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9:00-9:15 a.m. 

Welcome  

9:15-10:15 a.m. 
Opening Keynote: Beyond Book Hugs: Helping Kids (& Librarians) Navigate Tough Topics 
through Books 

Presenter: Jamie Naidoo, University of Alabama School of Library and Information Studies 
Meeting Room C 
Children face numerous difficult situations in their lives such as illness, bullying, and death that can 
lead to worry and anxiety. Astute librarians know that the right book used at the right time can spark 
conversations to help kids better understand and process life’s challenges. Attendees will leave with 
recommendations of the best children’s books that address tough topics, along with related 
resources to help children (and themselves) navigate them. 
 
Jamie Campbell Naidoo, Ph.D. is the Foster-EBSCO Endowed Professor at The University of Alabama 
School of Library and Information Studies. A former elementary school librarian and public youth 
librarian, Naidoo’s research interests include library services to diverse populations and diversity in 
children’s print and digital media. He has authored numerous books, research articles, book chapters, 
and professional publications related to library programs and services for specific culturally diverse 
groups. Jamie is a past president of Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC). 

10:25-11:25 a.m.  
What’s Your Story?: Dynamic Storytelling with a Purpose 

Presenter: Jamie Naidoo, University of Alabama School of Library and Information Studies 
Meeting Room C 
From describing that embarrassing moment to recounting a memory of your favorite relative to 
articulating that unusual dream from the night before, everyone has a story to tell. This session 
explores various methods to engage children in the art of storytelling. In addition to participating in a 
variety of storytelling experiences, attendees will also learn tips to engage even the most reluctant 
child. 
Paws Up for Mental Health 

Presenter: Nan Prevost, Founder of Remember Me NFP 
Meeting Room A 
Learn how Nan works with caregivers of young children through open discussion about mental health 
and feelings from an early age through her “Paws Up for Mental Health” program and pick up some 
tips to put into practice at your library. 
A Peek Behind the Escape Room Curtain 

Presenter: Courtney Gainer, Leesburg Public Library 
Meeting Room B 
Escape rooms have risen in popularity for a wide audience, appealing to children, teens, and adults. 
They’re family events, team-building exercises, and the thing to do with friends on a Friday night. 
Learn how to create and implement escape rooms on a budget to bring patrons in to your library. 
We’ll go over all aspects of the designing process, including choosing a goal, finding puzzles, creating 
or buying props and materials, and executing the program with as little hassle as possible. 
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11:25 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Lunch and Networking 

12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Building Brains with Music & Books 

Presenter: Maryann “Mar” Harman, Founder of Music with Mar 
Meeting Room C 
Repeatedly, research has shown that music is the only activity that utilizes the entire brain. 
Combining that with knowing that the early years are the ones where we make the most difference, 
this workshop demonstrates through movement, song, books and activities how to use music and 
books to build brains to create children that are competent, capable and confident. When music is 
used with a book, children are more engaged and become lifelong lovers of reading and music. 

Interactive Movie Kits – Experiencing Movies in a Whole New Way 
Presenter:  Sarah Capps, Volusia County Public Library 
Meeting Room A 
Learn how to create take-home movie kits to bring your favorite stories to life! Explore how creating 
an easy to follow script and fun short activities can engage viewers and create an opportunity to 
make new connections to films, even if they’ve been viewed many times. Discover best practices and 
resources to make building your own interactive movie kit a success. 
Shadow Puppetry: Taking Your Show on the Electronic Highway 

Presenter: Jonathan Dolce, Astor & Paisley County Libraries 
Meeting Room B 
Shadow puppetry enjoys a history that stretches back to time immemorial. Today, we have the 
ability to create, share and present wonderful shadow puppets and entire shows utilizing 3-D printing 
methods in person and online. Shadow puppet creation used to take hours of painstaking work with 
scissors and exacto knives and result in workable but fragile products. The average professional hand 
puppet today costs upward of $30, while a 3-D printed shadow puppet costs pennies. 
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1:40-2:40 p.m. 
3R’s of Early Learning:  Relationships, Repetition, RoutinesTM 

Presenter: Darbianne Shannon, University of Florida 
Meeting Room C 
Research shows three important processes that shape young children’s (i.e., birth to age 5) 
development and early learning. We refer to these processes as the 3R’s of Early Learning: 
Relationships, Repetition, RoutinesTM . These processes are important because they focus on how 
children learn rather than what they learn. Session participants will learn how to use and teach others 
about the practices aligned with the 3Rs to support development and learning in home and 
community settings. 

Aurora and the Lost Chip: Combining Coding with Literacy 

Presenter: Rebecca Miller, Duval County Public Schools 
Program/Craft Room 
Aurora and the Lost Chip is a creative non-fiction children's book that tells a story about a robotic 
guard dog that gets lost in space and must find his way back home. Aurora, the AI for Space Gate 
Station, helps him "code" his way home. The storybook introduces young learners to the basics of 
directional coding and the foundation of computer programming. At the end of the book, students 
are challenged to write code that can help Chip find another way home. 
Program Accessibility Through Livestreaming 

Presenter: Caitlin Hill, Orange County Library System 
Meeting Room A 
Learn about program broadcasting to multiple social media platforms to expand program 
accessibility in your community. Increase flexibility in program offerings by providing free access 
without registration. Teach children and families new skills while also expanding your community 
relationships. Boost engagement by interacting with the audience. Develop the technical, 
promotional, and outreach skills of your library staff. 
Volusia County Public Library Mobile Technology Lab 

Presenter: Ann Collins, Volusia County Public Library 
Meeting Room B 
Volusia County Public Library received a grant from the IMLS to purchase a Mobile Technology Lab. 
The lab consists of a van equipped with iPads and a mobile hotspot. It also has OSMO STEAM 
learning kits, a Makey Makey classroom kit, drone kits, and classroom electronics kits. Library staff 
have travelled to schools and summer camps and worked with 350 students in math, coding and 
electronics. Students are learning and having fun and we have always been booked for return visits. 
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2:50-3:50 p.m. 
Growing and Curating Your 2023 Youth Collection 

Presenter: Grace Larochelle, Baker & Taylor 
Meeting Room C 
Join Baker & Taylor’s Eastern US Sales Manager and former public librarian, Grace Larochelle, as she 
discusses the latest children’s and middle grade releases. Grace will also share what’s new for the 
CATS Team at Baker & Taylor, including the new Children’s & YA publishing arm, Paw Prints 
Publishing.  
Add Some STEAM to Your Storytime 

Presenter: Karen Newsome, St. Johns County Public Library System 
Meeting Room B 
You don't have to be a scientist, technologist, engineer, artist, or mathematician to learn how to turn 
your preschool storytimes into hands-on STEAM activities. This program is designed for children and 
their caregivers to learn together, using simple but effective techniques to break down complex 
concepts for little minds. Mix traditional storytime elements and fun activities to power up your next 
storytime for ages 3 through 5! Bonus - find out how to graduate your STEAM storytimes for other 
age groups.  
It's a Bird! It's a Plane! (It's Cardboard) 

Presenter: Jerome Azbell, Marion County Public Library System 
Program/Craft Room 
Learn the basics of the make.do cardboard tools (with hands-on practice!) and learn how they, with a 
little help from some boxes and a lot of imagination, nearly overran an entire summer program. It's 
one part guided engineering, one part open-ended play, and two (or more) parts fun! 

Primary Colors for Tweens (Run a Successful Art Class) 

Presenter: Christine Culp, Manatee County Public Library System 
Meeting Room A 
In this once a month art class for 7 to 12 year-olds, students create art based on the work of well-
known artists throughout history to contemporary times.  They learn about the times the artists lived 
in and what inspired them.  Art techniques from around the world and the art styles of children’s 
book illustrators are also included. 
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4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Closing Keynote: Because 

Presenter: Rachel Giannini 
Meeting Room C 
Over one million neurological connections are made every second in a child’s brain. This keynote 
explores opportunities to make the most of every minute. The presentation gets you in the feels with 
a mixture of video, reflection, and tangible takeaways. Participants hear about the real impact they 
have as informal educators and regain the passion that brought them into library in the first place. 
 
Rachel has over 15 years of hands-on early childhood classroom experience. She has a B.A. in Early 
childhood and American Sign Language from Columbia College Chicago and an MFA in Museum 
Education from the University of Illinois Chicago.  She currently splits her time as a public speaker, 
early childhood commentator, curriculum designer, and the star of Spy School on Hellosaurus.  
Rachel’s writing, expertise, and videos have appeared in Vox, The New York Times, Manhattan Toy 
Company, Sago Mini, Too Small To Fail, HuffPost, Child Care Exchange, and Chicago Parent. In 
addition, Rachel is a volunteer hospital magician for Open Heart Magic and a new mom to baby Lydia. 

5:00-5:10 p.m. 

Closing/Evaluations 

 

 


