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THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING TO WORSHIP WITH US!

WE BELIEVE THAT GUESTS ARE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and we
seek to make your visit faithful and positive! Please scan the QR code to left or sign
the Pew Register (red notebook) as it is passed down your pew.

WE BELIEVE THAT SERVING CHRIST MEANS SERVING OUR
NEIGHBORS. Our name, Immanuel, means “God with us.” Everything we do is to
welcome and serve the Lord who is here among us, in you, and in our neighbors.
Our ministries, from our Worship to our Soup Kitchen and Food Bank, from our Jail Ministry to our
Women’s Drug Recovery house, from our Homeless Children’s Ministry to our Campus Ministry at
Lander University, are all designed and carried out to share "God with us” with our surrounding
neighborhood and city. God’s Love is inexhaustible! People from all around town work alongside us to
share this Love with our neighbors. You can too!

WE BELIEVE THAT CHURCH is where disagreements may occur, and the love of Christ draws us
together to worship and work together. We do not all agree on everything, but we do love God and each

other, and that is enough!
WE BELIEVE THAT GOD LOVES EVERYONE, so we do too! ALL are welcome here!

HOSPITALITY

RESTROOMS - Our Handicap Accessible Restroom is located just outside the door by the pulpit.

We also have restrooms downstairs nearby.
CHILD CARE - We have a room for parents that offers a private, quick, and convenient space for caring
for children. The room is located just outside of the sanctuary through the door beside the pulpit.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In today’s lesson Elijah finds the presence of God not in an earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound
of sheer silence. Also, when the disciples face a severe storm on the sea in today’s Gospel reading, they
cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to
seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the
refreshing bread and cup of the Eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s
presence to others.

++ THE WELCOME John Kinard, Council Member of the Day

++ THE PRELUDE 24 Pieces, Op. 6: L. Prélude modal Jean Langlais
Dr. Will Cleveland, Organist

++ THE LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
Ruth Divilbiss and Olive Divilbiss, Acolytes
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++ THE OPENING HYMN

Please stand, as you are able.

Eternal Father, Strong to Save

ELW # 756
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++ THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor

ALL

O God our defender,

storms rage around and within us causing us to be afraid. Rescue your people

from despair, deliver us from fear, and preserve us in the faith of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

w THE LESSON 1 Kings 19:9-16

Lector

Lector

Lector

ALL

Summary
In today’s lesson, we learn that on Mount Horeb, Elijah experienced God in sheer silence.
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer, and that seven thousand Israelites
are still loyal. Also, God instructs Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as
his own successor. Now, the lesson from the first book of Kings in the Old Testament.

? At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,

Elijah?” '°He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” ! He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for

the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was
not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake, "> and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. > When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a
voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '* He answered, “I have
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” ° Then the Lord said to
him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi
as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place.

Here ends the lesson. For the word given to us,

Thanks be to God.



v+ THE PSALM 85813

Lector T will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful
people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
ALL " Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may

dwell in our land.

Lector '9Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.
ALL ' Faithfulness shall spring up from the Earth, and righteousness shall look down

from heaven.

Lector " The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
ALL " Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway.
*++ THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting #10

Please stand, as you are able.
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++ THE GOSPEL READING  Matthew 14:22-33

Pastor

ALL

Pastor

Pastor

ALL

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the 14" chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side of the
Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.?”” And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, ** but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. > And early in the morning he came walking toward
them on the sea. ?° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. ** But immediately Jesus
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” ¥ He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. *° But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *! Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” > When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

++ THE SERMON The Rev. Chris Christopher

Please be seated.



++ THE HYMN OF THE DAY You Are Mine ELW # 581

Please stand, as you are able.
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++ THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Vivian Ewart

Pastor

Pastor

Vivian

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the Sacrament of Baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from
sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you, Vivian,
desire to be baptized into Christ?
[ do.

Please stand, as you are able.

Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

People of God, do you promise to support Vivian, praying for her, and walking with
her in this new and exciting life in Christ?

We do.

Do you promise to provide loving community and continuing opportunities for her
and ALL people to grow in Christ and in the Community of Christ?

We do.

Do you promise to forgive and reconcile with each other in our journey together,
with Christ as our model and guide?
We do.

++ THE PROFESSION OF FAITH

Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

[ ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God!?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.



Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

Pastor
ALL

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and Earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God!

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

AMEN.

v+ THE THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

Pastor
ALL
Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the Earth. You are
the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe
life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the
world may know your peace and truth. Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new
life into Vivian, who is here to be baptized. By your Spirit adopt us all as your
children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

AMEN.

v+ THE BAPTISM

Pastor

ALL

Vivian, [ baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
AMEN.



Pastor

ALL

Pastor

ALL

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
provide your children with new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life. Sustain Vivian with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge, the Spirit
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

AMEN.

Vivian, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.

AMEN.

v+ THE WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized with the words:

Pastor

ALL

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and give
glory to God in heaven.

AMEN. Vivian, welcome to the family of God! You are our sister in Christ, and
we will walk the way of Christ together!

++ THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please be seated or kneel.

AM

AM

ALL

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and ALL of God’s creation.

Silence for preparation

We pray for the servants of your Gospel in every place, that your word may be heard.
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in
its faithful witness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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AM

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all
its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate.
Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,

ALL receive our prayer.

AM For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions
of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with
Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,

ALL receive our prayer.

AM For all who struggle amid the storms of life that they find peace and hope in your
loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving or fighting addiction,
physical or mental illness. Be with all in our community and the world who are
oppressed. Merciful God,

ALL receive our prayer.

AM For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
turbulent world. Guide council members and other church leaders with your still,
calm voice. Merciful God,

ALL receive our prayer.

AM We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our Earthly
journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God,

ALL receive our prayer.

AM Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL AMEN.

++ THE PEACE

Please stand, as you are able.

AM The peace of the Lord be with you always.

ALL And also with you.

AM Let us turn to our AV Team and those worshiping with us on-line and on the radio
and say together,

ALL the peace of the Lord be with you.
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Holy Communion
Please be seated.

*During this time the ushers will pass the offering plates. If you prefer, you may

=0
l-':; - give remotely by scanning the QR code to the left or visiting our website
&4 www.ilcgreenwood.com and selecting GIVE from the menu. THANK YOU for your

" r . generosity.

Ty

++ THE OFFERTORY How Firm a Foundation ~ Emma Lou Diemer
The Chancel Choir

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said—To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed, For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid,;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; For [ will be with thee thy trouble to
bless, And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, My grace, all-sufficient,
shall be thy supply; The flame shall not harm thee; I only design Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose, I will not, [ will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never, no never, no never forsake.”

++ THE DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Please stand, as you are able.
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561
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-+ THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor Loving God,

ALL we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. AMEN.

++ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor The Lord be with you.

ALL And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

ALL We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Pastor continues with the Words of Institution.

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

=+ THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Please be seated.

ALL are invited regardless of your understanding, your faith background, or sense of worth. Christ invites you. Jesus gives
himself for you; Yes, for YOU. So come, come to the Table of the Lord. Communion is distributed by intinction, the dipping of
the bread into the cup. The silver cups hold wine. The stoneware cups hold grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon
request; please ask for gluten free as you approach the server. Prepackaged elements are available inside a bowl at the head of
the aisle. ALL are welcome to use the chancel rail for private prayer during the distribution.
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from Land of Rest Acclamations by Richard Proul

Copyright Information for This Bulletin

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

14



++ THE COMMUNION MUSIC He Looked Beyond My Fault and Saw My Needs

Vivian Ewart, Soloist / Jackson Lindley, Pianist Dottie Rambo

++ THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

Please stand, as you are able.

Pastor The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
God’s Grace!
ALL AMEN!

++ THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Pastor Compassionate God,

ALL through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. AMEN.

++ THE BENEDICTION

Pastor Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, "+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
ALL AMEN.
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v+ THE CLOSING HYMN Amazing Gace ELW # 779
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmoy, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 18511921, alt.
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++ THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR MISSION AND DISMISSAL
CM = Council Member of the Day

CM Let us proclaim together:

ALL By the grace of God, we are disciples growing in faith, serving our communities,
and connecting others to Christ.

CM Go in peace.

ALL Thanks be to God.

-+ THE POSTLUDE Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Wilber Held

THANK YOU to those serving in Worship today!

Council Member of the Day John Kinard

Lector / Assisting Minister John Kinard

Acolytes Ruth Divilbiss and Olive Divilbiss

Crucifer Parker Kinard

Communion Assistants Nathan Shumate, Ruth Divilbiss, and Olive Divilbiss
Sound and Video Technician(s)  George Beveridge and Jim Cochran

Altar Guild Carl Monson

Ushers Bill Gilbert and Stacy Volpone

Counter John Kinard

Officer on Duty Will Stroup

Altar flowers today are given by Elaine and David Rosenbaum in honor of students,
teachers, and administrators who have returned to school.
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THIS WEEK AT ILC

Sunday, August 9

9 a.m. Worship (Nave)
10 a.m. Coffee time and Adult Christian Education (Old Fellowship Hall)
4:30 p.m. Worship (Nave)

Monday, August 10

Pickleball is on break until after Labor Day.

Tuesday, August 11

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)
10 a.m. Worship Committee Meeting (McCombs Meeting Room)
11 a.m. Mutual Ministry Meeting (McCombs Meeting Room)

Wednesday, August 12

9 a.m. Lion’s Club Metting (McCombs Meeting Room)
9 a.m. God’s Gardeners

For questions or interest in joining, please contact Sue Frantz. (sfrantz1551@gmail.com)

Thursday, August 13

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)

6 p.m. The Dining Divas will be going to Fusion. Sign up on the WELCA board or text
JoAn Crowder at 864-942-9191.

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice

Saturday, August 15

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Boyter’s Driving School (Fellowship Center)

Please make sure you are registered to receive Immanuel’s electronic
communications and weekly newsletter by scanning the QR code.
Announcements for the Sunday bulletin and the weekly newsletter are due to

Dr. Will by Wednesday at 10 a.m.
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H THE ANNOUNCEMENTS  (week of 8/09,/2026)

e Church Office Hours - have changed to 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. Tuesday - Friday.

e Congregational Luncheon - There will be a congregational luncheon on
Sunday, September 13, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Center. The meal will be
catered by Howard's on Main. This will be our opening celebration as we begin our

125th year of ministry in Greenwood. We ask that you please make a reservation for
the meal by e-mailing Dr. Will by Tuesday, September 8.

-+ THE PRAYER LIST

*Please email Dr. Will to add or remove names.
If anyone needs visitation, please contact Pastor Chris.

Those in need of healing: Maddy Bell, Linda Beveridge, Stephanie Branch, Wayne Cannon,
Tom Carter, Vicky Crawford, Patricia Carteron, Steve Crooks, Oliver Conaty, Laquana Davis, the
family of Spencer Franks, Cheryl Gagné, Michael Gagné, the Goodman family, Traver Gowan,
Pop Pop Gowan, Chelsea Hall, Samuel Raines, John Mark Scruggs, Muriel Houde-Stickney,
Tracy Koester, David Krumwiede, Juan Luna, Anna Luna, Judith Mutter, Chandler Patterson,
Susan Smitty Stahley, Earl Womack, and Betty Weeks.

Those with long term needs: Gail Bouknight, Grayson Brock, Bob Brock, Rick Coker, Richard

Coker, Helen Harrell, Latrosha Fuller, Willie Fred Kennedy, Lois Kuntz, Juan Luna, Nancy Nash,
Martin Pueschel, Rodine Russell (NHC 226-D), Sara Russell, Jeanne Shealy, and Deanna Whitt.

Those in the military: Daniel Darling, Nicholas Pueschel, and Devin Rosenbaum.

Expectant and new again parents and siblings, the women of Kinard Manor and ALL in
recovery, the people fed through our Soup Kitchen Ministry and Food Pantry Ministry, the
people participating in our Jail Ministry, the people of our Matthew 25:40 Ministry, along with

the people they continue to help in Guatemala, and

The families of Saints who have been received into their eternal rest: George Lee Natvig.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Immanuel Lutheran Church
501 East Creswell Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29646
864-223-0590, Church Web Site: www.ilcgreenwood.com
office@ilcgreenwood.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
* Closed on Mondays

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor

pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com

John Kinard, Congregation President
jlkinard29@yahoo.com

Dr. Will Cleveland, Parish Administrator / Director of Music

will@ilcoreenwood.com

Juan Luna, Sexton
Samuel Hurley and Kristen Metts, Parish Custodians

SERVING THE CHURCH IN GREATER CAPACITIES

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA
The Rev. Ginny Aebischer, Bishop, South Carolina Synod

20



http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
mailto:pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com
mailto:will@ilcgreenwood.com

