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THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING TO WORSHIP WITH US! 

                                                                                                                                               
 WE BELIEVE THAT GUESTS ARE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and we 
seek to make your visit faithful and positive! Please scan the QR code to left or sign 
the Pew Register (red notebook) as it is passed down your pew.  
 
WE BELIEVE THAT SERVING CHRIST MEANS SERVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS. Our name, Immanuel, means “God with us.” Everything we do is to 
welcome and serve the Lord who is here among us, in you, and in our neighbors. 

Our ministries, from our Worship to our Soup Kitchen and Food Bank, from our Jail Ministry to our 
Women’s Drug Recovery house, from our Homeless Children’s Ministry to our Campus Ministry at 
Lander University, are all designed and carried out to share "God with us” with our surrounding 
neighborhood and city. God’s Love is inexhaustible! People from all around town work alongside us to 
share this Love with our neighbors. You can too! 
WE BELIEVE THAT CHURCH is where disagreements may occur, and the love of Christ draws us 
together to worship and work together. We do not all agree on everything, but we do love God and each 
other, and that is enough!   
WE BELIEVE THAT GOD LOVES EVERYONE, so we do too! ALL are welcome here! 
 

HOSPITALITY  
RESTROOMS - Our Handicap Accessible Restroom is located just outside the door by the pulpit.                        
                            We also have restrooms downstairs nearby.   
CHILD CARE - We have a room for parents that offers a private, quick, and convenient space for caring 
for children. The room is located just outside of the sanctuary through the door beside the pulpit.   
 
                                                          INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

The name Pentecost comes from the Jewish festival celebrating the 
harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence 
within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and 
flame, bringing God’s presence to ALL people. Paul reminds us that 
though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that 
equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, 

empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and 
sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

☩ THE WELCOME         Sue Kaufman, Council Member of the Day     

☩ THE PRELUDE          Rushing Mighty Wind       Tammy Waldrop 
                                      The Handchime Choir and The Resurrection Ringers  
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☩ THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN     God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind    ELW # 400  
        Please stand, as you are able.      
 

 
 
 
 



4 
 

☩ THE APOSTOLIC GREETING                       The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor  
  
Pastor The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.   
ALL And also with you.  
 

☩ THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Pastor O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending  

into us your Holy Spirit.  
ALL  Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in ALL  

things and rejoice at ALL times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
AMEN. 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



5 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

                                                                                         Please be seated.         
 

☩ THE LESSON Acts 2:1-21 
                                                                                              Summary 
Lector Before ascending into heaven, Jesus told the disciples they would be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Amid signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages, the people were amazed and astonished 
at Jesus’ promise coming true. Now, the lesson from the book of Acts in the New Testament.    

 
Lector 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one 

place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They 
are filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning.  16 No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, 
both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 
Lector Here ends the lesson. For the word given to us,                                                                       
ALL      Thanks be to God.   
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☩ THE PSALM        104:24-34, 35b 
 

 
   
Cantor Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.  
ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.  
 
Cantor 24 How manifold are your  works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all; the  

Earth is full of your creatures. 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms 
too many to number, living things both small and great. 

ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.   
 
Cantor 26 There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
   27 All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.   
ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.   
 
Cantor 28 You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled  with  

good things. 29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their  
breath, they die and return to their dust. 

ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.   
 
Cantor 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the  

Earth. 31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; O Lord, rejoice in all your works. 
ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.   
 
Cantor 32 You look at the Earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke.  

33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my  
being. 

ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.   
 
Cantor 34 May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 

35b Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah!  
ALL  Send forth your Spirit, O LORD, and renew the face of the Earth.   
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  ☩ THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                              ELW Setting 10  
        Please stand, as you are able.              
   

                                                                         
 
☩ THE GOSPEL READING  John 20:19-23 
  
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the 20th chapter.                             
ALL  Glory to You, O Lord.     
 

Pastor 19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  
22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” 

 
 
Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.                 
ALL  Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
☩ THE SERMON                                                     The Rev. Chris Christopher  
       Please be seated.       
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☩ THE HYMN OF THE DAY           We Are One in the Spirit                  
       Please stand, as you are able.     
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☩ THE NICENE CREED   
      AM = Assisting Minister 
 
AM  Living together in joy, let us confess our faith. 
ALL We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. AMEN. 

 
☩ THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
        Please be seated or kneel.         

 
AM Trusting in the power of Christ’s Resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of ALL creation.  
 

Silence for preparation 
 

AM O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire ALL 
ministers of the Gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to ALL whom they 
encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
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AM              You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the Earth. Protect living things,  
bring forth clean water and abundant food and grant us wonder as we contemplate 
what you have made. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among 

nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide those in government and society to 
work for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend 
as we remember those who died in service to their country. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM You send the Holy Spirit to surround those who are graduating. Bless our Emerald 

High School graduate Nathan, and our Lander University graduates Katie and 
Davison with hope, so that they move into the future with eager and open hearts. 
Help them to put the knowledge, skills, and insights gained through their education 
to use for the good of ALL humankind. Inspire them to believe in the goodness of 
life even when faced with challenges and difficulties. Merciful God,  

ALL  receive our prayer. 
 
AM You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. Send comfort upon the families 

and loved ones of the fallen this Memorial Day weekend. Heal their broken hearts, 
ease their sorrow, and let them feel Your strong, loving presence during their 
grief. Merciful God, 

ALL  receive our prayer. 
 
AM            God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to ALL the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
ALL  AMEN.  
  

☩ THE PEACE   
     Please stand, as you are able.    
 

AM  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
ALL  And also with you.  
AM Let us turn to our AV Team and those worshiping with us on-line and on the radio 

and say together,  
ALL  the peace of the Lord be with you.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Holy Communion 

                                     Please be seated.                                                             
 
*During this time the ushers will pass the offering plates. If you prefer, you may 

give remotely by scanning the QR code to the left or visiting our website 
www.ilcgreenwood.com and selecting GIVE from the menu. THANK YOU for your 
generosity. 
 
         
  

☩ THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM      Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me    K. Lee Scott                                                                    
                                                                                    The Parish Choir  
 

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracious be; Help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; 
And, with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal;  
And, with actions bold and meek, For Christ, my Savior, speak. 

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, I would truthful be; Help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; 
And with wisdom to kind and clear, thy life in mine appear; And, with actions brotherly, Speak Christ’s sincerity. 

Holy Spirit, dwell with me, I would holy be; Show they mercy tenderly, Make me more like thee; 
Separate from sin, I would And cherish all things good, And whatever I can be Give him who gave me thee. 

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; Help me now thy pow’r to see, I would be like thee; 
‘Gainst all weapons hell can wield by thou my strength and shield’ Let thy word my weapon be, Lord, Thine the victory. 

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee! 
 

☩ THE DOXOLOGY         Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow       
      Please stand, as you are able.                     LASST UNS ERFREUEN    

 

http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
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☩ THE OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
Pastor  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
ALL You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 

and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness 
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
AMEN. 

 

☩ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
ALL           And also with you. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
ALL  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
                                           The Pastor continues with the Words of Institution.   

 

☩ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN. 

 

☩ THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
       Please be seated.  
 
ALL are invited regardless of your understanding, your faith background, or sense of worth. Christ invites you. Jesus gives 
himself for you; Yes, for YOU. So come, come to the Table of the Lord. Communion is distributed by intinction, the dipping of 
the bread into the cup. The silver cups hold wine. The stoneware cups hold grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request; please ask for gluten free as you approach the server. Prepackaged elements are available inside a bowl at the head of 
the aisle. ALL are welcome to use the chancel rail for private prayer during the distribution. 
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☩ THE AGNUS DEI                       O Lamb of God  

 
                  from Land of Rest Acclamations by Richard Proulx 
 

Copyright Information for This Bulletin 
 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
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☩ THE COMMUNION ANTHEM          Come Holy Ghost      Thomas Attwood                                                                      
                                                     The Chancel Choir / Laura Margaret Fennell, Soloist  
 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire. 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above, Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 

Enable with perpetual light, The dullness of our blinded sight; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face, With the abundance of Thy grace. 

Keep far our foes, give peace at home, Where Thou art guide, no ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, And Thee of both to be but one, 
That through the ages all along, This may be our endless song; 

Praise to Thy eternal merit, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

☩ THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION                                                                               
      Please stand, as you are able.                      
Pastor  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

God’s Grace!  
ALL  AMEN!   
 

☩ THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
Pastor       Let us pray: Holy One, 
ALL          through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things  
                    new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to     
                    bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, AMEN.  
        

☩ THE RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES            
 

☩ THE BENEDICTION    
                
Pastor        God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
ALL AMEN.         
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☩ THE CLOSING HYMN   O Holy Spirit, Root of Life             ELW # 399 
 

 
 
 

☩ THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR MISSION AND DISMISSAL 
          CM = Council Member of the Day  

 
CM  Let us proclaim together: 
ALL By the grace of God, we are disciples growing in faith, serving our communities, 

and connecting others to Christ. 
CM  Go forth in the Spirit! 
ALL  Praise the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

☩ THE POSTLUDE             God of Grace         Paul Manz  
 
Please join us downstairs in the Old Fellowship Hall for a reception for our graduates.  
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THANK YOU to those serving in Worship today! 
 

 
           Council Member of the Day          Sue Kaufman  
           Lector /Assisting Minister             Kim Leemhuis  
           Cantor                                           Laura Margaret Fennell  
             Crucifer                                         Parker Kinard 
           Acolytes                                         Hendricks Bowen and Graham Bowen  
           Communion Assistants     Max Divilbiss, Ruth Divilbiss, and Olive Divilbiss   
           Sound and Video Technician(s)    Larry Hammond  
           Altar Guild                                    Sue Kaufman  
           Ushers                                           Wayne Boozer and Jean Boozer   
           Counter                                         Bill Gilbert  
           Officer on Duty                             Kevin Reeder   
 
 
         Altar flowers today are given by Erwin and Kat Finkbeiner to the Glory of God and in  
          honor of Immanuel's faithful church staff and volunteers. 
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☩ THE PRAYER LIST 
*Please email Dr. Will to add or remove names. 

If anyone needs visitation, please contact Pastor Chris. 

 
Those in need of healing: Maddy Bell, Linda Beveridge, Stephanie Branch, Wayne Cannon,  
Tom Carter, Vicky Crawford, Patricia Carteron, Steve Crooks, Oliver Conaty, Laquana Davis, 
Ronald Ewart, the family of Spencer Franks, Michael Gagné, the Goodman family, Traver Gowan, 
Pop Pop Gowan, Chelsea Hall, Samuel Raines, John Mark Scruggs, Muriel Houde-Stickney,                 
Tracy Koester, David Krumwiede, Anna Luna, Judith Mutter, Chandler Patterson, and                    
Betty Weeks. 
 
Those with long term needs: Gail Bouknight, Rick Coker, Richard Coker, Latrosha Fuller,     
Willie Fred Kennedy, Lois Kuntz, Martin Pueschel, Rodine Russell (NHC 226-D), Sara Russell,        
Jeanne Shealy, Deanna Whitt, and Emily Wallace.  
 
Those in the military: Daniel Darling, Nicholas Pueschel, and Devin Rosenbaum. 
 
Expectant and new again parents and siblings, the women of Kinard Manor and ALL in 
recovery, the people fed through our Soup Kitchen Ministry and Food Pantry Ministry, the 
people participating in our Jail Ministry, the people of our Matthew 25:40 Ministry, along with 
the people they continue to help in Guatemala, and 
 
The families of Saints who have been received into their eternal rest: Dave Kenzie,                  
Nancy Powell, and Brenda Sherrill. 
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THIS WEEK AT ILC 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, May 24 
 
9 a.m. Worship (Nave) 
10 a.m. Graduate Reception (Old Fellowship Hall)  
4:30 p.m. Worship (Nave)  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Monday, May 25 
 
Memorial Day   
 
No Pickleball 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Tuesday, May 26          
 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)  
_____________________________________________________________________________                                                        
Wednesday, May 27 
 
9 a.m. God’s Gardeners  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Thursday, May 28 
 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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☩ THE ANNOUNCEMENTS (week of 5/24/2026) 
 

• Fiesta Meal – tickets are now available for purchase by scanning the QR below. Also,    
Susan Hodges has tickets for sale: $25 for adults and $10 per child or pickleball round 
robin participant.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please make sure you are registered to receive Immanuel’s electronic 
communications and weekly newsletter by scanning the QR code. 
Announcements for the Sunday bulletin and the weekly newsletter are due to 
Dr. Will by Wednesday at 10 a.m. Information for the June/ July Messenger is  
due THIS Tuesday, May 26. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                                
501 East Creswell Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29646                                                                                                                   

864-223-0590, Church Web Site: www.ilcgreenwood.com 
office@ilcgreenwood.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                                                                             
* Closed on Mondays   

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor                                                                                            
pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com 

 
John Kinard, Congregation President                                                                               

jlkinard29@yahoo.com 
 

Dr. Will Cleveland, Parish Administrator / Director of Music                                        
will@ilcgreenwood.com 

 
Juan Luna, Sexton  

 
Samuel Hurley and Kristen Metts, Parish Custodians      

 
 
 
 
 

SERVING THE WIDER CHURCH  
 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA                                                                         
The Rev. Ginny Aebischer, Bishop, South Carolina Synod 
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