
2019-20 YES scholarship student from Kosovo
Age: 16
Gender: Female 
Family: Mom, dad, sister, brother, 
and grandmother
Languages: Albanian, English and 
German

Career Interests: Become a 
personal financial advisor after 
studying economics
Activities & Interests: Debate, 
volleyball, drama club, and traveling

Iowa Resource for International Service 
“To promote international understanding, 
development and peace by connecting 

Iowans to communities worldwide.”
Learn more about hosting at

 www.iris-center.org/host
Contact yessupport@iris-center.org

Meet Blerta

Blerta is a kind and driven young woman from Kosovo. She lives with her large 
family outside of town. With her family she loves to travel and she has experienced 
Europe multiple times! While at home, it is a team effort to keep the house clean. 
Blerta’s tasks include tiding her room as well as assisting with ironing and dusting.

Blerta dreams of studying economics and one day becoming a personal financial 
advisor. “I want to study economics not just to make a living out of it, but because I 
really love it.” During her experience she wishes to try drama club as it is not 
offered at her home school. 

Blerta can’t wait to experience the United States. “I have heard a lot about 
exchange experiences and I know it will be a once in a lifetime opportunity where I 
will be able to see everything from a different perspective and share my cultural 
knowledge.”

Due to privacy rules, the photo used above is not Blerta. Pictured are youth from Kosovo. 
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2019-20 YES scholarship student from Kosovo
Age: 15
Gender: Male 
Family: Mom, dad and brother
Languages: Albanian, English and 
German

Career Interests: Programmer, 
Computer Scientist or IT
Activities & Interests: Basketball, 
soccer, video games, computer 
coding, and working out

Iowa Resource for International Service 
“To promote international understanding, 
development and peace by connecting 

Iowans to communities worldwide.”
Learn more about hosting at

 www.iris-center.org/host
Contact yessupport@iris-center.org

Meet Rilind

Rilind is a passionate and kind young man from Kosovo. He loves to spend his free 
time with his friends and family. Rilind is a very active young man and is constantly 
competing in sports or working out on his own! When he is at home he is 
responsible for cleaning his room, washing the dishes and cleaning the bathroom. 

Rilind hopes to attend college and study computer science. After obtaining his 
degree he hopes to become a programmer, computer scientist or work in IT. He 
hopes while in the United States he can enroll in a class similar to any of these 
interests. He also plans to participate in basketball as “I feel the most comfortable 
when playing”.

Rilind hopes to gain so much from his exchange experience in the U.S. He plans to 
grow in life experiences and only continue to grow as an individual. He hopes to 
explore while in the U.S. and take in the scenery the U.S. has to offer!

Due to privacy rules, the photo used above is not Rilind. Pictured is Andi, a past IRIS student from Kosovo. 
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