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A Culture of Life 

Recently, a few states have pushed forward laws at the state level which allow abortion on 

demand up to and during the birth of a child. 

 

In my view, this is simply wrong.  In late February, the Senate took an important vote on a bill to 

protect infants who survive attempted abortions. 

 

The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (S. 311) would guarantee the protection of 

infants who survive the terrible violence of an abortion and require that they be transported to a 

hospital and be provided that same level of care as any other child born at the same gestational 

age. It is hard to fathom that our laws do not already require these life-saving measures. 

 

America is at her best when she stands up for the least among us.  I know we will ultimately be 

successful in promoting a culture of life. 

 

Gun Violence and Extreme Risk Protection Orders 

While Republicans and Democrats often disagree on the Second Amendment, I’m hopeful 

Congress will be able to come in a bipartisan manner to lessen the risk posed by individuals who 

may be showing signs of distress and the willingness to hurt themselves or others using firearms. 

 

That is why I support the use of Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs), also known as ‘Red 

Flag’ orders.  

 

While no two state laws are the same, Red Flag laws generally work by a family or household 

member or law enforcement officer petitioning a court to temporarily restrict an individual’s 

ability to buy or access firearms.  The burden of proof is placed on law enforcement to prove the 

person in question has become an imminent danger and there is a Due Process right for the 

individual to challenge the determination.  

 

This is not a red or blue state issue.  Politically, these laws are found in red, blue, and purple 

states. 

 

In March 2018, the Trump Administration called on every state to enact Extreme Risk Protection 

Orders. President Trump also directed the Department of Justice to provide technical assistance 

to states – at their request – regarding establishing and implementing Extreme Risk Protection 

Orders.  

 

Outside groups with opposing views of the Second Amendment – the National Rifle Association 

and Giffords Law Center – have also expressed support for Red Flag legislation. 

 

As we saw with the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, all too often 

individuals who pose a danger do everything except take an ad out in the paper in terms of 



sending warning signs.   In response to that terrible tragedy, Florida passed a Red Flag law over a 

year ago.  Here are some of the results: 

 

• While almost 21 million people call Florida home, only about 450 ERPO’s were issued in 

the first year the law was in effect.  

• In Broward County, 108 people were impacted, including 28 cases where the person was 

accused of domestic violence, 45 from people who were suffering from mental illness 

and 34 people who were contemplating suicide.   

• According to numbers from Pinellas County, the majority of risk protection cases have 

involved people with histories of mental illness who threatened to hurt themselves. 

 

I support the Second Amendment.  It’s a critical piece of our Constitution and our nation’s 

history.  I also support incentivizing states to create their own Red Flag laws, which would be 

unique to their states, to make our towns, cities, communities, and states a little bit safer. 

 

Golan Heights as Part of Israel – Today and Forever 

Last week, President Trump tweeted that the U.S. will formally recognize the Golan Heights as 

part of Israel. The decision is strategically wise and morally important.  Israel secured the Golan 

Heights in 1967 after the Six Day War, a defensive conflict Israel fought in response to attacks 

from Syria and other Arab nations. Since then, the Golan has been a critical part of Israel’s 

defenses. 

 

I witnessed that dynamic a few weeks ago as I stood atop the Golan with Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu and David Friedman, the U.S. ambassador to Israel. With Syria, ravaged by 

civil war, at our backs, we talked about the Golan’s strategic importance as high ground 

bordering an unfriendly nation. Before the Six Day War, Syria used the Golan to shell Israeli 

towns, villages and farms in the Galilee indiscriminately. Those dark days ended with Israel’s 

victory in the Six Day War. 

 

Any thought of returning the Golan to the aggressor—Syria and the butcher of Damascus, 

Bashar Assad—would be disastrous for Israel, morally wrong and strategically dangerous. 

 

Mr. Trump has been one of the most effective American leaders in strengthening the country’s 

relationship with Israel. His decision to recognize the Golan Heights as part of Israel should 

prove yet another major, lasting achievement for his administration.  I could not agree more with 

this landmark decision. 
 


