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THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING TO WORSHIP WITH US!

WE BELIEVE THAT GUESTS ARE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and we
seek to make your visit faithful and positive! Please scan the QR code to left or sign
the Pew Register (red notebook) as it is passed down your pew.

WE BELIEVE THAT SERVING CHRIST MEANS SERVING OUR
NEIGHBORS. Our name, Immanuel, means “God with us.” Everything we do is to
welcome and serve the Lord who is here among us, in you, and in our neighbors.
Our ministries, from our Worship to our Soup Kitchen and Food Bank, from our Jail Ministry to our
Women’s Drug Recovery house, from our Homeless Children’s Ministry to our Campus Ministry at
Lander University, are all designed and carried out to share "God with us” with our surrounding
neighborhood and city. God’s Love is inexhaustible! People from all around town work alongside us to
share this Love with our neighbors. You can too!

WE BELIEVE THAT CHURCH is where disagreements may occur, and the love of Christ draws us
together to worship and work together. We do not all agree on everything, but we do love God and each
other, and that is enough!

WE BELIEVE THAT GOD LOVES EVERYONE, so we do too! ALL are welcome here!

HOSPITALITY

RESTROOMS - Our Handicap Accessible Restroom is located just outside the door by the pulpit.
We also have restrooms downstairs nearby.

THE CHILD CARE ROOM IS OPEN! - We have a room for parents that offers a private, quick, and
convenient space for caring for children. The room is located just outside of the sanctuary through the
door beside the pulpit.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

During Lent we jowrney with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s
Gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new
birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up
with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.



Order of Worship
As the prelude begins, please prepare your heart and mind for Worship in SILENT meditation.

++ THE PRELUDE My Song Is Love Unknown Matthew H. Corl
Dr. Will Cleveland, Organ

=+ THE LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES The Bowen Family

v+ THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ELW # 520

Please stand, as you are able.
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Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 16191684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
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++ THE APOSTOLIC GREETING The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor

Pastor The grace of our lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
ALL And also with you.

++ THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor Let us pray: O God, our leader and guide,

ALL in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift your life to
all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.

The children may come forward for a short message, then go downstairs to Children’s Church and return during Communion.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

*b THE LESSON  Genesis 12:1-4a
Summary
Lector In today’s lesson, we learn that God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose that
through them all the families of the Earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their
journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. Now, the
lesson from the book of Genesis in the Old Testament.

Lector "The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. *I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. * I will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the

families of the earth shall be blessed.” * So Abram went, as the Lord had told him,
and Lot went with him.

Lector Here ends the lesson. For the word given to us,
ALL Thanks be to God.



v+ THE PSALM 121

Lector

ALL

Lector

ALL

Lector

ALL

Lector

ALL

' lift my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of Heaven and Earth.

> The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over
you fall asleep.

“Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

> the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
¢ the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth for evermore.



++ THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION AND READING  John 3:1-17

Please stand as you are able.

Pastor
ALL
Pastor
ALL

Pastor

Pastor

ALL

The Son of Man must be lifted up,

that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the 3™ chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” * Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born!” ® Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. © What is born of the flesh
is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. * Do not be astonished that I said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.” ® The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” ' Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you
do not understand these things!

1 “Very truly, 1 tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen,
yet you do not receive our testimony. * If I have told you about earthly things and
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? "> No one
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. " And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, ° that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “Eor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

++ THE SERMON The Rev. Chris Christopher

Please be seated.



++ THE HYMN OF THE DAY If You but Trust in God to Guide You ELW # 769

Please stand, as you are able.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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++ THE APOSTLES’ CREED

AM Together, let us profess our faith.

ALL I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection

of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.

++ THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please be seated or kneel. AM = Assisting Minister

AM Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
needs of the world.

Silence for preparation

AM Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of
church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages give your church the means to
praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God.

ALL Your mercy is great.

AM Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists,
and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

ALL Your mercy is great.

AM Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of ALL leaders to seek
the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice,
deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.

ALL Your mercy is great.



AM

ALL

AM

ALL

AM

ALL

AM
ALL

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to
any who feel condemned and lift any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to
all who are struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and
new members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this
community to journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death.
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this
whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

AMEN.

++ THE CONFESSION

Pastor

ALL

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

AMEN.

"I" THE ABSOLUTION (Declaration of Forgiveness)

Pastor

ALL

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of

++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from
the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and
peace.

AMEN.



++ THE PEACE

Please stand, as you are able.

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.

ALL And also with you.

Pastor Let us turn to our AV Team and those worshiping with us on-line and on the radio
and say together,

ALL the peace of the Lord be with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Holy Communion
Please be seated and let us continue Worship with our offering.

E E *During this time the ushers will pass the offering plates. If you prefer, you may

|__-t'_r {4 give remotely by scanning the QR code to the left or visiting our website
- s B www.ilcgreenwood.com and selecting GIVE from the menu. THANK YOU for your

o
generosity.

iy

++ THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM  And No Bird Sang  Douglas E. Wagner
The Chancel Choir

Calm was the wind and dark was the sky, when our Lord came to die; Lone on the cross for our sins
He did hang, and no bird sang. Women and men with anguish and fear,
then to His Cross drew near, drew near; Hushed then to feel the bitter, bitter pang, no bird sang.
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Lord have mercy, God’s will be, will be done, eleison.
No bird sang in the sky, no bird sang in the sky, when Christ did come to die.
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+ THE DOXOLOGY

All Praise to God Above

Please stand, as you are able.

WONDROUS LOVE

J=10 Southern Hormony, c. 1843
[} BRSSP E AT I DR F SIS B L e
Fy] = [ - [ S 1

All praisec 0 God a - bove, who cre - a - icd the world Praisc to the ome who

i I

]

—

1
o =

[
b o ST R N A S T PR
t-l N I

made

all things g:l:u;rd.. All praise to e - sus  Christ, who gave for us__ his

oL

L 1NN
LN
| 188

] I ] : I : 1
1 1 | 1 ! I
N ——
life. All praisc the Ho - Iy Spir - it, who calls us lawe All
i7
1
| . . J 2 =
‘._] ! I '-.\_\_‘_‘_'___ - TF
praise the Ho - by Thres in - one

++ THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor

ALL

Let us pray: O God, maker of Heaven and Earth,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to

you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood

of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

AMEN.

++ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor
ALL
Pastor
ALL
Pastor

ALL

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor continues with the Words of Institution.
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+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN.

+ THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Please be seated.

ALL are invited regardless of your understanding, your faith background, or sense of worth. Christ invites you. Jesus gives
himself for you; Yes, for YOU. So come, come to the Table of the Lord. Communion is distributed by intinction, the dipping of
the bread into the cup. The silver cups hold wine. The stoneware cups hold grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon
request; please ask for gluten free as you approach the server. Prepackaged elements are available inside a bowl at the head of
the aisle. ALL are welcome to use the chancel rail for private prayer during the distribution.

Copyright Information for This Bulletin

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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++ THE INCLUSION OF COMMUNION WITH OUR HOMEBOUND

Pastor [ invite our Ministers to the Homebound to come forward. Let us pray:
Gracious God, loving ALL your family with a mother’s tender care: As
you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to
share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and
imprisoned.

ALL In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this

sacrament and give us ALL the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. Go forth with our
greetings and prayers, that we all are one, drawn together in Christ. AMEN.

=+ THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

Please stand, as you are able.

Pastor The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
God’s Grace!
ALL AMEN!

v+ THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Pastor Let us pray: God of our salvation,

ALL we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.

=+ THE BENEDICTION

Pastor Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.

ALL AMEN.
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++ THE CLOSING HYMN
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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++ THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR MISSION AND DISMISSAL
CM = Council Member of the Day

CM Let us proclaim together:

ALL By the grace of God, we are disciples growing in faith, serving our communities,
and connecting others to Christ.

CM Go in peace.

ALL Thanks be to God.

"I" THE POSTLUDE If You but Trust in God to Guide You, BWV 642 Johann Sebastian Bach

*After Worship, please join us downstairs in the Old Fellowship Hall for Coffee time and Adult Christian
Education. Today’s topic: Living Lutheran.

THANK YOU to those serving in Worship today!

Council Member of the Day Lianne Smith

Lector and Assisting Minister Lianne Smith

Crucifer Parker Kinard

Communion Assistants Bo Bowman, Danny Kinard, and Lianne Smith
Sound and Video Technician(s)  George Beveridge

Altar Guild Zeolean Kinard

Ushers Larry Hammond and Charlotte Ehney
Counters Janet Ahn and Y] Ahn

Officer on Duty Will Stroup
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+ THE PRAYER LIST

*Please email Dr. Will to add or remove names.
[f anyone needs visitation, please contact Pastor Chris.

Those in need of healing: Maddy Bell, Linda Beveridge, Stephanie Branch, Wayne Cannon,
Tom Carter, Vicky Crawford, Patricia Carteron, Steve Crooks, Nancy Crooks, Oliver Conaty,
Laquana Davis, Ronald Ewart, the family of Spencer Franks, Michael Gagné, the Goodman
family, Traver Gowan, Pop Pop Gowan, Chelsea Hall, John Mark Scruggs,

Muriel Houde-Stickney, Tracy Koester, David Krumwiede, Juan Luna, Judith Mutter,
Chandler Patterson, and Betty Weeks.

Those with long term needs: Gail Bouknight, Rick Coker, Richard Coker, Brenda Donahue,
Latrosha Fuller, Willie Fred Kennedy, Lois Kuntz, Rodine Russell (NHC 226-D), Sara Russell,
Jeanne Shealy, Deanna Whitt, and Emily Wallace.

Those in the military: Daniel Darling and Devin Rosenbaum.

Expectant and new again parents and siblings, the women of Kinard Manor and ALL in recovery,
the people fed through our Soup Kitchen Ministry and Food Pantry Ministry, the people
participating in our Jail Ministry, the people of our Matthew 25:40 Ministry, along with the people
they continue to help in Guatemala, and

The families of Saints who have been received into their eternal rest: Frances Herlong Floyd,
Spencer Franks, Lorraine Moeller, and Steve Presley.
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THIS WEEK AT ILC
Sunday, March 1

9 a.m. Worship (Nave)

10 a.m. Coffee Time and Adult Christian Education (Old Fellowship Hall)
11 a.m. Council Meeting (McCombs Meeting Room)

4:30 p.m. Worship (Nave)

5:30 p.m. Lenten Dinner (Old Fellowship Hall)

Monday, March 2
1 p.m. WELCA Meeting (McCombs Meeting Room)

6:30 p.m. Pickleball - Monday, January 12, 6:30 p.m. ALL are invited.

If interested, please contact Larry Hammond at (landkhamm@gmail.com) or just show up.

Tuesday, March 3

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)
1 p.m. - Bible Study (McCombs Meeting Room)

Wednesday, March 4
9 a.m. God’s Gardeners

Community Lenten Pilgrimage
First Presbyterian Church
108 East Cambridge Avenue, Greenwood

12 p.m. - 1" seating for lunch

12:30 p.m.- Service

1 p.m. - 2™ seating for lunch (Fellowship Center)

$2 donation is requested to help with the cost of lunch.

4 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice
5 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice

Thursday, March 5

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)

18


mailto:landkhamm@gmail.com

++ THE ANNOUNCEMENTS (week of 3/01,/2026)

Items needed for Kinard Manor
(can be left in the Dot Wise room)

« Twin bed top sheets (NOT fitted)
« Cleaning sponges

o Pillows - standard size

o Pillowcases - standard size
e Lysol spray

« Ibuprofen

« Tylenol

e Motrin

« Cough drops

o Underwear - size 7 or 8.

o Cotton

Please make sure you are registered to receive Immanuel’s electronic
communications and weekly newsletter by scanning the QR code. Announcements
for the Sunday bulletin and the weekly newsletter are due to Dr. Will by
Wednesday at 10 a.m.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Immanuel Lutheran Church
501 East Creswell Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29646
864-223-0590, Church Web Site: www.ilcgreenwood.com
office@ilcgreenwood.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
* Closed on Mondays

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor

pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com

John Kinard, Congregation President
jlkinard29@yahoo.com

Dr. Will Cleveland, Parish Administrator / Director of Music

will@ilcoreenwood.com

Trey Morris, Campus Ministry Coordinator
treyorville@icloud.com

Sammy Hurley and Kristen Metts, Parish Custodians

SERVING THE CHURCH IN GREATER CAPACITIES

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA
The Rev. Ginny Aebischer, Bishop, South Carolina Synod

20



http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
mailto:pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com
mailto:will@ilcgreenwood.com

