Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
Click the link below to interact live on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/HomerUnitedMethodistChurchAlaska/
OR
Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/wk3L9hVt6ZU
Centering
• Vheneka Live Sunday, December 20, at 4 pm on Facebook
• The Longest Night service Monday, December 21, at 7 pm on Facebook and
YouTube
• Christmas Eve service of Lessons and Carols, Thursday, December 24, at 7 pm on
Facebook and YouTube
• review your worship guide
• offer gratitude for the indigenous peoples whose land you live on
• prepare to light four candles on your Advent wreath
Lighting the Advent Candles1
On this fourth Sunday of Advent,2
we light the candle of love.

Bowman Family

This is how God showed us love:
God sent his only Son into the world
that we might have light and life through him.
A new command we were given: Love one another.
As Christ has loved us, so we must love one another.
Everyone will know that we are Christ’s disciples if we love one another.
Dear God,
As our Advent pilgrimage draws to completion,
Liturgy adapted from http://lnwhymns.com/LightingAdventCandles.aspx and Katherine Hawker at
ww.liturgyoutside.net
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grant us the courage to share your love.
Love for the unexpected challenge,
Love for the vulnerable one.
Love for the presence of God. Amen.3
Opening Song

Love Came Down at Christmas

Ola Mullikin

WORDS: Christina G. Rossetti, 1885
MUSIC: Trad. Irish melody; harm. by David Evans, 1927
CCLI Song # 276338
CCLI # 11365960

Prayer for Illumination4
We are waiting, O God. We are waiting to hear your word. We are waiting to sense your
presence. We are waiting with hope. We are longing for peace. We are clinging to joy.
Open our hearts that we may be renewed by your grace and transformed by your love.
Amen.
Scripture Reading
1:26-38 (NRSV)
Emma Bowman
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Sermon
Love, Actually
God’s story begins and ends with love.
Song of Love

Silent Night

Pastor Lisa
Rei Beams and Pat Wise

MUSIC: Franz Gruber, 1818
CCLI Song # 27862
CCLI # 11365960
Public Domain
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Katherine Hawker and posted on Liturgy Outside. www.liturgyoutside.net
Mary Petrina Boyd, Abingdon Worship Annual 2020
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Song of Response

Angels We Have Heard on High

Vheneka

WORDS: Trad. French carol; trans. Crown of Jesus, 1862
MUSIC: French carol melody; arr. by Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937; arr. for marimbas by Karin Sonnen
CCLI Song # 27721
CCLI # 11365960

Deck the Halls with ... Love
Cherry Jones
This year, the holidays will look a little different, but no matter what, we can still deck the
halls with hope, peace, joy, and love.
Offering Our Gifts and Ourselves to God
Thank you for your continued generosity. Your gifts help us maintain the work of the
church. During the Vheneka concert this afternoon, you will also have the opportunity
to donate to Haven House, our local domestic violence shelter. You can make a
donation through our website.
Give online: https://www.homerumcalaska.org/Donate.html
Give by check: Homer UMC, 770 East End Road, Homer, AK, 99603
Closing Song

The First Noel

Ola Mullikin

WORDS: Trad. English carol
MUSIC: Trad. English carol; harm. from Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871
CCLI Song # 31047
CCLI # 11365960
Public Domain

Benediction5
In the darkness, the candle of love burns brightly.
Across the distance, we are connected by the light of Christ.
Take heart, Christmas is almost here!
Amen.
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adapted from Mary Petrina Boyd
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