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UPCOMING EVENTS

June 3
Dayton Pride
Gateway Drop-off

June 4
Music Sunday
Chamber Concert

June 10
Anti-racism Book Study

June 11
Sunday School Teacher Recognition
Graduate Recognition

June 12
Warm Wishes 2

June 17
Men’s Breakfast

June 17-22
Confirmation Pilgrimage

June 18
New Member Orientation

June 20-21
Buckeye Making

June 27
WHO Dinner

July 1
Gateway Drop-off

July 4
Office Closed

July 15
Anti-racism Book Study

July 16
New Member Acceptance

July 20-22
Rummage Sale

July 22
Dayton Dragons Game

July 23
Confirmation Stockholder Luncheon

July 25
WHO Dinner




FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR BRIAN...

With Confirmation coming up at the end of May, since Pentecost Sunday again falls on Memorial Day
weekend, I've had the joy-filled opportunity to read and respond to our 2" year Confirmands’ faith
statements... and as | sit down to write this, last night was the Confirmation Dinner when those who will be
celebrated on Sunday read their statements for those gathered. Even after two years of study, discussion, and
practical hands-on ministry experience, we don’t expect our young people to have a fully realized
understanding and expression of their burgeoning Christian faith, that's something many adults still struggle
with later in life. Our hope for them is that through our lesson plans and dialogue, they have thought seriously
about the nature and person of God, what it means to be a follower of Jesus, and some ideas about the Holy
Spirit, the Bible, the Church, and how their own spiritual journey connects in meaningful ways.

In other words, the days are long passed when Confirmands were required to resight the answers to The
Heidelberg Catechism or to memorize and affirm The Apostles’ Creed in its totality. For instance, do any of our
older members still recall the answer to the first question of the Catechism: What is your only comfort in life
and in death? How many of us would answer with these exact words: “That | belong, both body and soul and in
life and in death, not to myself, but to my faithful savior Jesus Christ, who has totally paid for all my sins with
his precious blood and completely liberated me from the power of the devil, and who takes care of me so well
that not a hair on my head can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven.”

Wow... did you notice that was just the first sentence of that answer? And I’'m sure you realize that it’s been
several generations since people talked that way, and likely we're all aware that many of us who call ourselves
progressive Christians would likely choose very different words and ideas to give expression to our faith and
current understandings of what it means to be a person of faith. And, in case you’re curious, that’s just fine with
the rules of faith and practice within The United Church of Christ, which since its inception in 1957 has been
decidedly non-creedal. In fact, one of our key values and principles is “Doctrinal Freedom,” recognizing that
different covenants and confessions of faith are accepted in different congregations, and the realization that
times and contexts change, requiring a willingness to “Redefine Faith,” understanding that each generation will
be responsible for rethinking its beliefs, as God’s word unfolds and conditions change.

| can confess my own struggle with the traditional Creeds of the organized Christian movement, as the
language and emphases of both the Apostles’ and the Nicene creeds no longer adequately express my beliefs
and values as a 215t Century person of Christian faith. For instance, both statements go out of their way to call
the mother of Jesus, “the Virgin Mary,” as if that’s her first name or something. To my mind, that designation
expresses a prescientific understanding of conception, and over time came to represent a very negative view
of human sexuality which has proven not only unhelpful in many cases, but destructive in some. It just feels
really important to the underlying Christology of the creeds, and I'll admit it's not that important to me
personally.

More importantly though, the Creeds skip over the life and teaching of Jesus almost entirely, jumping right from
the idea of his almost magical birth to his trial under Pontius Pilate, crucifixion, death, and resurrection. It isn’t
important to the Creeds that Jesus gave us the Beatitudes and the rest of the Sermon on the Mount, they
make no mention of his parables or his miracles, his feeding and healing, and the compelling reasons that so
many of his disciples chose to follow him. As these teachings are integral to my own faith, the Apostles’ Creed
is less attractive to me than the words of our UCC Statement of Faith, which says briefly that God “in Jesus
Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot,
conquering sin and death, and reconciling the world to yourself,” and goes on to call Christ’s Church to “accept
the cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants in the service of others,” living after the model of Jesus’ life and
teachings.

So, it’s likely no surprise that the young people of our congregation are expressing the same kinds of
questions, concerns, and uncertainty that many of our adult members are giving voice to. Like many other
people who identify as progressive Christians, folk in UCC congregations are less likely to think of God as
male, or Father, or to speak of God with exclusive male pronouns. As many of us have witnessed verses of the



Bible misused to limit women and clobber our LGBTQ siblings, we’re less likely to think of the Bible as the
“inerrant and infallible Word of God,” rather than as Marcus Borg describes, a human product of two faith
communities, Jewish and Christian, bearing witness to their experience of God and evolving understanding of
life in light of God'’s activity among them. | like to tell people that “we take the Bible too seriously to take it
literally.”

And like many of us, our kids have no interest in believing in Hell, as it has been traditionally described in many
Christian communities; how can a loving God send any of their beloved creations to an eternity of suffering
punishment. And while they don’t have the words to express it, or the history to understand its origins, they
struggle when they hear the language that “Jesus died for our sins,” the shorthand expression of “penal
substitutionary atonement theory” (I preach about the problems with this thinking from time to time, but it's
quite common among so-called Evangelical Christians. So, you could google it if you want to know more). That
thinking is only necessary if you still buy into the idea of “original sin,” but that too is an idea many of us have
tossed in the garbage bin as unhelpful to the point of being destructive.

What the kids have heard, taken in as participants in our congregational life and these years of Confirmation
classes, and come to value according to their own faith statements are things we emphasize here at David’s
and are commonly valued throughout the UCC and in many other progressive Christian traditions. They
understand that God is love and see that expressed throughout the life and teaching of Jesus, centered in his
command to “love your neighbor as yourself.” They understand that that love is the motivation to feed the
homeless, and work for a just world for all people, all God’s children. And they expect to see that love lived out
in the Church, which they believe should be inclusive, offering an extravagant welcome to all. They appreciate
that David’s Church is Open & Affirming, inclusive and supportive of our LGBTQ siblings, and are grateful to
see women in leadership throughout the life of our church, on lay boards and the Church Council as well as in
the pulpit and lectern.

They have felt that their questions are welcome and realize that it's normal and healthy to experience some
doubts, and not feel that they have to have all the answers. These youthful new members of our community
anticipate growing in empathy, kindness as well as understanding as they continue on their spiritual journey,
realizing we’re all a work in progress. Each one of us doing the best we are able at this point in time and
together in the church are working out our salvation alongside others in this growing community of faith.

My word to them in the sermon on Confirmation Sunday is to stay in relationship, to keep coming to worship, to
participate in the SIGNS ecumenical youth group, to stay engaged and involved. We all know that growing up
in this world is challenging, and can be difficult, but studies have shown that young people increase their
capacity to grow up safe and be successful in their pursuits, exhibit positive behaviors and are less likely to
attempt risky behaviors when they participate in religious groups and have supportive peer engagements and
build relationships with adult role models in and beyond their families. They gain a sense of self-esteem and
moral values like honesty, integrity, caring, empathy for others when participating in efforts to make a difference
in the world through service projects, peace-making and working for equality and social justice. In short, the
kind of relationships that can be made through regular participation in church life and activities.

Our faith, like our personalities, our education, our growth as compassionate beings, doesn’t arrive overnight
with a certificate, but is a growing organic aspect of life, something that develops and evolves over time as we
mature, make mistakes, and move forward in our lives. My hope is that more of us might grow to see the value
and the added qualities of peace and love that we experience in our lives by coming together often as the
church in worship, in service, in mutual support and celebration. We are better together and can make a
greater difference in the world when more of us are fully present and engaged.

Your pastor and friend,

Brian Q. Newcomb



June 25 Shawn Monk, Summer Bartshe

June 26 Nedral Dalton
June 27 Sherry Atkinson, Laurel Bartshe,
Samantha Hughes
June 28 Casey Stolz
June 29 John Bierman, Mary Lou Williams,
Harrison Veatch
June 30 Ben Roess
July 1 Julia Worsowicz
June 3 lan Vest July 5 Judy Slanker
June 5 Jack Bishop, Melanie Dhanraj, Corliss July 6 Jan Murphy
Schubert July 7 Signe Yelland, Beth Flach
June 6 Frederick Gilberg, John Lusa July 8 Bernie Wheeler
June 8 Anne Hamm, Meghan Henning July 10 Katherine DelLon, Kaye Williams
June 9 Richard Smith July 11 Vickie Dixon, Aidan Thompson
June 10 Lu Ann Stanley, Connie Wade July 12 Marcie Lumpp
June 11 Mia Thompson, Jacquie Housel, Mark July 13 John Chabut
Miller, Ashley Motto July 15 Anne Brown, Judy Fehr, Dave QOertel
June 12 Kayla Johnson July 16 Julie Bernard, Lauren Beery, Kathi Herick
June 13 Bill Howard July 17 Heather Bishop, Mark Anthony
June 14 George Ford July 18 Gen Cook, Polli Leighty, Daryl Leighty
June 15 Janet Marks, Terry Foster July 19 Ezekial Wysong
June 16 Mike Pence, David Cobb July 20 Alice Stone
June 17 Nan Gordon July 21 Graham Mhaskar, Michael Roediger
June 18 Sharon Shaneyfelt July 22 April Brown
June 19 Mary Margaret Evans July 25 Fonda Setters, Lucille Harmer, Jim
June 21 Justin Patmon Murphy
June 22 Georgeene Hale, Andy Randall July 26 Joyce Porter, Yolanda Crooms
June 23 Marissa Lupo, Jean Blum, Steve Hopkins, July 28 Amy Askins, Linda Grace Bosshardt
Jakai Mukes July 30 Steve Wellbaum
June 24 Linda Deitz, Jim Lewis July 31 Margie Phillips

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INFORMATION

Take Me Out to a Dayton Dragons Game

On Saturday July 22, David's Church will have a fun night at a 7:05p.m. Dayton
Dragons Game vs. Wisconsin! We have reserved 25 seats for this game. Each
ticket will be $14 and we will be selling these tickets in the office throughout the
months of June and July until they are gone. If you cannot stop by the office,

feel free to give us a call or send an email...we can mail you the tickets! Questions?
Reach out to Gwen at gwen@davidsucc.org or call the office- 937-434-2131.

DAVID’S MEN’S BREAKFAST- June 17 at 8:30am

Join the men of David’s for breakfast on the third Saturday of each month at Bob Evans- 7115 Far Hills Ave.
There is no agenda, just fellowship! All ages welcome, we can get a bigger table if needed. Questions? Please
reach out to Dick DeLon or Neil Jones.



FREE CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT JUNE 4
On June 4 at 3:00 PM COCOA music is hosting a chamber concert here at David’s Church. COCOA
(Composers of Ohio Collaborative Organization for Acoustic Music) is a non-profit group which helps
composers of all ages create music and have pieces performed and recorded by professional musicians. This
concert has new music based on theme and variations. There will be 7 living composers with 8 compositions to
present. There will be solo piano and mixed quartets and quintets. You are invited to attend and please bring a
friend!

Thoughts from your council president —

My brain is always dwelling on questions | cannot answer, so | often need
help from others to discover that answer. Most recently | have been
wondering what life would be like without church. Why did that question
even get in my brain?

Church is a big deal for me. | love going to church and find that | feel like |
have missed out on something when | have to miss a Sunday service. But
church is more than a Sunday service. | am at my time in my life (retired
from the working world) where | can be more involved in David’'s and |
greatly enjoy doing all that | do. | was involved before | retired and that led
me to a meaningful retirement.

So that brings me back to my question of what life would be like without
church. Let’s look at why my brain even went down this path. As a member
of the church council | am very aware of attendance and giving. Attendance at David’'s and most churches
came to a screeching halt with the pandemic. We are making a comeback, but we are not quite at the level we
were at before 2019. Due to health concerns some are still watching us online. The online service was one
good thing for us that came out of the devastation of Covid19. But | was thrilled when we were finally able to
meet in person. | think others feel that way, but what about those who haven’t come back? Where are they?
Did they give up altogether?

Let’s look beyond David’s and see how the whole world would be without church. Who would be concerned
about the underserved, the homeless, the hungry, the environment? Where do we learn about compassion?
Where do we learn about kindness? Where do we learn about agape love? This bothers me greatly. | am
asking these questions of those who are no longer attending or participating in church. | think you must be the
ones with the answers as to how we can turn this around.

| hear all the time that once our young people complete confirmation we never see them or their families again.
Faith is a lifelong journey, and it doesn’t end the minute you are confirmed. What example are we setting for
our children and grandchildren if they do not see us practicing our faith?

As you enjoy your summer on vacations, picnics or sitting by the pool, take a minute to reflect on your faith
journey and ask yourself if you shouldn’t want those you love to also be on this journey.

Nedral Dalton

Dayton PRIDE 2023- June 3, 2023

Join your David's Family as we show our support for our LGBTQ community during =
Dayton Pride! P g

David's United Church of Christ will be sharing our Faith in Action with the community )
on Saturday, June 3rd. We will be marching as a Congregation stepping off from i _,-:ﬁ*‘*\::5
Cooper Park @ noon on Saturday. Kl
| ol iN
We have heard from several people who will be helping staff our Booth on Saturday

from 12 noon - 4 pm, but there is always room for more! Please contact Kevin Craig via email imkevbo@gmail.com
or text 513.850.0237 to get involved in either the booth volunteering or marching on Saturday.

| can't wait to see you there!

Kevin



JOIN THE LADIES OF THE CHURCH FOR-

JUNE WHO (WOMEN HANGING OUT)- June 27 at 5:30pm

If you have been on any of our recent WHO dinner outings you know that we have had
close to 30 each time we go out and we're hoping to have that same response again in
June when we will travel to Chop House in the vicinity of the Dayton Mall. The
address of Chop House is 7727 Washington Village Drive and one way to access it is
off of 725 as it winds around various businesses located there. We will meet on our
usual day of the week.... Tuesday... June 27th at 5:30 p.m. We will be in a private
room with the entire menu available for us to choose from. They also have an
extensive Bar menu for those who like to include that as part of your meal.

AND...JULY WHO- July 25 at 5:30pm

The WHO dinner for the month of July will be at the home of Sue Krichbaum who lives in the vicinity of
the Austin Landing Mall at 4691 Medlar Road in Miamisburg. We will meet on Tuesday evening July 25th at
5:30 p.m.

Sue would like to limit the number of guests to 25 and if the weather is nice we can be seated on her
beautiful deck. If the weather is rainy or not conducive to eating outside she can move us inside and still have
plenty of elbow space for all of us .

An additional detail is that she would like to have finger food like small sandwiches, cheese ball and
crackers, veggie trays, anything small.... no casseroles..... nothing that would require utensils. This would
apply to desserts also anything that can be eaten with just your fingers.

Sue will provide beverages but if you care to have something a little bit stronger than iced tea or Coke
please feel free to bring that with you.

If you would like to join us on July 25 on Sue's deck or reserve a spot for the June 27 night out at Chop House,
please be sure and contact Judy Hudson at Cruisewriter937@aol.com or 937-329-2588. You may also contact
Judy at church as she has her handy clipboard at arm's length. We look forward to seeing a lot of you again
as we have fantastic "WHO evenings" June 27" and July 25!

OUTREACH AND SERVICE

Did You Know . . .

Gateway (the Men's Shelter) and St. Vincent's (the Women's and Children's Shelter) are both part of the St.
Vincent's organization. The St. Vincent Kitchen (where we deliver our Monthly Food that you sign up to donate)
serves 280 casseroles per week to around 400 Guests per day. If you're looking for a way to help others in
2023, please consider signing up to contribute food for David's Mission Board Gateway Food Drop Off
on Saturday, June 1 and July 3 between 10 and 11 a.m. where we collect the food you signed up for
at the Fellowship Hall Door Entrance (just pull up and we'll unload it from your car!).

Items needed:

20 - 4 Ib. Pans of Sloppy Joe
20 - Pans of Cheesy Potatoes
12 - 2 Dozen Packages of READY TO SERVE Dinner Rolls
20 - 1 Dozen Fruit/Applesauce Cups
12 - 3 Dozen Cookies
If you choose to make Sloppy Joe or Cheesy Potatoes, David's Mission Board furnishes the pan and recipes
(per Gateway & St. Vincent's request). You can sign up in the Narthex where you can also pick up pans and
recipes or contact Debbie McCoy at 937-689-4224 or kdam4300@gmail.com to sign up or ask any questions.
David's Mission Board truly appreciates your generous support of this long standing ministry to the hungry!




Rummage Sale July 20-22, 2023

Donations will be received beginning
July 9, 2023 Mark Your Calendars
and start your
“Rummage Sale Corner” NOW!

F:.umMAG RUMMAGE

Mission Partners of David’s Church
— This month -

St. Paul Outreach Ministry
On November 5, 2019 David’s Mission Board adopted these
4 Guiding Principles in determining David’s Mission Partners
Vulnerable Populations * Food Insecurities * Local Impact * Opportunity for David’s to Serve

This month’s Dateline article features St. Paul United Methodist Church Outreach Ministry who works in
conjunction with the Greater Dayton Food Pantry and together they strive to address food insecurity in their
45403 neighborhood by operating a food pantry.

They keep it stocked with items that can sustain life for impoverished individuals and families such as
nonperishable items including canned food like meat, vegetables, soup; fruit; dry beans; jelly/jam;
pasta; pancake syrup; cereal; oatmeal; mac & cheese; toothbrushes, toothpaste; tissues; shampoo;
dish soap; laundry soap; diapers (all sizes); bar soap.

St. Paul also has an active thrift shop. Its purpose is to put good used clothing and household items into the
hands of people who need them. The staff at St. Paul long ago realized that most people do not want a hand
out; instead, they want to be part of the economy by purchasing items at an affordable price. This, in turn,
provides much needed income for the St. Paul Outreach Ministry.St. Paul UMC appreciates your generous
donations of clothing and household items. The shop is always in need of good, clean clothing (all sizes),
household items, curtains and blankets.

Additionally, St. Paul UMC serves a carry out Breakfast on Saturdays at 8:45 a.m. and a carry out Lunch on
Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m.

Bernie Wheeler, who delivers the donations you place in the blue barrels at the Fellowship Hall Door Entrance,
has observed recently that the barrels have been very lean. It is the hope of the Mission Board that you'll be as
generous in your gifts to help the hungry in the St. Paul area as you have been in supporting the Holiday
Baskets and Lesotho Nutrition Initiative. Bernie would be very happy to deliver an abundance of pantry items
along with the cans you place in the “Cash for Cans” tubs. St. Paul Outreach Ministry is a long time Mission
Partner of David’s Church Mission Board and is budgeted to receive $2,000 this year. Additionally, David’s
yearly Rummage Sale also donates remaining clothing to St. Paul. St. Paul Outreach Ministry has been a
Mission Partner of David’s for over 45 years!

Look for information about David’s other Mission Partners in future Datelines!
Thank you so much for your support of the many opportunities to help those in need.



2023 KETTERING SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM

David’'s Mission Board is gearing up for our annual support of the Kettering
Summer Food Program. With increased inflation rates and current
economic challenges, more Kettering families are experiencing greater
nutritional needs. The Summer Food Program not only provides lunches for
Kettering youth, but also supports these children by providing positive
interactions with adults, mentoring opportunities, and fellowship.

WHAT: Summer Food Program

WHEN: August 7t — 11t

WHERE: Monday, Wednesday & Friday @ The Trails of Oak Creek
(Approximately 30-40 children)

Summer Food Program

Tuesday & Thursday @ Van Buren Park
(Approximately 80-90 children)

We Need Your Help!
o Volunteers — Groups of volunteers are needed throughout the week. Please look for the Volunteer Sign
Up Sheet in the Narthex.

o Morning Volunteers — Will make/pack up lunches in the kitchen at David’s UCC.
o On Site Volunteers — Will set up/serve the lunches and interact with the youth.

o Food Collection Drive — The Mission Board is collecting food donations, which will be used for the lunches
throughout the week. You can sign up in the Narthex near the Gateway Sign Up. Please bring donations
to the collection bins located in the Narthex OR drop off on August 5 during the Gateway Food Drop Off.
Food items being collected are:

24 Count Package — 16 ounce Bottled Waters

32 Count Package — 6 ounce to 10 ounce Juice Boxes
12 Count Package — Fruit Cups or Applesauce Cups

3 Dozen Cookies

e Monetary Donations — Monetary donations may be made by check, payable to David’s UCC, with
“Summer Food Program” written on the memo line. Checks may be included in the offering envelopes,
marked “Summer Food Program,” or taken/mailed to the church office.

The Summer Food Program is a GREAT way to serve Kettering youth and families! This program addresses all
4 of the Mission Board’s guiding principles...supporting vulnerable populations, combatting food insecurities,
making a local impact, and providing an opportunity for David’s to serve. Please consider supporting this very
important and impactful outreach event in our community!



EDUCATION AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

ANTI-RACISM STUDY- June 10th

The Anti-Racism Book Club is going to be watching The 1619 Project. Join us on June
10" at 10am in the Chapel when we will watch Episode 3 and have open discussion, then
again on July 15 at 10am when we will watch Episode 4. All are welcome to join! Coffee
and donuts are served, and all are encouraged to come and bring a friend.

MAKE AN INVESTMENT IN OUR YOUTH FOR THEIR PILGRIMAGE

This summer, the Confirmation class will be traveling to St. Louis, Missouri for their summer pilgrimage Saturday
June 17- Thursday, June 22. We are inviting the church to be a part of this trip by contributing financially toward the
Pilgrimage. Until their departure, our Confirmands will sell Pilgrimage stock. For $15 a share, you can not only help
finance their trip, but you will receive a postcard from St. Louis and will be invited to the Stockholder's Luncheon on
Sunday, July 23 to hear about their adventures. If you have any questions, please reach out to Emily Phillips
at ephillips.ucc@gmail.com or Kevin Craig at imkevbo@gmail.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Church Picnic- August 16

Lyn Bender is hosting a church picnic on August 16! Mark your calendars for this fun afternoon. Main dish and
beverages will be provided, all you need to bring is a chair and a side dish to share!

Petition Signing

Pat Johnson has been collecting signatures for the petition drive to place an amendment to the Ohio
constitution on the November ballot. It is to protect women'’s right to reproductive freedom. If you, your friends
or family, would like to sign, she would welcome you to her home on E David Rd across from Ernst Park.
Petitions are available for Montgomery, Green, and Warren counties until the June 15th deadline.

SAVE THE DATE! David’s Bazaar and Handmade Arts & Crafts Show

The bazaar will be making its return AND debut on Nov. 4. This year we are inviting local and regional artists
and craftspeople to join us with their handmade holiday and gift items to supplement the original bazaar
offerings. They will rent booth space and be responsible for their own sales. This will be a great new venue for
showcasing their talents and we look forward to welcoming them! There will be no Direct Sales. Yes - there will
be a luncheon and bake sale!

The original bazaar ladies welcome anyone who would like to help sew or donate their craft offerings for the
bazaar tables. Call Jean Blum at 937-433-2353 for guidelines and suggestions for projects.

Please contact Lenita Haynes for more information!

Pastor Brian and Susan will be traveling June 22-July 5 Should a pastoral concern arise while he
is away, please contact the Church Office during business hours, and they will reach out to the
Elders and other lay leaders to arrange care and support.




Our Church Directory is Online!

View our church directory online or via the
FREE mobile app today.

o view the directory online, go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com
and follow the prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” Please
remember, you must confirm your email address before you can sign in.

There is also a free mobile app available for download at the Apple®
App store in iTunes®, Google Play™ store and the Amazon Fire App Store.
Simply search for “Instant Church Directory” to get the download.

You will need to use your email address as listed in our directory to create a
log-in the first time you use the directory online and via the mobile app.

Need help or have questions?

Please contact Gwen- gwen@davidsucc.org or

937-434-2131

Our Church Directory is powered by Instant Church Directory.
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