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The Longest Night Blue Christmas Service 
December 21, 2020 

Click the link below to interact live on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/HomerUnitedMethodistChurchAlaska/ 

OR 
Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/ktt2Vx0KN2w 

 
Centering 
 
Prelude        In the Bleak Midwinter    Lucy Kunkler and Marge Dunn 
WORDS: Christina Rossetti, 1872 
MUSIC: Gustav Holst, 1906 
CCLI Song #294736 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Lighting the Advent Candles                Sonnen Family 
We light the candle of hope to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We 
pause to remember their faces, their voices, their influence on our lives. We give thanks 
for the memories that bind them to us in this season of expectation when all creation 
waits for the Light. 
 
We light the candle of peace to remember the pain of loss. We acknowledge and 
accept that sorrow is a part of life, and we offer it to you, O God, asking that you will 
heal our wounded hearts. 
 
We light the candle of joy to remind us that while darkness may last the night, joy will 
surely come in the morning. We nurture the spark within us and ask that you fan the 
flame so it may grow as we heal. 
 
We light the candle of love in honor of the gift of light that God gave us in the form of 
the babe in a manger whose humble beginnings and tragic death were overcome by 
the ultimate act of love – the empty tomb and the promise to return.  
 
We light the Christ candle, remembering that Christ is the light, and in him there is no 
darkness at all. The light came into the world, and the darkness will never overcome it.  
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Opening Prayer 
Gracious God, we pray for peace on this troubled earth. We pray for love and unity 
instead of violence and fear. We pray for goodwill among all people. On this holy night, 
we pray for the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed, the sick, the lonely, and the 
grieving. Give us the strength to follow your example of acceptance and healing for all. 
We pray this in the name of the Christchild, Emmanuel, who shows us that you are with 
us always. Amen.  
 
Scripture                      The Prophecy of Zechariah     Luke 1:78-79 
78By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.”  
 
Homily                Pastor Lisa 
 
Candle Lighting Liturgy         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
WORDS: 9th cent. Latin; trans. st. 1,5, 5ab, 6cd, 7ab The Hymnal, 1940; st. 2, Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916; st. 4, 5cb, 6ab, 7cd, Laurence 
Hull Stookey, 1986 
MUSIC: 15th cet. French; arr. and harm. by Thomas Helmore, 1854; arr. for marimbas by Karin Sonnen 
CCLI Song # 3063194 
CCLI # 11365960 
Public Domain 

 
Closing Song     I Wonder as I Wander    Lucy Kunkler and Marge Dunn 
WORDS: John Jacob Niles 
MUSIC: John Jacob Niles; arr. by Gary Lanier 
Used with permission. 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Closing Prayer 
As Paul tells us in his letter to the church of Rome, “The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand: Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.” Let 
us pray: 
 
God has called us to be light to the world, to fill our hearts with the light of Christ, that it 
may shine through creation. And so, as we go out into the world, may God’s light go 
with us, shine through us, until every dark corner of the world is filled with the light of 
Christ, the light of incarnation and of God’s presence. May the power and the mystery 
go before us, to show us the way, shine above us to lighten our work, lie beneath us to 
bear us up, walk with us and give us companionship, and glow and flow within us to 
bring us joy. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


