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Practicing Mercy 
December 12, 2021 

We Gather 
Prelude           What Child Is This?      Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: William C. Dix, 1865 
MUSIC: 16th cent. English melody 
CCLI Song #: 30983 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
Welcome and Land Acknowledgement 
 
We Hear 
Advent Candle Lighting      Lighting the Candle of Joy                   Bynagle Family 
 
Song of Response               The Candle of Joy      Dave Nofziger & Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: Rev. Angela Blizzard 
MUSIC: James R. Murray, 1887 
CCLI Song #2922951 
Used with permission 
CCLI # 11365960 

 
*Prayer for Illumination                       Leah Dunn 
 
*Scripture     Luke 1:39-56         Leah Dunn 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the 
Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the 
lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those 
who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and 
sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
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descendants forever.” 56And Mary remained with her about three months and then 
returned to her home. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gathering of Children              Pastor Lisa 
 
Message                Practicing Mercy         Pastor Lisa 
 
We Respond 
Song of Response        Good Christian Friends Rejoice         Dave Nofziger & Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: 14th cent. Latin: trans. Jason Mason Neale, 1855 
MUSIC: German melody; harm. by Gary Alan Smith, 1988 
CCLI Song # 1214849 

 
*Prayers of the People1 
Prayer response: We are seeking joy. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Your gifts are essential to the missions and 
ministries of the church. Donation box in the back. 
 
Give online: https://www.homerumcalaska.org/donate 
Give by check: Homer UMC, 770 East End Road, Homer, AK, 99603 
 
Closing Song     O Come, O Come Emmanuel      Dave Nofziger & Lucy Kunkler 
WORDS: John Mason Neale 
MUSIC: Thomas Helmore 
CCLI Song # 31982 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 
 

 
Benediction 
May you go forth today with the joy of Christ in your hearts. May you be an instrument of 
that joy to all you meet. And may God be with you this Advent season as you do all the 
good. Amen. 

                                                
1 Adapted from http://www.freshworship.org/ 


