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THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING TO WORSHIP WITH US! 
                                                                                                                                               

 WE BELIEVE THAT GUESTS ARE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and we 
seek to make your visit faithful and positive! Please scan the QR code to left or sign 
the Pew Register (red notebook) as it is passed down your pew.  
 
WE BELIEVE THAT SERVING CHRIST MEANS SERVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS. Our name, Immanuel, means “God with us.” Everything we do is to 
welcome and serve the Lord who is here among us, in you, and in our neighbors. 

Our ministries, from our Worship to our Soup Kitchen and Food Bank, from our Jail Ministry to our 
Women’s Drug Recovery house, from our Homeless Children’s Ministry to our Campus Ministry at 
Lander University, are all designed and carried out to share "God with us” with our surrounding 
neighborhood and city. God’s Love is inexhaustible! People from all around town work alongside us to 
share this Love with our neighbors. You can too! 
 
WE BELIEVE THAT CHURCH is where disagreements may occur, and the love of Christ draws us 
together to worship and work together. We do not all agree on everything, but we do love God and each 
other, and that is enough!   
 
WE BELIEVE THAT GOD LOVES EVERYONE, so we do too! ALL are welcome here! 
 

HOSPITALITY  
 
RESTROOMS - Our Handicap Accessible Restroom is located just outside the door by the pulpit.                        
                            We also have restrooms downstairs nearby.   
 
THE CHILD CARE ROOM IS OPEN! - We have a room for parents that offers a private, quick, and 
convenient space for caring for children. The room is located just outside of the sanctuary through the 
door beside the pulpit.   
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

The forty days of Lent are an opportune time to return to the God who rescues, to receive 
the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart, to confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s 
love in Jesus, and to resist temptation. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just 
embarked. Jesus knew the struggle. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, 
will uphold and sustain us. 

 

☩ THE PRELUDE   I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, BWV 639    Johann Sebastian Bach   

                                          Dr. Will Cleveland, Organist      
                *As the prelude begins, please prepare your heart and mind for Worship in SILENT meditation. 
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☩ THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR          
 

☩ THE WELCOME         The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor   
 

☩ THE CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP    The Time of Fulfillment   James Chepponis  
                                                                                            The Chancel Choir  

☩ THE OPENING ACCLAMATION   
      Please kneel or remain seated. 

 
*All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism, as the Pastor begins. 

 

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL  AMEN. 
Pastor Let us pray: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,  

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL  AMEN. 
 

*Silence for personal reflection and confession 

☩ THE CONFESSION 
Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,  
ALL have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
AMEN. 

 

☩ THE ABSOLUTION (Declaration of Forgiveness)     

Pastor  God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we are dead in sin, and makes us  
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that the love of Jesus and the Kingdom of God may spread in the world 
through you.  

ALL  AMEN. 
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☩ THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  
      Please stand, as you are able.                                                                                                                     
 

Pastor The grace of our lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.   
ALL And also with you.  
 
 

☩ THE KYRIE                       Lord, Have Mercy                      ELW Setting 1 
 
Cantor     In Peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
ALL     
 
Cantor    For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
ALL      

 
               
Cantor    For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the  
                 unity of ALL, let us pray to the Lord.  
ALL          

 
                                                                                                                                          
Cantor    For this holy house, and for ALL who offer here their Worship and praise, let us pray    
                 to the Lord. 
ALL         
     

  
Cantor    Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
ALL          
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☩ THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor Let us pray: O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought  

them to the promised land.  
ALL  Guide us now, so that, following Christ, we may walk safely through the  

wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. AMEN. 

 
*The Children may come forward for a brief message and then leave for Children’s Church downstairs and return during  
Communion.  

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  

Please be seated.                                       

☩ THE FIRST READING    Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Summary 
Lector The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. 

This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. 
In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel. Now, the first 
reading from the book of Deuteronomy  in the Old Testament.   

 
Lector 1 When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an 

inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place 
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the 
priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your 
God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give 
us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the 
altar of the Lord your God, 5 you shall make this response before the Lord your God: 
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there 
as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and 
populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing 
hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard 
our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 The Lord brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display 
of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave 
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.   
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Lector  10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given 
me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before 
the Lord your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside 
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to 
you and to your house. 

Lector Here ends the first reading. For the word given to us,    
ALL      Thanks be to God.    
 

☩ THE PSALM       91:1-2, 9-16 

 
Cantor God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.  

ALL   God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.  
Cantor 1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the 

Almighty 2 you will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my stronghold, my God in 
whom I put my trust.” 

ALL   God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
Cantor 9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your habitation, 

10 no evil will befall you, nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 
ALL   God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
Cantor 11 For God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in  all your ways. 

12 Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
ALL  God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
Cantor 13 You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; you will trample down the lion and 

the serpent. 14 I will deliver those who cling to me; I will uphold them, because 
they know my name. 

ALL God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
Cantor 15 They will call me, and I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble; I will 

rescue and honor them. 16 With long life will I satisfy them, and show them my 
salvation. 

ALL  God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 
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☩ THE SECOND READING  Romans 10:8b-13 
  
                                                                   Summary 
Lector Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith 

in the risen Christ as Lord. Now, the second reading from the book of Romans in the New 
Testament.  

 
Lector 8b “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”(that is, the word of faith 

that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and 
so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 
of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 
 
Lector  Here ends the second reading. For the word given to us,    
ALL      Thanks be to God.   

 

☩ THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                    ELW Setting 1 
      Please stand, as you are able.                       
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☩ THE GOSPEL READING   Luke 4:1-13 
       
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the 4th chapter.                             
ALL  We are listening Lord. Shape us in Your Word.    

Pastor 1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at 
all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 
5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 9 Then the devil took him to 
Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘On their hands they 
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 
 

 

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                            
ALL  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
 
 

☩ THE SERMON                                                               The Rev. Chris Christopher   
       Please be seated.                          
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☩ THE HYMN OF THE DAY                  When We Are Tested                   ACS# 922  
        Please stand, as you are able.        
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☩ THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 AM  Together, let us profess our faith. 
ALL  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 

☩ THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
        Please be seated or kneel.        AM = Assisting Minister  
 
AM Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and ALL 

those in need.  
   

Silence for preparation 

 
AM Gracious God, speak your word anew among your church. Strengthen it to 

withstand the temptation to turn inward in fear or complacency. Embolden church 
institutions to turn from self-preservation toward the self-giving love of Jesus. God, 
in your mercy, 

ALL  receive our prayer.  
 
AM Mothering God, speak the word of life into wilderness places and fertile fields. 

Grant wisdom to your people, that we may quell the urge to strip lands of their 
resources and instead preserve first fruits for future generations. God, in your mercy, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM Almighty God, speak a word of wisdom to people in positions of power: mayors, 

councils, and tribal leaders, legislators, judges and juries, presidents, and monarchs. 
Help them discern your voice and follow your guidance, resisting the temptations of 
the evil one. God, in your mercy, 

ALL  receive our prayer.  
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AM Steadfast God, speak words of courage to your people in the wilderness. Protect 
migrants and refugees on perilous journeys, that they find safe refuge and a portion 
in the bounty you have given humanity to share. God, in your mercy, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM Loving God, speak gently to all who are alone. Bless lay ministers, home 

communion teams, and others who attend to those who are overlooked, vulnerable, 
or lonely, that all find belonging in your love. We pray for ALL who are ill. God, in 
your mercy, 

ALL  receive our prayer.  
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
AM Living God, we give thanks for ALL the faithful who have crossed the threshold 

from death to life. Guide us who are living to learn from their wisdom and follow 
their example. God, in your mercy, 

ALL  receive our prayer.   
 
AM Receive the prayers of your people and draw ALL things together in your love, in the 

name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
ALL  AMEN.    
 
 

☩ THE PEACE   
        Please stand, as you are able.  
 

AM  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
ALL  And also with you.  
AM  Let us turn to our AV Team and those worshiping with us on-line and on the radio 

and say together,  
ALL  the peace of the Lord be with you.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Holy Communion 
   Please be seated.         

 

*During this time the ushers will pass the offering plates. If you prefer, you may 
give remotely by scanning the QR code to the left or visiting our website 
www.ilcgreenwood.com and selecting GIVE from the menu. THANK YOU for your 
generosity. 
 

 
 

☩ THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM     Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God   Carl F. Mueller  
                                                                                The Chancel Choir  
 

☩ THE DOXOLOGY       All Praise to God Above    
       Please stand, as you are able.     

 
 

Pastor  Let us pray: Gracious Provider, 
ALL   you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing 
those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN. 

 

 

http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
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☩ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
ALL           And also with you. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
ALL  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor continues with the Words of Institution. 
 

☩ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN. 

 

☩ THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
       Please be seated.  
 
*ALL are invited regardless of your understanding, your faith background, or sense of worth. Christ invites you. Jesus gives 
Himself for you; Yes, for YOU. So come, come to the Table of the Lord.   
 
Communion is distributed by intinction, the dipping of the bread into the chalice (cup). The metal chalices are holding wine. 
The stoneware chalices are holding grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Just ask for Gluten-free as you 
approach the server. The altar is open for prayer after receiving Communion. 
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☩ THE AGNUS DEI                        Lamb of God                                    ELW Setting 1 

 
 

☩ THE COMMUNION HYMN        Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God          ELW#186 
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☩ THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
       Please stand, as you are able. 
 

Pastor The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s Grace!  

ALL  AMEN!   
 

☩ THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
Pastor      Let us pray: Nourishing God,    
ALL         at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us  
                   for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing  

for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, AMEN. 
 

☩ THE ANNOUNCEMENTS  Please see pg. 19. 
 
Immediately following Worship, please join us downstairs in the Old Fellowship Hall for refreshments and Adult Christian 
Education.   
 

☩ THE BENEDICTION    
                
Pastor God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
ALL  AMEN.   

 
THANK YOU to those serving in Worship! 

 
           Presiding Minister                               Pastor Chris Christopher  
           Lector and Assisting Minister              Steve Presley  
           Communion Assistants                       Carl Monson and Trey Morris  
           Organist and Pianist                            Dr. Will Cleveland  
           Cantor                                                 Freddie McClendon   
           Sound and Video Technicians            Larry Hammond and Steve Presley  
  Ushers                                                 Irwin Finkbeiner and Kat Finkbeiner  
           Altar Guild                                          Zeolean Kinard  
           Counters                                             Y.J. Ahn and Janet Ahn   
           Officer on Duty                                   Will Stroup  
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☩ THE CLOSING HYMN         Bless Now, O God, the Journey       ELW# 326  
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☩ THE PROCLAMATION OF OUR MISSION AND DISMISSAL 
 
AM  We proclaim together: 
ALL By the grace of God, we are disciples growing in faith, serving our community, 

and connecting others to Christ. 
AM  Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
ALL  Thanks be to God. 
 

☩ THE POSTLUDE           Suite Gothique, Op 25  I. Choral       Léon Boëllmann 
 
 

Copyright Information for This Bulletin 
 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 
 

☩ THE PRAYER LIST 
*Please email Dr. Will to add or remove names. 

If anyone needs visitation, please contact Pastor Chris. 
 
 
Those in need of healing: Kinsley Bouknight, Stephanie Branch, Bill Braswell, Wayne Cannon, Tom Carter, 
Vicky Crawford, Patricia Carteron, Steve Crooks, Oliver Conaty, Laquana Davis, Michael Gagné, Traver Gowan, 
Phyllis Hartley, Leisa Hotchkiss, Torsha Hicks, Tracy Koester, Juan Luna, Lisa Miller, Georgia Parker, Steve 
Presley, John Mark Scruggs, Charles Stark, Quintaus Starks, and Betty Weeks. 
Those with long term needs: Gail Bouknight, Nancy Bollinger, Rick Coker, Tommy Hipp,  
Dale Huebener, Mary Kenzie, Lois Kuntz, Sara Russell, Jeanne Shealy, Beckham Waters, and 
Juna Wergin. 
 
Those in the military: Daniel Darling and Devin Rosenbaum. 
 
Expectant and New (Again) Parents and Siblings, the women of Kinard Manor and ALL in Recovery, the people 
fed through our Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry Ministries, the people participating in our Jail Ministry, the people 
of our Matthew 25:40 Ministry, and the people they continue to help in Guatemala and 
 
the families of Saints who have been received into their eternal rest:  
Robert Beveridge, Mary Butler, Sabrina Hood Kumar, Fred McDowell, Robert J. Powell, Jane Shealy Putnam, Jean 
Roberts and Carolyn Brammer Wolfer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9on_Bo%C3%ABllmann
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☩ THE ANNOUNCEMENTS (week of 3/09/2025) 
 

• Sunday Evening Lenten Dinners and Services - starts TONIGHT at 5:45 p.m., 
with dinner at 5 p.m. Both dinner and evening Worship will be in the Fellowship 
Center.   

 
• Pickleball - Monday, March 10, at 6:30 p.m. Please contact Larry Hammond if you 

are interested in joining. (landkhamm@gmail.com) 
 
• Mutual Ministry - meeting Tuesday, March 11, 11:30 a.m. in the McCombs 

meeting room  
 

• Lenten Community Midweek Services - Wednesday, March 12, at Immanuel.                  
$2 Lunch is at Noon and 1 p.m., with Worship at 12:30 p.m.  

 
• Dining Divas - Dining Divas will be dining at El Centenario Mexican Cuisine in 

Greenwood on Thursday, March 13, at 6 p.m. Please sign up on the bulletin board 
or text JoAn Crowder at 864-942-9191.  

 
• Noye’s Fludde - A community Church Opera by Benjamin Britten, Thursday, 

March 13, AND Friday, March 14, both at 6 p.m. at First Baptist Church in 
Greenwood.    

 
• Chair Yoga - Friday, March 14, at 10:30 a.m. Please contact Jaquie Haymond if you 

are interested in joining. 864-506-4063, (yogatorium@gmail.com) 
 

• Sunday Lenten Meals - meals are needed for Sunday evening Lenten dinners on 
March 23, 30, and April 6. If you can provide food, please contact  

 Sue Kaufman at (jakesnanna@aol.com) 
 

• Church Office Hours - The church office hours are Tuesday – Friday from                     
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. On Thursdays, Dr. Will works remotely and may be reached via 
phone or e-mail. Also, when calling the church number and selecting 0, the call will 
be transferred directly to Dr. Will’s cell phone, even after office hours.  

 
 
 

mailto:landkhamm@gmail.com
mailto:yogatorium@gmail.com
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                                
501 East Creswell Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29646                                                                                                                   

864-223-0590, Church Web Site: www.ilcgreenwood.com 
office@ilcgreenwood.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                                                                             
* Closed on Mondays 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor                                                                                            
pastorchris.ilcgreenwood@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Will Cleveland, D.M.A., Parish Administrator / Director of Music                                       

will@ilcgreenwood.com 
 

Kevin Davis and Sammy Hurley, Parish Custodians 
 

George Beveridge, Parish Sexton      
glblsb@outlook.com 

 
Trey Morris, Campus Ministry Coordinator  

treyorville@icloud.com  
 

John Kinard, Congregational President                                                                               
jlkinard29@yahoo.com 

 
 

SERVING THE CHURCH IN GREATER CAPACITIES 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA                                                                          
The Rev. Ginny Aebischer, Bishop, South Carolina Synod 

 

 

    

    
    
  
 

http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
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