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Second Sunday after Epiphany
PRELUDE

“This Little Light of Mine”

Traditional African American
Spiritual Arranged for piano by Edwin Childs

be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s
reconciling peace.
Amen.
MISSION PROCLAMATION
Our mission at Epiphany is
Follow Christ. Live Faithfully. Serve All. Thanks be to God.
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GATHERING SONG
"This Little Light of Mine”
ELW #677

WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR GOD'S KINGDOM
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over
all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin — our own sins and the
broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your
outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit
the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even
before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in
your divine mercy. Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to
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(continued on next page)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly,
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you,
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10[11-20]
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and
calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God
obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning
of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.
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Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of
the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
2
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could
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not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out,
and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God
was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I
am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said,
“I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called
again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet
been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he
got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
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Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then
the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will
make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to
end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did
not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of
Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house
of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called
Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What
was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and
more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So
Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is
the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.”
19
As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words
fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel
was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.]
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; refrain, Ps. 139:1

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their
lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct,
including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to
Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us.
12

1

LORD, you have | searched me out;
O LORD, you | have known me.
2
You know my sitting down and my | rising up;
you discern my thoughts | from afar.
3
You trace my journeys and my | resting-places
and are acquainted with | all my ways.
4
Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it | altogether. R
5
You encompass me, behind | and before,
and lay your | hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;
it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it.
13
For you yourself created my | inmost parts;
you knit me together in my | mother’s womb.
14
I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made;
your works are wonderful, and I | know it well. R
15
My body was not hid- | den from you,
while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths | of the earth.
16
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written | in your book;
my days were fashioned before they | came to be.
17
How deep I find your | thoughts, O God!
How great is the | sum of them!
18
If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours. R
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“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things
are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both
one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us
by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one
flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the
fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that
you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify
God in your body.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: John 1:43-51
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then
bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to
faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him
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about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are
the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than
these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Nyahaley Labor
"Here I Am Lord”

ELW #574
(See Insert)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

COUNCIL INSTALLATION
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of
the gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God
has marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home,
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for
peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments,
that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

OFFERING PRAYER
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her
child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and
empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through
Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.
LITANY IN THE ABSENCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
P: We are isolated and separated.
C: This is for the good of all, but it is painful and lonely.

For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for
those who are imprisoned or homebound (especially), that God console all
who suffer, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

P: In this time when we are not sharing the Lord's Supper,
C: We know our hunger for your grace even more palpably.

For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or returning,
and for those absent from our assembly, that all who seek to know God are
nourished by word and sacrament, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

P: This feast is meant to be shared in person, in community,
C: because your love is an embodied reality, given and shed for all.

P: This meal – its forgiveness, healing, solidarity, and abundance -C: is meant for all.

P: So we wait, listen, watch, even more intently than usual,
C: For the crisis to pass,

Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us (especially Antony
and Pachomius, renewers of the church), that their lives give us a vision of
the gospel in action, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake
of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
OFFERTORY

“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”

Spiritual Sung by Sheila Sipe
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P: for your creatures to live in greater harmony,
C: for your Word to become flesh again, among us again in this
sacrament.
P: Let us sing in anticipation of the day we return to each other in person,
C: Amen!
C: “My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart ... I embrace
You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.”
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain,
rejection, starvation and war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort
them and turn their pain into joy.
And God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a
difference in this world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
SENDING/DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
SONG #1

"Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen"

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
BLESSING
God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial
relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts.
God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace.
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Sung by Sheila Sipe

SONG #2

“We Shall Overcome”
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SONG #3

“Let Us Break Bread Together”
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ELW #471

SONG #4

“Wade in the Water”

15

ELW #459

SONG #5

“There Is A Balm in Gilead”
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ELW #614
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