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From the Desk of Dr Claudette Dalton 
 
Students and residents are among our most valuable resources and are the future of the AMA and the 
Southeastern Delegation.  At recent meetings, the members of the SE delegation have noticed that 
while some of the states have excellent programs and resources for their students and residents, some 
others do not.  To better support our students, delegation has initiated a long overdue Student and 
Resident Section!   We are starting with the students but hope to offer the same types of support to the 
residents in the very near future.  And what types of support are we thinking about? 
 
First, state medical society awareness of what students are attending the meetings.  Some students 
come under the auspices of their medical or osteopathic school and struggle to find the money and time 
to fully engage in the meetings.  Their states may or may not even know what students are attending. 
Do they need medical society support to either free up their schedules at the medical school or to fund 
their travel and housing?  Is there staff support that medical societies could give the students?  Do they 
meet with the state society caucuses?  We hope to share models with those states who want to increase 
either their administrative or financial support of students.  
 
Secondly, we want to help the students learn how to develop cogent and successful resolutions.  Corey 
Howard from Florida has developed a wonderful program about how to select a resolution topic, draft 
an evidence based resolution and how to present it on the floor of the HOD.  We hope to build on that 
program and on other materials developed by several other states to formulate a manual for the 
students and to establish a route for them to seek help if they need it before presenting their draft 
resolutions to the Student Section or the HOD.   
 
Other assistance mentioned by the students are opportunities to contribute to the SE newsletter and 
support for their student elections.   
 
Currently, the schedules of the Student Section and the SE delegation are hard to reconcile and it has 
been difficult to find times when all of our students can participate in forums and discussions.  The 
residents have completely different schedules, election and resolution processes but we will keep on 
working on how best to support both students and residents.    We appreciate any comments, 
suggestions or questions from either students or SE Delegation members.   
 
As we progress, we hope that the students will feel more enfranchised in the SE Delegation and that our 
support will enable our students to become the premier leaders in the AMA both while students and as 
they move through their professional careers.   
 
Contact Claudette Dalton at ced2t@hotmail.com  
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