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The Levite’s Concubine 
October 17, 2021 

 
We Gather 
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement 
Today we are addressing sexual violence. Please do not hesitate to reach out if 
you need support: 
Haven House’s 24 hour hotline is (907) 235-8943 
RAINN’s helpline is 800-646-HOPE (4673) 
 
Centering 
 
We Hear 
Opening Prayer1 
God of all generations, 
when we set our hands to labor, 
thinking we work alone, 
remind us that we carry 
on our lips 
the words of prophets, 
we carry in our veins 
the blood of martyrs, 
we carry in our eyes 
the visions of mystics, 
and we carry in our hands 
the strength of thousands. Amen. 
 
Opening Song Deep in the Shadows of the Past   Marge Dunn & Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: Brian Wren 
MUSIC: English melody 
CCLI Song #2678717 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Deep in the shadows of the past, far out from settled lands, some nomads 
traveled with their God across the desert sands. The dawning hope of 

                                                
1 Adapted from Jan L. Richardson, and posted on The Painted Prayerbook. http://paintedprayerbook.com/ 
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humankind by them was sensed and shown; a promise calling them ahead, a 
future yet unknown. 
 
While others bowed to changeless gods they met a mystery, invisible, without a 
name: “I AM WHAT I WILL BE”; and by their tents, around their fires, in story, song 
and law, they praised, remembered, handed on a past that promised more. 
 
From Exodus to Pentecost the promise changed and grew, while some, 
remembering the past, recorded what they knew, or with their letters and 
laments, their prophecy and praise recovered, kindled, and expressed new 
hope for changing days. 
 
For all the writings that survived, for leaders, long ago, who sifted, copied, and 
preserved the Bible that we know, give thanks, and find its story yet our promise, 
strength and call, the model of emerging faith, alive with hope for all. 
 
Prayer for Illumination            Pastor Lisa 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all of our hearts be 
acceptable to you, O God, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
 
Scripture                  Judges 19          Pastor Lisa  
In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite, residing in the 
remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, took to himself a concubine from 
Bethlehem in Judah. 2But his concubine became angry with him, and she went 
away from him to her father’s house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there 
some four months. 3Then her husband set out after her, to speak tenderly to her 
and bring her back. He had with him his servant and a couple of donkeys. When 
he reached her father’s house, the girl’s father saw him and came with joy to 
meet him.4His father-in-law, the girl’s father, made him stay, and he remained 
with him three days; so they ate and drank, and he stayed there. 5On the fourth 
day they got up early in the morning, and he prepared to go; but the girl’s 
father said to his son-in-law, “Fortify yourself with a bit of food, and after that you 
may go.” 6So the two men sat and ate and drank together; and the girl’s father 
said to the man, “Why not spend the night and enjoy yourself?” 7When the man 
got up to go, his father-in-law kept urging him until he spent the night there 
again. 8On the fifth day he got up early in the morning to leave; and the girl’s 
father said, “Fortify yourself.” So they lingered until the day declined, and the 
two of them ate and drank. 9When the man with his concubine and his servant 
got up to leave, his father-in-law, the girl’s father, said to him, “Look, the day has 
worn on until it is almost evening. Spend the night. See, the day has drawn to a 
close. Spend the night here and enjoy yourself. Tomorrow you can get up early 
in the morning for your journey, and go home.” 10But the man would not spend 
the night; he got up and departed, and arrived opposite Jebus (that is, 
Jerusalem). He had with him a couple of saddled donkeys, and his concubine 
was with him. 11When they were near Jebus, the day was far spent, and the 
servant said to his master, “Come now, let us turn aside to this city of the 
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Jebusites, and spend the night in it.” 12But his master said to him, “We will not turn 
aside into a city of foreigners, who do not belong to the people of Israel; but we 
will continue on to Gibeah.” 13Then he said to his servant, “Come, let us try to 
reach one of these places, and spend the night at Gibeah or at Ramah.” 14So 
they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down on them near 
Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin. 15They turned aside there, to go in and 
spend the night at Gibeah. He went in and sat down in the open square of the 
city, but no one took them in to spend the night. 

16Then at evening there was an old man coming from his work in the field. The 
man was from the hill country of Ephraim, and he was residing in Gibeah. (The 
people of the place were Benjaminites.) 17When the old man looked up and 
saw the wayfarer in the open square of the city, he said, “Where are you going 
and where do you come from?” 18He answered him, “We are passing from 
Bethlehem in Judah to the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, from 
which I come. I went to Bethlehem in Judah; and I am going to my home. 
Nobody has offered to take me in. 19We your servants have straw and fodder for 
our donkeys, with bread and wine for me and the woman and the young man 
along with us. We need nothing more.” 20The old man said, “Peace be to you. I 
will care for all your wants; only do not spend the night in the square.”21So he 
brought him into his house, and fed the donkeys; they washed their feet, and 
ate and drank. 

22While they were enjoying themselves, the men of the city, a perverse lot, 
surrounded the house, and started pounding on the door. They said to the old 
man, the master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into your house, so 
that we may have intercourse with him.” 23And the man, the master of the 
house, went out to them and said to them, “No, my brothers, do not act so 
wickedly. Since this man is my guest, do not do this vile thing. 24Here are my 
virgin daughter and his concubine; let me bring them out now. Ravish them and 
do whatever you want to them; but against this man do not do such a vile 
thing.” 25But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his concubine, 
and put her out to them. They wantonly raped her, and abused her all through 
the night until the morning. And as the dawn began to break, they let her 
go. 26As morning appeared, the woman came and fell down at the door of the 
man’s house where her master was, until it was light. 27In the morning her master 
got up, opened the doors of the house, and when he went out to go on his way, 
there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the 
threshold. 28“Get up,” he said to her, “we are going.” But there was no answer. 
Then he put her on the donkey; and the man set out for his home. 29When he 
had entered his house, he took a knife, and grasping his concubine he cut her 
into twelve pieces, limb by limb, and sent her throughout all the territory of 
Israel. 30Then he commanded the men whom he sent, saying, “Thus shall you say 
to all the Israelites, ‘Has such a thing ever happened since the day that the 
Israelites came up from the land of Egypt until this day? Consider it, take 
counsel, and speak out.’” 
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We hear and receive this word from God. Amen. 
 
Sermon         The Levite’s Concubine           Pastor Lisa 
 
We Respond 
Song of Response             Lamb of God        Marge Dunn & Ola Mullikin 
WORDS: Twila Paris 
MUSIC: Twila Paris 
CCLI Song #16787 
CCLI # 11365960 
 
Your only Son, no sin to hide, 
but you have sent him  
from your side, 
to walk upon this guilty sod, 
and to become the Lamb of God. 
Your gift of love, they crucified, 
they laughed and scorned him as he 
died, 
the humble king they named a fraud 
and sacrificed the Lamb of God 
 
 
 

Refrain 
O Lamb of God, sweet  
Lamb of God, 
I love the holy Lamb of God! 
O bless me with his precious love, 
my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  
 
I was so lost, I should have died,  
but you have brought me  
to your side,  
to be led by your staff and rod, 
and to be called a lamb of God. 
Refrain 

 
Prayers of the People                            Ann Dixon 
Prayer response: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord’s Prayer2 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on 
earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
Amen. 
                                                
2 from the New Zealand Prayer book; used at the IHM pastoral council meeting, 3 March 2004 
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Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Your gifts help us maintain the work of 
the church. 
 
Give online: https://www.homerumcalaska.org/donate 
Give by check: Homer UMC, 770 East End Road, Homer, AK, 99603 
 
Benediction 
May you go forth today to ponder these things in your heart and to remember. 
 
Going Forth Song        Bind Us Together         Marge Dunn & Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: Bob Gillman 
MUSIC: Bob Gillman 
CCLI Song #1228 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.  
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord, bind us together in love. 
There is only one God, there is only one King; 
there is only one body, that is why we sing. 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.  
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord, bind us together in love. 
 
 


