
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 19, 2021 
 
Prelude 
 
Centering             Pastor Lisa 
 
Opening Song        In the Bleak Midwinter          Lucy Kunkler and Marge Dunn 
WORDS: Christina Rossetti, 1872 
MUSIC: Gustav Holst, 1906 
CCLI Song #294736 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Lighting the Advent Candles            Peggy Ostrom 
 
Opening Prayer (adapted from TFWS 2199 “Stay With Us”)     Joe Talbott 

On this longest night, we call to you, O Lord. Hear our weary spirits cry. Feel with us 
our loss, our pain; Lord, take us to your side. Walk with us, Lord, down winding roads; 
wipe our tears, forgive our fears; make our weeping and wailing end. Stay with us, 
Lord, throughout this long night and when the day at last shall come, may no tears 
nor dark dim the dawn. Lord, be our comfort, and guide us to your light. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination           Lori Evans 
Jesus Christ, Light of the World, illuminate your Word that we might see your hope, 
peace, joy, and love even in our toughest times. Amen. 
 
Scripture    Luke 1:68-79        Lori Evans 
68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 
David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71that we 
would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he 
has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 
covenant, 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, 
being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,75in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender 
mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 
 



Homily                Pastor Lisa 
 
Song of Response      I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day          Lucy Kunkler 
CCLI Song # 109663 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow | John Baptiste Calkin 
© Words: Public Domain  
Music: Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11365960 

 
Candle Lighting 
Leader: God to your love, 
All: We trust this prayer. 
 
Light in the Darkness 
You are invited to come forward during the song to light a candle to remember a 
loved one or to lift up a prayer. If you wish, you may then receive a blessing and be 
anointed with oil. The sign of the cross in oil on the forehead is an ancient symbol of 
healing. 
 
Special Music   I Wonder as I Wander           Lucy Kunkler and Marge Dunn 
WORDS: John Jacob Niles 
MUSIC: John Jacob Niles; arr. by Gary Lanier 
Used with permission. 
CCLI Song # 7061044 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky / How Jesus the Savior did come for to die /  
for poor on’ry people like you and like I; / I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
 
When Mary birthed Jesus ‘twas in a cow’s stall / With wise men and farmers and 
shepherds and all / But high from God’s heaven, a star’s light did fall / And the 
promise of ages it then did recall. 
 
Closing Prayer (inspired by Julian of Norwich) 

You will not be overcome. God never said that you will not be tempted, that you will 
not be tested, that you will not be afflicted, but God did say: You will not be 
overcome.  

Gracious God, give us strength to heed your words and to know that we will not be 
overcome. Fill us with your tender mercy, and remind us that your dawn from on high 
will break upon us. We know that you love us and are with us, and because of that, all 
shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well. So be it. 
Amen.  

 

May God grant you comfort, peace, and mercy this Christmas. 
 


