Hoosier 
born in Peru, he raised beef cattle on his sixth-generation family farm. The 
26-year-old is a real estate broker and owner of Manning Auctions, 
president of the Miami County Council, and chair of the Miami County 
Republican Party. The oldest of five brothers, he attended Ball State 
University and received his Bachelor’s degree in Business Management 
from Western Governors University. He has chaired the Indiana State 
Board of Registration for Professional Engineers under a gubernatorial 
appointment. He was Assistant Northeast Indiana Regional Director for 
the Office of U.S. Senator Richard G. Lugar (R) during 2011-2012 and State 



Chair for the Indiana Federation of College Republicans in 2012-2013. He 
was one of Indiana’s 11 presidential electors for the Electoral College in 
the 2016 U.S. presidential election. 
 
Rep. Chuck Goodrich (R) of Noblesville represents HD 29. Goodrich is 
president of Gaylor Electric, Inc., one of the largest merit electrical 
companies in the Midwest, having begun his career there in 1991 as an 
intern. Goodrich serves on the board of directors for National Associated 
Builders and Contractors, chairs the Riverview Health Foundation, and is 
chair-elect of the Purdue Construction Advisory Board for Building 
Construction. He graduated from Purdue University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in building construction/contracting, is an alum of the Clemson 
University Project Management Academy, and earned an associate of 
science degree in architectural drafting from Vincennes University. He and 
his wife have four children and have participated in church mission 
projects in Panama. 
 
Rep. John “J.D.” Prescott (R) of Union City, 26, represents HD 33. A farmer 
who lives in Randolph County, he went to work on the family farm after 
he graduated from Winchester Community High School in 2010. President 
of Randolph County Young Farmers, he and his wife have one son.  
 
Rep. Beau Baird (R) of Greencastle represents HD 44. Raised in 
Greencastle, he succeeds his father in the seat after Jim Baird (R) opted 
for a successful CD 04 congressional bid instead of re-election, and Beau 
Baird ran his primary campaign. The younger Baird is chief financial officer 
for Indiana Home Care Plus, for which he has worked since 2004, and the 
owner/operator of Baird Ranch, one of the largest quarter horse breeders 
in the state. He has served on the International Board of Directors for the 
American Quarter Horse Association. The chair of the Putnam County 
Republican Party earned his Bachelor’s in Finance and Financial 
Management Services from Purdue University in 2004 and has 
international educational credentials as well. He is working on a graduate 
business degrees at Purdue’s Krannert School of Management and a 
Master’s of Finance at the Harvard University Graduate School. 
 
Rep. Christy Stutzman (R) of Middlebury represents HD 49. The wife of 
former U.S. Rep. Marlin Stutzman (R), who also served in both chambers 
of the General Assembly, she earned a degree from the Pensacola 
Christian College in Music, Voice, and Opera. After serving as CEO of Ava 
Laurenne Bride, a bridal shop outside Washington, D.C., she branched out 
as a freelance writer/editor. She and her husband have two children.  
 
Rep. Bradford Barrett (R) of Richmond represents HD 56. Dr. Barrett has 
been a resident of Wayne County since 1993, and is recently retired from 
the practice of medicine, where he was a general surgeon. A University of 
Notre Dame undergrad, he earned his M.D. from The Ohio State 
University College of Medicine. A former board member of Reid Hospital, 
Dr. Barrett is currently secretary-treasurer of the Indiana Chapter of the 
American College of Surgeons and serves on the legislative committee of 
the Indiana State Medical Association. He and his wife have two adult 
children.  



 
Rep. Ryan Lauer (R) of Columbus, 40, represents HD 59. The life-long 
Hoosier is a graduate of Indiana University with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biochemistry. He has been employed by Cummins for more than 
a decade and is currently a technical specialist in test technology 
engineering. He was president of the Bartholomew County Council in 
2014. He and his wife, have two young daughters and an infant son. He is 
an accomplished violinist and has performed seasons with the Columbus 
Philharmonic, Indiana University Symphony, LaPorte Symphony, and 
Valparaiso University Symphony Orchestras, and is also an avid bluegrass 
fiddler.  
 
Rep. Matt Hostettler (R) of Fort Branch, 32, represents HD 64. Born in 
Evansville, he grew up in Blairsville and attended North Posey High School 
before earning his Bachelor of Science in Management from Purdue’s 
Krannert School of Management. His father is former U.S. Rep. John 
Hostettler (R). Matt Hostettler works for CountryMark Refining and 
Logistics as a crude oil gauger and pipeline operator. He and his wife have 
two young sons. 
 
Sen. Linda Rogers (R) of Mishawaka, represents SD 11. Rogers has spent 
nearly 40 years in the Michiana area as a business leader. She attended 
Central Michigan University. Linda graduated with a degree in 
Mathematics in Secondary Education. She has worked in a variety of 
businesses industries including real estate, dining, and owns a golf course. 
Rogers has been married to her husband Mike for 48 years, have one 
daughter and two grandchildren. 
 
Sen. Justin Busch (R) of Fort Wayne, 38, represents SD 16, the former 
district of retired Senate Pro Tempore David Long. He earned dual degrees 
from Indiana – Purdue Fort Wayne. Busch is the northeast Indiana director 
for Republican U.S. Sen. Todd Young and was an aide to U.S. Sens. Dan 
Coats and Richard Lugar. He also worked for the George W. Bush 
administration. 
 
Sen. Mike Gaskill (R) of Anderson, 53, represents SD 26. Gaskill previously 
served on the South Madison Community Schools board and served one 
year on the Madison County Council in 2012. He is a graduate of 
Pendleton Heights High School and Anderson University with degrees in 
accounting and computer science. Gaskill previously worked for Praxair 
before starting his own insurance company. His wife, Kelly, is the current 
Madison County Treasurer. 
 
Sen. Chris Garten (R) of Scottsburg, represents SD 45. Garten Garten is 
president of Signature Countertops, Inc. and is a Marine Corps veteran 
who served two combat tours in Iraq in 2003 and in 2005-2006. He 
transferred to the Inactive Ready Reserve as a gunnery sergeant. He is also 
vice president of the Scott County Chamber of Commerce and a board 
member of the Building and Development Association of Southern 
Indiana. Garten and his wife, Beth, have three sons.  
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