
The Council on Legislation (COL) assists AMA membership, staff, and the Board of Trustees in addressing 

an extensive agenda of federal and state issues that impact patient outcomes and medical practice.  It 

has been extremely educational for me, a general pediatrician in active independent practice who has 

been seriously involved with organized medicine through the American Academy of Pediatrics since 

1985, to participate in COL discussions for the past 7 years.  I will Chair the Council through the 2020 

AMA Annual Meeting.  Our next four meetings will be full-day sessions and will occur on September 20, 

2019, and during the Interim 2019, National Advocacy Conference (NAC) 2020, and the Annual 2019 

meetings.  We will do “Hill visits” on September 19, 2019, and during the 2020 NAC.  We have 

conference calls among ourselves on a regular basis, and designated members of the Board of Trustees 

participate in those calls.  

Current major issues include:  Health Care Reform, Surprise Billing from “Out-of-Network Providers, 

Pharmaceutical Costs, Augmented Intelligence, Telehealth, and Scope of Practice.    

My major concern is that way too many people in our country do not have access to affordable 

comprehensive health services.  Many health programs siphon money out of the health care system, 

making it more difficult for us to assure better access to basic health services for our people.   The AMA 

recently pulled out of the Partnership for America’s Health Care Future, a coalition that opposes the 

Single Payer concept.  Our AMA still opposes Single Payer, but our leadership did not think further 

involvement with this coalition would advance our cause.  

 The AMA has limited resources that include dedicated physicians, extremely competent staff, and 

money, and must focus these resources on the most important issues being discussed by the House of 

Delegates.  The Council has regular discussions with AMA leadership concerning strategic decisions on 

important issues.  It is very important for AMA members to express their individual needs to AMA 

leadership.  I welcome your input and encourage you to share your concerns about health system issues 

going forward.  My contact information:  dtayloe@goldsboropeds.com; 919-922-7951. 
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