
25 Oct. 2018 

 

EAST\30039578.31 2/10/16 

EAST\161746721.1 

10th Annual Whitney M. Young, Jr. Service Award Dinner 

 

What it Means to Pledge 

 

 

Distinguished Guests, Award Recipients, Fr. Jones, fellow Scouters, Scouts and friends in 

Scouting.  Thank you all for joining us tonight. 

 

We have come together tonight to recognize and honor [five] men and women who have served 

their communities in critically important ways, all the while exemplifying the ideals of Scouting.   

 

Peoples Gas President & CEO Charles Matthews 

Powers & Sons Construction Owners Mamon & Cynthia Powers 

Riteway-Huggins Construction Services President & CEO Larry Huggins 

Troop 79 Scoutmaster Johnie Williams 

 

Each of them pledged themselves – their hands, their God-given talent and their resources  - to 

serve their communities.  I’d like to speak with you briefly tonight about what it means to 

pledge. 

 

A pledge is a promise or agreement to do something, it is a commitment to be responsible, it is a 

declaration of purpose and a dedication of resources to its accomplishment. 

 

Pledges are important, they are meaningful, and they make a difference.  The prophet Ezekial 

records that God made a pledge to the exiled Israelites and entered into a covenant with them – 

that they would experience revival, restoration and a glorious future as the redeemed and 

perfected kingdom of God.  In 1932, from the depths of the Great Depression, Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt pledged himself to “a new deal for the American people.”  And at the beginning of the 

ceremonies of the March on Washington, Whitney Young stood beside Martin Luther King on 

the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and they pledged allegiance – they committed themselves to 

achieving for black Americans the liberty and equality promised to all Americans in the 

Declaration of Independence and confirmed in Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. 

 

The words of the Declaration of Independence are resounding.  When a Scout reaches the Eagle 

rank, he – or soon she – takes an oath, the final words of which are taken from the Declaration of 

Independence: “we mutually pledge to each other ourselves, our lives, our fortunes, and our 

sacred honor.”  The signers made that pledge to support the Declaration.  It is a momentous 

decree that begins with a declaration of self-evident truths: “that all men are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness . . ..”  242 years later, we have not fulfilled that sacred 

obligation either in the United States or in this Council, but we are working toward its 

achievement, and today are much close in this Council than we have ever been before. 

 

When I first joined you in this event in October 2016, we pledged to each of you, First, that the 

Pathway to Adventure Council would include all people in Scouting throughout this Council – 



25 Oct. 2018 

 

EAST\30039578.31 2/10/16 

EAST\161746721.1 

vertically through our staff and horizontally through our membership, in both the youth and adult 

ranks; Second that we would bring Scouting back into all of the neighborhoods in our 

communities on a fully diverse and inclusive basis; and Third to bring the outing in Scouting, the 

outdoors, closer to home through partnerships with our forest preserve and park districts.  We 

dedicated our resources – our time and our best efforts – to the achievement of these goals.  Is 

the civil rights attorney and public servant James Montgomery in the house?  After I concluded 

my remarks two years ago, Mr. Montgomery said, “we heard your words, Brother Schwab, and 

we will hold you to them.” 

 

Two years later I am pleased report that we are delivering on each part of our pledge.  First, we 

have adopted a Statement of Commitment to Inclusive Diversity that is the most far-reaching of 

any American Scout council.  We have a patch to demonstrate our commitment to inclusive 

diversity.  It may seem a small thing, but its colorful threads celebrate our remarkably diverse 

staff, our exceptionally diverse Executive Board, Executive Committee of officers, Advisory 

Council of experienced Scouters and a newly convened Associate Board.  All of these people – 

professional and volunteer Scouters – are representative of our communities and all of them have 

pledged themselves to achieving our three goals. 

 

Second, we continue the life-changing programs in our traditional Scouting programs, but we 

have adapted them to all youth and their families, and so we have added a new program that will 

be the sole beneficiary of your generosity tonight: our Restoring the Village program.  Under the 

watchful eye of our Scout Executive Jeff Isaac, we now have 6 Restoring the Village units in 

some of our most challenged and under-invested neighborhoods, with dozens more set to launch.  

As a result, we are receiving commitments of financial support from benefactors that walked 

away from Scouting over a now abandoned and discredited exclusionary membership policy.  In 

fact, I have just received the next $200,000 installment of a $1,000,000 gift to support Restoring 

the Village. 

 

And third, this coming Monday we will be signing an agreement with the Forest Preserve 

District of Cook County that will enable our Scouts to have their first camping experiences right 

near their homes. 

 

Yes, we made a pledge and we are delivering on our promises.  We have made major strides, but 

they are just the first steps of a life-changing journey for the youth and families in our 

communities.  And we cannot do it alone.  We need your support.  And so tonight I ask each and 

every one of you to make a pledge to support this Council in its trailblazing effort.  As Martin 

Luther King said, “Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children.”  Together, 

we can make his dream a reality.  To do so, we need your hands, your hearts and your treasure. 

 

Please be sure to thank our dinner committee and its Chairs Dorval Carter and Eugene Jones, and 

be sure to congratulate each of our 5 awardees.  The tokens of honor we bestow upon them 

tonight are small but most fitting.  May our efforts toward the fulfilling our pledges become their 

ultimate reward.  I thank each of them and I thank each of you for everything you have done, but 

more importantly for everything that you will do for Scouting. 


