
 
Homer United Methodist Church 

February 28, 2021 
Click the link below to interact live on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/HomerUnitedMethodistChurchAlaska/ 
OR 

Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/ZEoQQeQs7Lc 
 
Poetry Prayer1            Truth That Ricochets      Larry Dunn 
 
Centering 

• limit distractions, light a candle, take a deep breath, and offer a prayer of 
gratitude for the indigenous peoples on whose land you live, work, and 
worship 

 
Call to Worship2 
Today in worship, we will be reminded that again and again, we are called to 
listen. This is part of our invitation as people of faith—to not only speak, pray, and 
sing, but to listen.  
 
Prayer for Illumination 
We cannot hear the trees growing—seeds pushing up through the dirt into the 
sun. And we cannot hear a single drop of rain, missing one in the many. 
We cannot hear the weight of people’s grief, a burden that so often is silent. 
And we cannot hear when hearts are changed, but you can. 
 
You hear it all. 	

So once again, we come to you with bowed heads and hopeful hearts, Asking 
that you would lend us your ears. 
Help us to hear as you hear so that we can live as you lived. 
We are listening. Amen.  

                                                
1 Prayer by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  
2 All liturgy adapted from prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  
 



Scripture                                 Mark 8:31-38         Maynard Gross 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
 
Song of Preparation Come and Find the Quiet Center  Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray 
MUSIC: Attr. to B.F. White 
CCLI Song # 3499304 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Sermon    Again and Again: We Are Called to Listen       Pastor Lisa 
Rev. T. Denise Anderson writes, “Again and again, we are implored to listen, 
especially when what we hear is unsettling.” 
 
Refrain             Come and Find the Quiet Center  Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: Shirley Erena Murray 
MUSIC: Attr. to B.F. White 
CCLI Song # 3499304 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Time of Confession and Forgiveness 
We are like Peter, O God. 
Listening God, take what is closed in us and open it. Take what is distracted in us 
and settle it. Take what is hurting in us and hold it. Take any and all parts of us 
that create distance from you.  
For we are like Peter, O God. 
 
We argue what we don’t know. We fear what we cannot see. And we almost 
always speak sooner than we listen.  
For we are like Peter, O God. 
 
So open us, settle us, hold us, and forgive us. We long to hear you more clearly. 
We long to know you more fully. With hope we pray, and with gratitude we 
confess. Amen.  



 
Special Music      Lift High the Cross        Shawnie Olson 
WORDS: George William Kitchin and Michael Robert Newbolt, 1916, alt. 
MUSIC: Sydney Hugo Nicholson, 1916 
CCLI Song # 5169 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Offering Our Gifts and Ourselves to God 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Your gifts help us maintain the missions 
and ministries of the church.  
 
Give online: https://www.homerumcalaska.org/Donate.html 
Give by check: Homer UMC, 770 East End Road, Homer, AK, 99603 
 
Benediction 
In the name of God the Lover, God the Beloved, and God who is Love itself,  
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 
Amen.  
 
Closing Song  What Wondrous Love Is This?   Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: USA folk hymn 
MUSIC: USA folk hymn; harm. by Paul J. Christiansen, 1955 
CCLI Song # 197297 
CCLI # 11365960 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 


