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 BROKEN: Good News for Tough Times 
July 26, 2020, 11 am worship 

Click the link below to interact live on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/HomerUnitedMethodistChurchAlaska/ 

OR 
Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/YgKN4bWQSoE 

 
Centering  

• Light a candle 
• Open your Bible to Romans 8 and have this Worship Guide handy 
• Breathe deeply for you are on holy ground! 

           
Prelude       
 
Opening Prayer (written by Rev. Matthew Thompson) 
When we don’t know how or what to pray, the Spirit knows. 
When all we can muster are sighs and groans, the Spirit knows those also. 
When we feel that we aren’t even worthy to approach God, 
the Spirit goes before us and with us.  
God welcomes us with arms open. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
BROKEN1 Series Introduction 
It would be easy to give into cynicism and despair over the brokenness we see 
in our lives and the world, but in Paul’s letter to the Romans, we see how God is 
present with us, sustains us, and grants us wholeness and unity, no matter what 
we face.  
 
Scripture          Romans 8:26-39            Karin Sonnen 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 
28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 
                                                
1 Based on the series outline “Broken – Good News for Tough Times,” by Jacqueline J. Lewis, 2016, A Preacher’s 
Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series: Thematic Plans for Years A, B, and C., Westminster John Knox Press. 
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predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also 
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified 
he also glorified. 

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 
against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, 
will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ 
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

36As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Message           Inseparable                      Pastor Lisa 
 
Prayers of the People (Bidding Prayer http://www.mallingabbey.org/index.html) 
 

Be silent, 
 

Be still, aware; 
 

For there 
 

In your own heart 
 

The Spirit 
 

Is at prayer; 
 

Listen and learn, 
 

Open and find, 
 

Heart-wisdom, 
 

Christ. 
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The Lord’s Prayer             Lori Evans    
Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for your generous donations which support the missions and ministries 
of the church.  
Give online: https://www.homerumcalaska.org/Donate.html 
Give by check: Homer UMC, 770 East End Road, Homer, AK, 99603 
 
Benediction (© Mary Scifres, Abingdon Worship Annual 2020) 
May patience pave our path. 
May hope comfort our world. 
And may love guide our lives.  
Go forth with patience, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 


