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THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING TO WORSHIP WITH US! 

                                                                                                                                               
 WE BELIEVE THAT GUESTS ARE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and we 
seek to make your visit faithful and positive! Please scan the QR code to left or sign 
the Pew Register (red notebook) as it is passed down your pew.  
 
WE BELIEVE THAT SERVING CHRIST MEANS SERVING OUR 
NEIGHBORS. Our name, Immanuel, means “God with us.” Everything we do is to 
welcome and serve the Lord who is here among us, in you, and in our neighbors. 

Our ministries, from our Worship to our Soup Kitchen and Food Bank, from our Jail Ministry to our 
Women’s Drug Recovery house, from our Homeless Children’s Ministry to our Campus Ministry at 
Lander University, are all designed and carried out to share "God with us” with our surrounding 
neighborhood and city. God’s Love is inexhaustible! People from all around town work alongside us to 
share this Love with our neighbors. You can too! 
 
WE BELIEVE THAT CHURCH is where disagreements may occur, and the love of Christ draws us 
together to worship and work together. We do not all agree on everything, but we do love God and each 
other, and that is enough!   
 
WE BELIEVE THAT GOD LOVES EVERYONE, so we do too! ALL are welcome here! 
 
                                                 
                                                     INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us 
free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray 
for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
                                                               

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

☩ WELCOME  Sue Frantz, Council Member of the Day  
 
        As the prelude begins, please prepare your heart and mind for Worship in SILENT meditation. 
 

☩ PRELUDE                           A Mighty Fortress  Larry Shackley 
Dr. Will Cleveland, Piano / Dr. Barry Wilson, Trumpet 

 

☩ LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES     Ruth Divilbiss and Olive Divilbiss, Acolytes                                              
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☩  OPENING HYMN                 A Mighty Fortress          ELW # 503  
         Please stand, as you are able.     
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☩  APOSTOLIC GREETING                        The Rev. Jason Schafer, Guest Pastor         
 

Pastor The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.   
ALL And also with you.  

 
☩ PRAYER OF THE DAY      
 
Pastor Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church  

in every age. 
ALL Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies 
of the Gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. AMEN. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



5 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Please be seated. 

 

☩  LESSON Romans 3:19-28 

 
                                                                                           Summary 

Lector Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation 
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. Now, the lesson from the first book of Romans in the New Testament.  

 
Lector 19  Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, 
apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by 
the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own 
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of 
Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? 
That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 
Lector Here ends the lesson.                                                                                                             
ALL            Thanks be to God.   
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☩ PSALM 46 
 
Lector 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
ALL 2 Therefore, we will not fear, though the Earth be moved, and though the    
                    mountains shake in the depths of the sea;  
 
Lector 3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its  

  tumult.  
ALL  4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation  

  of the Most High.  
 
Lector 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break  

  of day.  
ALL  6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the Earth melts  

  away.   
 
Lector 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
ALL  8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought  
                       upon the Earth;  
 
Lector 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and  

shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.  
ALL  10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations;  

I will be exalted in the Earth.”  
 
Lector 11 The Lord of hosts is with us;  
ALL  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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☩ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                        ELW Setting #3 
        Please stand, as you are able.  
 

 

 
☩ GOSPEL READING John 8:31-36 
  
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the 8th chapter.                             
ALL  Glory to you, O Lord.    
 
Pastor 31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you  

are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.                  
 ALL  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

 
☩ SERMON                                                             The Rev. Jason Schafer, Guest Pastor                                             
        Please be seated.                                   
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☩ HYMN OF THE DAY            O Word of God Incarnate                  ELW # 514  
        Please stand, as you are able.     
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☩ NICENE CREED   
      AM = Assisting Minister 
 
AM  Living together in joy, let us confess our faith. 
ALL We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth,             

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.                    
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and                        
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;                
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.                                                                        
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. AMEN. 

 
☩ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
        Please be seated or kneel.         
 
AM Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 

world. 
 

Silence for preparation 
 

AM As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther 
and the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the 
work of reform and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. 

ALL  Your mercy is great. 
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AM We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed. 
Provide all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God. 

ALL  Your mercy is great. 
AM We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by 

them. Provide wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and 
attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated.                 
Hear us, O God. 

AM Your mercy is great. 
AM  We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its  

leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who 
are sick or suffering. Be present among all who struggle with addiction, physical, and 
mental illness, that they know they are not alone. Be with all in our community and 
the world who are oppressed. Hear us, O God. 

ALL  Your mercy is great. 
 
AM We offer thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and 

guide them, that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. 
ALL  Your mercy is great. 
 
AM  With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our 

beloved dead. Hear us, O God. 
ALL          Your mercy is great. 
 
AM            Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift these spoken prayers and those in 

our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

ALL          AMEN.  
 

☩ CONFESSION    
 
Pastor Compassionate God, 
ALL we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 

hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your 
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our 
world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
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☩ ABSOLUTION   
      Declaration of forgiveness     
 

Pastor  Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal 
life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

ALL  AMEN. 
 

☩ PEACE   
     Please stand, as you are able.    
 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
ALL  And also with you.  
Pastor Let us turn to our AV Team and those worshiping with us on-line and on the radio 

and say together,  
ALL  the peace of the Lord be with you. 
 

☩ ANNOUNCEMENTS    
       Please be seated.                                                             
 

• Reformation Concert - TODAY at 2 p.m. (Nave)                                                                                  
Dr. Douglas-Jayd Burn, piano /organ  
The concert will include works by Claude Balbastre, John Stanley, C.P.E Bach,                           
J.S. Bach, Johannes Brahms, and Franz Liszt. FREE admission and Free reception in 
the Fellowship Center following the program.  

• Roadside Clean-Up - Don't be scared! The next roadside clean-up will occur on 
Saturday, October 31. Please meet at the church at 10 a.m. All supplies will be 
provided and no experience is necessary. Please email David Rosenbaum 
(dr_scarolina@yahoo.com) if you are available to assist or with any questions.   

• Home Communion - If your home communion kit needs to be refilled, please leave 
the kit in the Sacristy by THIS Thursday, October 29 at 11 a.m. The kits will be 
blessed on NEXT Sunday, November 1 during the 9 a.m. service.  

• Daylight Savings Time Ends - next Sunday, November 1.                                                          
Please remember to set your clocks back.  

• Congregation Council Meeting - NEXT Sunday, November 1 -11 a.m. 
( McCombs Meeting Room)  
 

mailto:dr_scarolina@yahoo.com
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Holy Communion 

                                      
 
*During this time the ushers will pass the offering plates. If you prefer, you may 

give remotely by scanning the QR code to the left or visiting our website 
www.ilcgreenwood.com and selecting GIVE from the menu. THANK YOU for your 
generosity. 
 
         
  

☩ OFFERTORY ANTHEM      God of Grace and God of Glory     Paul T. Langston                                                         
                                                               The Chancel Choir / Dr. Douglas-Jayd Burn, Organ   
 

God of grace and God of glory, on Thy people pour Thy pow'r; Crown Thine ancient church's story,                                            
Bring her bud to glorious flow'r. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! Fears and doubts too long have bound us, free our hearts to 
work and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 

Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives, that they may be armored with all Christ-like graces in the fight to set men free. Grant 
us wisdom, grant us courage, that we fail not man nor Thee! That we fail not man nor Thee! Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

☩ DOXOLOGY                Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                                        
      Please stand, as you are able.                   LASST UNS ERFRUEEN  
 

 

 

http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
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☩ OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
Pastor  God of creation,  
ALL you send rain and the Earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. AMEN. 

 

☩ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
ALL           And also with you. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
ALL  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
ALL  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
                                        

☩ PROPER PREFACE 
 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you almighty and merciful God. Through our savior Jesus 
Christ who on this day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
Resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so with the choirs of 
angels, with the church on Earth, and the host of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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☩ SANCTUS                      Holy, Holy, Holy                              ELW Setting 3 
 

 
 
☩ WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 
Pastor In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and  

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
☩ LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
ALL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN. 
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☩ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
       Please be seated.  
 

Pastor Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
ALL are invited regardless of your understanding, your faith background, or sense of worth. Christ invites you. Jesus gives 
himself for you; Yes, for YOU. So come, come to the Table of the Lord. Communion is distributed by intinction, the dipping of 
the bread into the cup. The silver cups hold wine. The stoneware cups hold grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request; please ask for gluten free as you approach the server. Prepackaged elements are available inside a bowl at the head of 
the aisle. ALL are welcome to use the chancel rail for private prayer during the distribution. 
 

☩ AGNUS DEI                                Lamb of God                           ELW Setting 3  
 
 

 

☩ COMMUNION  MUSIC    Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott, BWV 80    J.S. Bach  
                                                               IV. Komm in mein Herzenhaus 

                                                          Dr. Jeremy Ruth, Clarinet / Ruth Divilbiss, Clarinet  

☩ BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
      Please stand, as you are able.                      
Pastor  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

God’s Grace!  
ALL  AMEN!   
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☩ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
Pastor       Sustaining God, 
ALL          with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
                    By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs        
                    of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we       
                    pray. AMEN.  
 

☩ BENEDICTION  
             
Pastor        The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 

Jesus. 
ALL AMEN.         
Pastor The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the  

interceding of the Spirit. 
ALL AMEN.         
Pastor The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
ALL  AMEN.         
 

 

☩ DISMISSAL 
           
Pastor  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.   
ALL  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Information for This Bulletin 
 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS014317. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
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☩ CLOSING HYMN                   Lead on, O King Eternal            ELW # 805 

 
 

☩ POSTLUDE           Fugue in C Minor, BWV 549  Johann  Sebastian Bach                                                    
 Dr. Douglas-Jade Burn, Organ 
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THANK YOU to those serving in Worship today! 

 
          Council Member of the Day          Sue Frantz    
           Guest Pastor                          Rev. Jason Schafer                                                                                                                      
           Lector / Assisting Minister            Karen Hammond  
           Acolytes                                         Ruth Divilbiss and Olive Divilbiss 
           Crucifer                                         Parker Kinard   
           Communion Assistants     Lynne Presley, Sue Frantz, and Kat Finkbeiner  
          Sound and Video Technician(s)   Larry Hammond   
           Altar Guild                                    Zeolean Kinard   
           Ushers                                           Lynn Isenhower and David Isenhower    
           Counters                                       John and Cile Davis   
           Officer on Duty                            Will Stroup   
                                                                              
Altar flowers today are given by Will Cleveland to the Glory of God and with vast gratitude for 
the wonderful volunteers in Immanuel’s Music Ministry. 
 

                                  ☩ THE PRAYER LIST 
*Please email Dr. Will to add or remove names and if anyone needs visitation. 

 
Those in need of healing: Linda Beveridge, Stephanie Branch, Wayne Cannon, Tom Carter, 
Vicky Crawford, Patricia Carteron, Steve Crooks, Oliver Conaty, Laquana Davis, the family of 
Spencer Franks, Cheryl Gagné, Michael Gagné, the Goodman family, Traver Gowan,                               
Pop Pop Gowan, Samuel Raines, John Mark Scruggs, Muriel Houde-Stickney, Tracy Koester,                       
David Krumwiede, Juan Luna, Anna Luna, Chandler Patterson, Steve Rice, Susan Smitty Stahley, 
and Betty Weeks. 
Those with long term needs: Grayson Brock, Bob Brock, Rick Coker, Richard Coker,                     
Helen Harrell, Latrosha Fuller, Bruce Kaufman, Willie Fred Kennedy, Lois Kuntz, Juan Luna, 
Nancy Nash, Martin Pueschel, Rodine Russell (NHC 226-D), Sara Russell, Jeanne Shealy, and 
 
Those in the military: Daniel Darling, Nicholas Pueschel, and Devin Rosenbaum. 
 
Expectant and new again parents and siblings, the women of Kinard Manor and ALL in 
recovery, the people fed through our Soup Kitchen Ministry and Food Pantry Ministry, the 
people participating in our Jail Ministry, the people of our Matthew 25:40 Ministry, along with 
the people they continue to help in Guatemala, and the families of Saints who have been 
received into their eternal rest: Annette Holbrock (Carey Divilbiss’ mother).   
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THIS WEEK AT ILC 
 
Sunday, October 25 
 
9 a.m. Worship (Nave) 
10 a.m. Coffee time and adult Sunday School     
2 p.m. Reformation Concert, Dr. Douglas-Jayd Burn, Piano and Organ (Nave)   
3 p.m. Reception (Fellowship Center)  
NO 4:30 p.m. Worship  
Tuesday, October 27  
 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)  
 
Wednesday, October 28 
 
9 a.m. God’s Gardeners 
For questions or interest in joining, please contact Sue Frantz. (sfrantz1551@gmail.com)                                                   
 
1 p.m. – Bible Study (Old Fellowship Hall)  
 
 
Thursday, October 29 
 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Food Pantry (Welcome Center)    
5 p.m. Handbell Choir practice ( Immanuel’s Bell Room)                                                                                    
6 p.m. – Immanuel’s Chancel Choir and Resurrection’s Parish Choir Practice                                        
(Resurrection  Emmaus Hall)   

Friday, October 30  
 
OFFICE CLOSED  
 
 
 
 
 

Please make sure you are registered to receive Immanuel’s electronic 
communications and weekly newsletter by scanning the QR code. 
Announcements for the Sunday bulletin and the weekly newsletter are due to 
Dr. Will by Wednesday each week at 10 a.m.  

mailto:sfrantz1551@gmail.com
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                                
501 East Creswell Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29646                                                                                                                   

864-223-0590, Church Web Site: www.ilcgreenwood.com 
office@ilcgreenwood.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.                                                                                             
* Closed on Mondays   

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
The Rev. Chris Christopher, Pastor                                                                                             

on leave until Monday, November 9 
John Kinard, Congregation President                                                                               

jlkinard29@yahoo.com 
Courtney Christensen, Congregation Vice- President   

courtneychristensen@icloud.com                                                                              
Dr. Will Cleveland, Parish Administrator / Director of Music                                        

will@ilcgreenwood.com 
 

Juan Luna, Sexton  
Samuel Hurley and Kristen Metts, Parish Custodians      

 
 

SERVING AS LEADERS IN THE GREATER CHURCH 
 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA                                                                          
The Rev. Wade Roof, Bishop, South Carolina Synod 

 
 

    
    

    
  
    
 

http://www.ilcgreenwood.com/
mailto:will@ilcgreenwood.com

