
 
 
 
 
 
 
David’s United Church of Christ 
August 27, 2023 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Online Worship Bulletin 
 
 

Prelude – “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” John Hughes, arr. Gilbert M. Martin 
 Tim Williams & Lyn Morton 
 
Welcome & Announcements – Rev. Dr. Brian Q. Newcomb 
 
Hymn – “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” vs. 1-3 & 6  (see lyrics below) 
     
Call to Worship – Pastor Emily Phillips 

One: What does this worship service need? 
Many: Quiet where faith can grow, song that blossoms hope, scripture that 

remembers love, honest words to untangle a small length of knotty 
existence, gifts offering service of the heart. 

One: Who shall come to the worship service? 
Many: All who need a break from the madding world and are lonely for the 

touch of God’s love and grace in their lives, and the community of 
Christ followers.1 

 
Invocation 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ  
 
Children’s Moment – Ted Eltzroth 
 
Mission Moment –  
 
Invitation for Support –  www.davidsucc.org  
 
Offering our Tithes and Gifts 
 
Offertory Music – “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Trad. American melody,  

 arr. Dale Wood 
Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Christ all creatures here below. 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter. 

One God Triune whom we adore.  Amen. 
Prayer of Dedication  
 
Hymn – “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” (see lyrics below) 
 
 

http://www.davidsucc.org/


 

 
Canticle – Habakkak 1: 1-5 (adapted from The Message) 

One: The problem as God gave Habakkak to see it: 
Many: God, how long do I have to cry out for help before you listen? 
One: How many times do I have to yell, “Help! Murder! Police!” before you come to 

the rescue? 
Many: Why do you force us to look at evil, stare trouble in the face day 

after  day? Anarchy and violence break out, division everywhere we 
look, quarrels and fights all over the place. 

One: The rule of law, and order fall to pieces. Justice looks like a joke. 
Many: The wicked have the righteous hamstrung and stand justice on its 

head. 
One: God says, “Look!” “Look around at the godless nations. Look long and hard. 
Brace yourselves for a shock. 
Many: Something is about to take place that you’re going to find hard to 

believe. 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession – Merciful God, whose care never ceases, we come 
to you as we are. We are tired from trying to do more than we can manage. 
We are anxious about the problems of our world that go unresolved, and are 
worried about events far beyond our control. We do not easily let go. For 
mistakes we cannot redeem, for tasks left undone, for uncertain goals, we 
need your forgiveness and ask for your understanding. For recovery of 
strength and passion, we pray for your Spirit. For fullness of life, generous 
hearts, and contented souls, we pray to be followers of Christ Jesus. In your 
mercy, restore and lead us. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

Prayers of God’s People, Silent Prayers,  & Our Lord’s Prayer 
 

Special Music – “Not Too Far From Here” Ty Lacy & Steve Silter 
 sung by Kristen Allen-Vogel 
 
Scripture Lessons – Hebrew – Psalm 40: 1-5    

Job: 24: 
 

Sermon – “The Mystery of Evil and Human Suffering” 
 
Hymn – “Many Gifts, One Spirit” (see lyrics below) 
 
Benediction  
 
Postlude – “The Church’s One Foundation” Samual S. Wesley, arr. John Innes 

 
1Reprinted by permission of the publishers from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. © 2012 by 

 The Pilgrim Press.   
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


