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Click the link below to interact live on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/HomerUnitedMethodistChurchAlaska/ 

OR 
Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/dbHBW96jQcg 

 
Centering 

• offer a prayer of gratitude for the indigenous peoples whose land you live on 
• light all the candles of your Advent wreath 

 
Opening Prayer1               Pastor Lisa 
Light of the world, shine in our lives this day. As we gather far and wide to worship, give 
us the eyes of Simeon and the faith of Anna, that we may see the promise of your 
salvation. As we come before you with hope and expectation, give us the spirit of your 
Son, that we, too, may grow in strength and increase in wisdom. In your holy name, we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Opening Song               Joy to the World                        Ola Mullikin 
WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1719 
MUSIC: Arr. from G.F. Handel, 1741, by Lowell Mason 
CCLI Song # 24016 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Prayer for Illumination               Bill Kunkler 
God of glory, your splendor shines from a manger in Bethlehem into the darkness of our 
world. Open our eyes to Christ’s presence all around us, and open our hearts to your 
Word, so that we may live more just and faithful lives. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading          Luke 2:22-40          Bill Kunkler 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a 
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sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” 
 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you 
are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen 
your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  
 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
Song of Preparation   What Child Is This?            Ola Mullikin 
WORDS: William C. Dix, 1865 
MUSIC: 16th cent. English melody 
CCLI Song # 30983 
CCLI # 11365960 
Public Domain 

 
Sermon        The Epiphanies of Simeon and Anna              Pastor Lisa 
When we go actively looking for Christ, we will realize that Christ is already here.  
 
Song of Response        Silent Night         Catherine Davi s 
WORDS: Joseph Mohr, 1818, alt.; sts. 1, 2, 3 trans. by John F. Young; st. 4 trans. anon. 
MUSIC: Franz Gruber, 1818 
CCLI Song # 27862 
CCLI # 11365960 
Public Domain 

 
The Lord’s Prayer                Bill Kunkler 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
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on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Offering Our Gifts and Ourselves to God 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Your gifts help us maintain the work of the 
church.   
 
Give online: https://www.homerumcalaska.org/Donate.html 
Give by check: Homer UMC, 770 East End Road, Homer, AK, 99603 
 
Benediction2 
The light that illuminates the world,  
the light that darkness cannot overcome, 
love’s pure light in Jesus Christ,  
shine on your and in our world,  
today and every day. Amen. 
 
Closing Song            Shchedryk / Carol of the Bells          Vheneka 
MUSIC: Shchedryk, traditional Ukrainian carol; arr. for marimbas by Karin Sonnen, inspired by The Piano Guys 
Public Domain 
CCLI # 11365960 
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