CAMINO DE SANTIAGO PILGRIMAGE OPPORTUNITY

The Camino de Santiago, or the Way of St. James, has for centuries endured as one of the most meaningful Christian pilgrimage walks in the world.  The Camino presents an opportunity to follow in the footsteps of the Apostle St. James to the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, legendary home of his earthly remains.  The physically challenging journey provides beautiful natural landscapes and the time and space to reflect on life’s purpose, pursue a deeper understanding of our faith, and walk with God more closely.  A trip with others on the Camino also offers a way to establish and deepen personal relationships.

St. Andrew’s Church is contemplating a pilgrimage in April/May 2027 on the Camino Portugues Coastal Way, one of many Camino routes.  We are specifically considering a 10-day, 9-night trip that begins at A Guarda on Portugal’s Atlantic Coast and snakes north before crossing over into Spain and ending at the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.  The route covers 102 miles over 8 days of walking.  Daily distances range from 8 to 18 miles along relatively flat terrain and primarily well-maintained trails.  

We have learned from past treks that, while all walk with purpose, they often do so at different natural paces.  We commit to finding ways to allow each pilgrim to focus on the marvels of nature and the gift of spiritual renewal more than the worry of catching up or slowing down.  The trip will be intentional about creating an environment that encourages every pilgrim, individually and collectively, to grow in our relationship with God.  

This itinerary primarily tracks the second stage of the pilgrimage walk that Karen Zurheide completed earlier this year.  Many of you may have enjoyed her recent presentation on the experience.  For those who conclude that 8 days and 102 miles isn’t nearly enough, a possibility exists to walk the entire Camino Portugues Coastal Way – an additional 76 miles over 5 walking days – and meet up with the full pilgrimage group in A Guarda.  

We plan to stay in modest inns and guest houses that provide private bathrooms and daily breakfast.  We will hire a tour company to transfer our luggage between accommodations and provide resources, though our trip will be self-guided.  The base cost for the 10-day, 9-night trip likely would be in the range of $1,500 per person, with airfare and meals being additional expenses.  More information about the Camino de Santiago, our proposed route, and the many benefits of a Camino pilgrimage is abundant on the internet and YouTube.  See https://www.santiagoway.com; https://www.macsadventure.com/us/tour-2313/camino-portugus-coastal-way-stage-2/.

PLEASE RESPOND TO JIM DEXTER OR JIM MATHIAS, if you might want to join this odyssey of faith and friendship.  Your initial expression of interest is not a binding commitment, but it will help us gauge the level of interest in this pilgrimage.  We will hold an informational meeting on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026, AT 9:20 A.M. – between the two services - to provide more details and answer questions.  While the Camino Portugues Coastal Way is less traveled than some Camino routes, all are popular, and we have been advised to secure accommodations early.  We likely will seek final commitments at some point in February.


