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THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING TO WORSHIP WITH US! 

                                                                                                                                               
 WE BELIEVE THAT GUESTS ARE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and we 
seek to make your visit faithful and positive! Please scan the QR code to left or sign 
the Pew Register (red notebook) as it is passed down your pew.  
 
WE BELIEVE THAT SERVING CHRIST MEANS SERVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS. Our name, Immanuel, means “God with us.” Everything we do is to 
welcome and serve the Lord who is here among us, in you, and in our neighbors. 

Our ministries, from our Worship to our Soup Kitchen and Food Bank, from our Jail Ministry to our 
Women’s Drug Recovery house, from our Homeless Children’s Ministry to our Campus Ministry at 
Lander University, are all designed and carried out to share "God with us” with our surrounding 
neighborhood and city. God’s Love is inexhaustible! People from all around town work alongside us to 
share this Love with our neighbors. You can too! 
 
WE BELIEVE THAT CHURCH is where disagreements may occur, and the love of Christ draws us 
together to worship and work together. We do not all agree on everything, but we do love God and each 
other, and that is enough!   
 
WE BELIEVE THAT GOD LOVES EVERYONE, so we do too! ALL are welcome here! 
 

HOSPITALITY  
 
RESTROOMS - Our Handicap Accessible Restroom is located just outside the door by the pulpit.                        
                            We also have restrooms downstairs nearby.   
 
CHILD CARE - We have a room for parents that offers a private, quick, and convenient space for caring 
for children. The room is located just outside of the sanctuary through the door beside the pulpit.   
 
                                                       INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s Gospel includes Jesus’ 
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. 
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter 
reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of 
darkness into light. In words and deeds, we bear witness to the risen Christ—our 
way, our truth, our life. 
                     

                                               ORDER OF WORSHIP   

☩ THE WELCOME           John Kinard, Council Member of the Day                                                                                

☩ THE PRELUDE           Christ Is Arisen    Anton Wilhelm Leupold  
                                                    Dr. Will Cleveland, Organist 
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☩ THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN        The Church’s One Foundation      ELW # 654 
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☩ THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND APOSTOLIC GREETING                          
                                                                                     The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor    
Pastor       Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
ALL         Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!          
Pastor      The grace of our lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
              Holy Spirit be with you all.   
ALL        And also with you.  
 

☩ THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Pastor Almighty God, Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.    
ALL  Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of Christ’s   

commandments, and to share Christ’s risen life with ALL the world, for Jesus lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

                                                                                         Please be seated.         
 

☩ THE LESSON    Proverbs 4:10-18 
 
                                                                                         Summary  
 

Lector  Today’s lesson outlines two contrasting paths: the way of wisdom, leading to life, 
and the way of wickedness, leading to ruin. The lesson urges listening to instruction 
for a blessed life, avoiding the treacherous path of evildoers, and highlights that 
righteous living grows brighter, while wickedness leads to darkness. Now, the lesson 
from the book of Proverbs in the Old Testament. 

 
 
Lector        10 Hear, my child, and accept my words, that the years of your life may be many. 

11 I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness. 
12 When you walk, your step will not be hampered, and if you run, you will not 
stumble. 13 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life. 
14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evildoers. 
15 Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on.  
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                     16 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; they are robbed of sleep 
unless they have made someone stumble. 17 For they eat the bread of wickedness and 
drink the wine of violence. 18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.   

 
Lector Here ends the lesson. For the word given to us,    
ALL      Thanks be to God.  

 

☩ THE PSALM    119:25-32                
 
Lector 25 My soul cleaves to the dust; give me life according to your word.    
ALL  26 I have recounted my ways, and you answered me; instruct me in your statutes. 
   
Lector 27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, that I may meditate on 

your marvelous works.    
ALL  28 My soul melts away from sorrow; sustain me according to your word.   
  
Lector 29 Take from me the way of lying; let me find grace through your teaching.   
ALL  30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I have set your judgments before me.  
 
Lector   32 I will run the way of your commandments, 
ALL  for you increase my heart's capacity.  
  
 

☩ THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Celtic Alleluia      
        Please stand, as you are able.                                         
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☩ THE GOSPEL READING   John 14:1-14 
 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the 14th chapter.                                                              
ALL  Glory to You, O Lord.     
 
Pastor Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 
you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask 
me for anything, I will do it.” 

 

Pastor          This is the Gospel of the Lord.                        
ALL          Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

☩ THE SERMON                                                     The Rev. Chris Christopher  
       Please be seated.                                                                                       
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☩ THE HYMN OF THE DAY              I Received the Living God              ELW # 477 

       Please stand, as you are able.     
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☩ THE NICENE CREED   
      AM = Assisting Minister 
 
AM  Living together in joy, let us confess our faith. 
ALL We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. AMEN. 

 

☩ THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
        Please be seated or kneel.         

 
AM Trusting in the power of Christ’s Resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of ALL creation.  
 

Silence for preparation 
 

AM God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast 
love to ALL whom they encounter. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.  
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AM  God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and  
valleys. Protect ALL you have created from the ravages of pollution and climate 
disaster. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments 

of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of 
compassion and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. 
Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for 

any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of 
purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to 

witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable 
to attend worship today. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer. 
 
AM God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are 

never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who 
witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer. 
 
AM            God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to ALL the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
ALL  AMEN.   
 

☩ THE PEACE   
     Please stand, as you are able.    
 

AM  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
ALL  And also with you.  
AM Let us turn to our AV Team and those worshiping with us on-line and on the radio 

and say together,  
ALL  the peace of the Lord be with you.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Holy Communion 

                                     Please be seated                                                             
 

*During this time the ushers will pass the offering plates. If you prefer, you may 
give remotely by scanning the QR code to the left or visiting our website 
www.ilcgreenwood.com and selecting GIVE from the menu. THANK YOU for your 
generosity. 
 
          
 

☩ THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation   Dale Wood  
                                                                           The Chancel Choir  
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the Head and Corner stone; 
Chosen of the Lord, and precious, binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help  for ever, And her confidence alone. 
To this temple, where we call Thee, come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
With Thy wonted loving kindness hear Thy servants as they pray; 

and Thy fullest benediction shed within in its walls alway. 
Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One, 

One in might, and One in glory, while unending ages run. 
 

                                          

☩ THE DOXOLOGY         Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow       
      Please stand, as you are able.                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN    

 

http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
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☩ THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
Pastor  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
ALL You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 

and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness 
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
AMEN. 

 

☩ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
ALL           And also with you. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
ALL  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
                                           The Pastor continues with the Words of Institution.   

 

☩ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN. 

 

☩ THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
       Please be seated.  
 
ALL are invited regardless of your understanding, your faith background, or sense of worth. Christ invites you. Jesus gives 
himself for you; Yes, for YOU. So come, come to the Table of the Lord. Communion is distributed by intinction, the dipping of 
the bread into the cup. The silver cups hold wine. The stoneware cups hold grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request; please ask for gluten free as you approach the server. Prepackaged elements are available inside a bowl at the head of 
the aisle. ALL are welcome to use the chancel rail for private prayer during the distribution. 
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☩ THE AGNUS DEI                        Lamb of God                                    ELW Setting 4 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Information for This Bulletin 
 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
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☩ THE COMMUNION HYMN             I Come with Joy            ELW # 482    

 
 

☩ THE INCLUSION OF COMMUNION WITH OUR HOMEBOUND 

 
Pastor  Let us pray: Gracious God, loving ALL your family with a mother’s tender care:             
ALL As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth 

to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and  
imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive 
this sacrament and give us ALL the comfort of your abiding presence through the  
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. Go forth with our  
greetings and prayers, that we all are one, drawn together in Christ. AMEN. 

 

☩ THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

        Please stand, as you are able. 
 

Pastor  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s Grace!  

ALL  AMEN!   
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☩ THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
Pastor       Let us pray: Holy One, 
ALL          through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things  
                    new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to     
                    bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, AMEN.  
        

☩ THE BENEDICTION    
                
Pastor        God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
ALL AMEN.         
 
 
      
 

THANK YOU to those serving in Worship today! 
 
           Council Member of the Day           Lianne Smith  
           Lector /Assisting Minister              Chandler Darling  
             Crucifer                                          Parker Kinard 
           Communion Assistants       Max Divilbiss, Ruth Divilbiss, and Olive Divilbiss                          
           Sound and Video Technician(s)     George Beveridge and Ray Lorick       
           Altar Guild                                     Carl Monson 
           Ushers                                            Chandler Darling and Alan Darling          
           Counter                                          John Kinard  
           Officer on Duty                              Will Stroup         
 
         Altar flowers today are given by Leisa and Richard Hotchkiss to the Glory of God and in  
          honor of their 29th wedding anniversary.   
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 ☩ THE CLOSING HYMN          Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee        ELW # 836 
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☩ THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR MISSION AND DISMISSAL 
 
AM  Let us proclaim together: 
ALL By the grace of God, we are disciples growing in faith, serving our communities, 

and connecting others to Christ. 
AM  Go forth as Easter people proclaiming Christ is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
ALL  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

☩ THE POSTLUDE                 Thine Is the Glory       Anna Laura Page       
 
 
 

☩ THE PRAYER LIST 
*Please email Dr. Will to add or remove names. 

If anyone needs visitation, please contact Pastor Chris. 

 
Those in need of healing: Maddy Bell, Linda Beveridge, Stephanie Branch, Wayne Cannon,  
Tom Carter, Vicky Crawford, Patricia Carteron, Steve Crooks, Oliver Conaty, Laquana Davis, 
Ronald Ewart, the family of Spencer Franks, Michael Gagné, the Goodman family, Traver Gowan, 
Pop Pop Gowan, Chelsea Hall, Samuel Raines, John Mark Scruggs, Muriel Houde-Stickney,                 
Tracy Koester, David Krumwiede, Anna Luna, Judith Mutter, Chandler Patterson, and                    
Betty Weeks. 
 
Those with long term needs: Gail Bouknight, Rick Coker, Richard Coker, Latrosha Fuller,     
Willie Fred Kennedy, Lois Kuntz, Martin Pueschel, Rodine Russell (NHC 226-D), Sara Russell,        
Jeanne Shealy, Deanna Whitt, and Emily Wallace.  
 
Those in the military: Daniel Darling, Nicholas Pueschel, and Devin Rosenbaum. 
 
Expectant and new again parents and siblings, the women of Kinard Manor and ALL in 
recovery, the people fed through our Soup Kitchen Ministry and Food Pantry Ministry, the 
people participating in our Jail Ministry, the people of our Matthew 25:40 Ministry, along with 
the people they continue to help in Guatemala, and 
 
The families of Saints who have been received into their eternal rest: Dave Kenzie and                  
Nancy Powell.    
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Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA)                                                                                      

Each year WELCA selects a project in which to participate.   
This year we have chosen to collect shelf stable foods for {GAAP} 
God’s Abundance for ALL People, an ecumenical food bank 
serving a wide area in and around Newberry. The GAAP is 
supported by churches including The Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer in Newberry.  

The mission is to provide supplemental groceries to families in need by allowing them to shop 
freely and with dignity for groceries. We are asking for donations of shelf stable foods such as: 
shelf stable meat in pop top cans or in pouches such as beanie weenies for the homeless,                       
meal in a can like Spaghetti – Os.                                                                                                                    
cereal, grits, oatmeal. granola bars, etc.                                                                                                  
packs of Crackers/snacks and Rice or instant potatoes 

 
Collection boxes will be placed outside the WELCA room and in the Narthex for your 
donations. Thank you for your support! 
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THIS WEEK AT ILC 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, May 3 
 
9 a.m. Worship (Nave) 
10 a.m. Coffee time and adult Christian Education (Old Fellowship Hall)  
4:30 p.m. Worship (Nave)  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Monday, May 4 
 12 p.m.  Connections Committee (Library)  
 1 p.m.    WELCA meeting (McCombs Meeting Room)   
 6:30 p.m. Pickleball ALL are invited.                                                                                                                                          
If interested, please contact Larry Hammond at (landkhamm@gmail.com) or just show up. 
 7 p.m. Property Committee   
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, May 5          
 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)  
1 p.m. Bible study topic: excerpts from Exodus (McCombs Meeting Room)  
_____________________________________________________________________________                                                        
Wednesday, May 6  
 
9 a.m. God’s Gardeners  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Thursday, May 7  
 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)  
4 p.m. Chancel Choir practice (Choir Room)  
5 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice (Bell Room)  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Please make sure you are registered to receive Immanuel’s electronic 
communications and weekly newsletter by scanning the QR code. 
Announcements for the Sunday bulletin and the weekly newsletter are due to 
Dr. Will by Wednesday at 10 a.m. Information for the June/ July Messenger is 
due Tuesday, May 26.  

mailto:landkhamm@gmail.com
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☩ THE ANNOUNCEMENTS (week of 5/03/2026) 
 

• ILC Committees and Members – We are attempting to compile a thorough list of all ILC 
committees and their members. If you are the point person for a committee, please contact 
Courtney Christensen at (courtneychristensen@me.com) to get the names of anyone who 
has signed up on the time/talent forms and make sure your committee list is current. You 
may also reach out to Courtney if you are interested in joining a committee and need the 
point person. A hard copy of the committee lists, as currently compiled, is located near the 
copier in the office.  

• God’s Gardeners – has an opportunity for you to help beautify the Church grounds by 
being part of the “Adopt-a-Spot” program. What this entails is a once or twice a month 
commitment to clean, weed, and plant flowers in a spot on the Church grounds. Some 
areas to adopt include:  
 
1. Flower beds in front of the bushes on each side of the Front “red” door going into the   

Narthex; 
2. Flower beds along the drive by the canopy where you enter the church to the business 

offices; 
3. Circle beds of flowers that are by the Welcome Center entrance  

Volunteers are also needed to weed in the parking lot across the street. 
 
          Please reach out to Sue Frantz with questions and to let her know what area you would like    
          to adopt. 847 - 323 – 0633 (sfrantz1551@gmail.com) 
          Thank you in advance for your willingness to support God’s Gardeners as we continue to  
          beautify the Church grounds. 

 
• Matthew 2540 – needs your help in securing items for the mission trip to Guatemala. 

Please consider purchasing items from Amazon through the link in the Friday newsletter. 
Also, please consider helping with the packing party NEXT Thursday, May 14, at 5 p.m. in 
ILC’s Fellowship Center.  
 

Copyright Information for This Bulletin 
 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common   
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                                
501 East Creswell Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29646                                                                                                                   

864-223-0590, Church Web Site: www.ilcgreenwood.com 
office@ilcgreenwood.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                                                                             
* Closed on Mondays   

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor                                                                                            
pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com 

 

John Kinard, Congregation President                                                                               
jlkinard29@yahoo.com 

 
Dr. Will Cleveland, Parish Administrator / Director of Music                                        

will@ilcgreenwood.com 
 

Juan Luna, Sexton  
 

Samuel Hurley and Kristen Metts, Parish Custodians      
 

 
 
 
 

SERVING THE WIDER CHURCH  
 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA                                                                         
The Rev. Ginny Aebischer, Bishop, South Carolina Synod 
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