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David’s 
United Church of Christ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Book of Mark Study with Pastor Brian 

 
March 5 

SIGNS Pancake Breakfast 
 

March 6-15 
Home Communions 

 
March 11 

Anti-Racism Book Study 
 

March 12 
Special Mission Second Hour 

 
March 14 

Egg stuffing for Breakfast with the Bunny 
 

March 18 
Men’s Breakfast 

God Goes to the Movies 
 

March 19 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

Faith and Pride Event at Art Museum 
 

March 25 
Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show 

 
March 27 

Warm Wishes 2 
 

March 31 
Parents’ Night Out 

 
 

 
March 1 Betty Wilson, Debbie McCoy 
March 2  Richard Luh, Bob Bosshardt 
March 6 Doug Bishop, Crystal Barraclough, Rob Dunkle, 

Rowdy Harmer 
March 8  Kirsten Morris, Betty Brewer, Ciara Boothe 
March 11 Ryan Bender, Jenny Miller, Bruce Michel, Sylvia 

Rodberg, Nora Doudican 
March 12 Sarah Deitz, Barbara Zimmerman 
March 13 Evan Dowse  
March 15 Sullivan Harmer, Ali Chabut 
March 16 Cindy Combs 
March 17 Roselyn Faulkner 
March 19 Sue Oertel 
March 20 Wanda Nanna 
March 22 Wendy Blumberg 
March 23 Joey Schairbaum, Austin Schultz 
March 24 Tony Lewis, Cameron Teeters 
March 25 Caitlin Willer 
March 26 Robert McCoy, Ben Hughes, Beth Casteele, 

Cathy Peron 
March 27 Shirley Martin, Lucy Dalton, Larry Phillips 
March 29 Sue DeLon, Harriet Fitzsimmons, Caitlin Chabut 
March 31 Mat Teeters 
 



FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR BRIAN… 
There are three current news stories that offer some insights into the way people think about 
Christian spirituality, religious life, and the identity of the Christian church at this moment in time 
what everyday people think about faith and spirituality has me thinking about the work we do 
together and the future of congregations like David’s and other religious institutions. The first is 
those Superbowl ads that are now making the rounds elsewhere, which are apparently an 
attempt to re-brand Jesus for modern times under the banner “He Gets Us.” The second is the 
so-called “Asbury Revival,” which has attracted thousands of visitors to the campus of the 
private Christian university in Wilmore, Kentucky, when a large number of the student body felt 
moved to stay round the clock following a service in the Hughes Chapel, until it was shut down 
after two weeks. And finally, the announcement that 98 year old former President of the United 
States, Jimmy Carter, who for as long as anyone can remember has taught a weekly Sunday 
school class, had entered hospice care and is nearing the end of his life. His work with Habitat 
for Humanity and other charities has defined him in the public eye since retiring from politics. 

Of course, every news story with a religious angle these days, either directly or by implication 
refers back to the Pew Research Study released last Fall which suggests a profound decline in 
interest in organized Christian church life, especially among younger generations. One popular 
religious publication summed it up succinctly, saying “the number of non-affiliated Americans is 
growing; the number of Christians was declining.” The stats indicate what we can all see with 
our own eyes, the growing secularization of our culture, the decline of active participation in 
congregational life, the numerous closing churches in urban centers and rural communities, and 
the dangerous sign for the future that each successive generation is less inclined to religious 
affiliation than the one before it. Many churches are reporting that the impact of the COVID 
pandemic increased the pace of decline, most reporting a decline in worship attendance from 70 
to 85% of previous years, and many families are not attending as often as they were prior to the 
2020 shutdown. 

So maybe it’s time for a reboot, maybe Jesus needs rebranding for younger generations. That 
has to be the underlying motivation to launch that 100 million dollar campaign to say repeatedly 
that “Jesus gets us.” After all, that same message is at the heart of the incarnation, that Jesus is 
the Word made flesh who dwelt among us. Numerous folk have defended the ads, which are 
artfully done, some have wondered at the wisdom of spending so much money on advertising 
when there is such pressing need in our world. Wouldn’t it be more likely to change the attitudes 
of people who have turned away from the Christian church, if they found religious communities 
to be self-serving, judgmental and hypocritical, and they saw us donate large sums of money to 
help victims of the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria, or Haiti, or Africa where hunger and access 
to clean water, health care, and other needs are so pressing? And then there’s the problems of 
who the money came from, their anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-women’s rights agenda, not to mention 
the subtle subtexts in their carefully produced ads. You can read a fine analysis of the 
campaign’s objectives here if you’re interested: 
https://assertivespirituality.com/2023/02/18/unhealthy-rhetoric-he-gets-us-ad-
campaign/?fbclid=IwAR1e50xqHP6BJ62cSQNLJZUCXzGwTGeJ0fCiQuOo2ZShCFp5nqw3sgH
S0uk. 

So if the church of Jesus Christ truly wants to win hearts and minds of younger generations, I 
don’t see that an expensive ad campaign is going to rise to meet the crisis. And given that some 



of reasons youth are giving for turning away from organized religion, an ad campaign appears to 
miss the point. Many who’ve left organized religions have said they are turned off by the most 
vocal religious voices in America today, many who are tied to movements like Christian 
Nationalism which is drenched with white supremacy, or they express a political agenda that 
seeks to deny the rights of women and LGBTQ+ individuals, or are anti-science and refuse to 
address climate change, deal constructively with racial and economic inequities, or do 
something to meet their concern about rising levels of gun violence. To their minds, these 
religious voices have a political agenda and are seeking power, while neglecting the basic 
teachings of Jesus about feeding the hungry, making peace, working for justice. 

Similarly, much has been made on social media about the so-called revival that took place in 
Asbury University, when some of the students began a round the clock on-going prayer and 
praise event that lasted two weeks and attracted the attention of thousands online, many who 
made a pilgrimage to participate. Now, this isn’t the first time a revival broke out at Asbury, 
which also has a seminary, in 1950 and again in 1970 there were large revivals that sprang up 
spontaneously in the school which was founded by members of the Wesleyan/Holiness 
movement. Both John Wesley and his brother Charles (who is credited with writing over 50 
hymns in our Methodist Hymnals) were revivalist preachers, and the Free Methodist churches 
where my father was pastor and preacher were part of that revivalist tradition. And true to form, 
it was at a summer camp revival service when I was 16 years old that I, to borrow a phrase from 
that school of thought, “got saved, and gave my heart to Jesus.” But of course, I’d been getting 
saved at revival meetings all through my childhood, one of my earliest memories is trying to 
decide if I should approach the altar and pray alongside my father and others for my sins, 
whatever they might have been. 

As revivals came to define much of American Protestant experience, from the so-called Great 
Awakenings to the Billy Graham Crusades, much of religion in America has a strong revivalist 
tendency. While revivals were often marked by a deep emotional response on the part of some, 
historians suggest that the early abolition movement to end slavery in many Northern churches 
was an outgrowth of the revivals of the early and mid-1800s. The Asbury revival of 1970 has 
been described as part of the Jesus Movement that had begun as a West Coast phenomenon, 
which is evidently getting its own big screen debut in the new movie “Jesus Revolution,” telling 
the story of the Calvary Chapel that began ministering to hippies and landed on the cover of 
Time magazine. 

Given the emotional fervor of revivalism, it probably won’t surprise anyone acquainted with the 
United Church of Christ, to learn that the German Reformed church’s response was less than 
favorable, in fact in Mercersburg, PA, a movement grew up as a reaction to this more extreme 
and emotional expression of religious fervor. Convinced that the emotional expressions of 
revivalism were not in harmony with the Heidelberg Catechism, Mercersburg theologians 
emphasized the Sacraments and liturgical restoration, with the emphasis on the person and 
work of Christ in and for the Church, which was more about community service than individual 
experience. 

So it’s been a curious thing watching a variety of religious and secular news outlets respond to 
and describe this current expression of “revival” at Asbury. Having experienced the dangers and 
mis-use of religious emotions, it’s hard not to be skeptical, but I have tried to be open minded to 
the fact that the movement of God’s Spirit as an expression of God’s love in the world is not 
likely to be limited by my preferences or what I’m comfortable with or not. And assuming there’s 



nothing more nefarious at work, what could be wrong with a bunch of Christian college kids 
having an emotional response to the grace and goodness of God as they set aside a couple 
weeks for prayer and singing spiritual songs and choruses? The question is, given that the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, peace, joy, faithfulness, kindness and goodness, how will this experience 
impact how they act and live in the world going forward. 

When Jesus describes God’s judgment in Matthew 25, it’s a great concern for the “least of 
these” that desires acts of compassion like feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, caring for the 
homeless and the sick. It’s too soon to say what might be the fruit of a spiritual movement like 
the one described at Asbury. But it is interesting in this age of secularization to see such a rise 
in interest around what has been described as a rather calm, non-descript, extended chapel 
service of young people singing praise choruses, saying prayers, and reading scripture. Is this a 
sign of a deeper longing for the things of God in our world, even if less and less people appear 
to be drawn to organized religion?  

Which points to the level of appreciation and prayerful response to the news that Jimmy Carter 
is nearing the end of his life on this earth. Like any President, he had naysayers and supporters, 
but in the years since his time in office, more and more people have grown to appreciate the 
way he and his wife Rosalynn have faithfully devoted themselves to doing good in the world, 
from building houses with Habitat, to working for peace and justice through their Foundation. 
Pres. Jimmy was a peanut farmer, he was a naval hero serving in nuclear submarines, and of 
course was the Head of State and Commander and Chief, but he’ll be remembered most for his 
humility and kindness, his faithfulness to the church of Jesus Christ and teaching Sunday 
School for decades, and as how a life long Baptist he left the Southern Baptist Convention 
because they refused to ordain women. He’ll be remembered for wearing his toolbelt and 
working on building new houses for the needy even in his 90’s after being diagnosed with brain 
cancer. He will be remembered for embodying the Fruit of the Spirit, which is love, peace, and 
joy. I don’t know what will come of those $100 Million TV ads, and I can’t say we’ll remember 
the Asbury revival even at Easter, but I do know we’ll always remember Jimmy Carter as a 
person of deep faith, who lived what he believed and taught, and I hope folk will say the same of 
me when my time comes. 

Your Pastor and friend, 

Brian Q. Newcomb 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INFORMATION 

Treasurer’s Trove 
 
Aloha David’s!  I’ve been asked many times as a 
joke what my favorite season is because of my 
name.  Well, the joke’s on them because 
surprise, it is tax season!  I’m one of those lucky 
few that enjoys doing taxes, and the more I do it, 
the more I like it.  I have volunteered to do taxes 
for our military on-base for 4 years now and might 
pursue this passion more in the coming years.  



For now, I’d like to address a few tax items that might apply to you.  If you are like the vast 
majority of people that use a standard deduction you were probably pretty happy that for the last 
2 years you were able to deduct $300 for charitable contributions ($600 for people filing married 
filing joint in 2021).  Unfortunately, Congress did not extend this so we are back to the point 
where charitable contributions are only allowed for people that itemize for the 2022 tax year.  I 
don’t want you to be surprised at this change when you finalize your taxes this year. 
 
Have you heard of a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)?  It is a direct transfer of funds from 
your IRA payable to a qualified charity, such as David’s UCC.  While most traditional IRA 
distributions are considered taxable income, QCDs are excluded from being counted in your 
taxable income, so you don’t have to pay taxes on it    The maximum an individual can give 
each year is $100,000, which will begin to be indexed to inflation in 2024.  If you have a 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), these QCDs do count towards satisfying that, as long as 
the check is payable directly to the 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Some people are not big 
fans of the RMDs, perhaps they don’t need the income, and it adds to their taxable income so 
they must pay taxes on it.  If you haven’t thought about it before, I invite you to consider using 
this way around paying those taxes and it can be used toward your annual pledging. 
 

I started this month’s article with “Aloha” because it means both hello and goodbye.  This 
will be my last Dateline as I move aside for our new capable Treasurer, Brian Dalton.  I 
appreciate the words of kindness, and the thank you card I received this month!  David’s, you 
are in a strong financial position, and as you prepare for your 200th anniversary, I have no doubt 
that with some careful planning, you can continue another 200 years.  Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve the church as your treasurer for a time.  Aloha!  -Summer Bartshe, 
Treasurer 

 

 

CALLING ALL MEMBERS! 

As we prepare to launch an online church directory, only available to members 
with a passcode, The Elders are planning to call all of our members to make sure 
we have the most current and up-to-date contact information; address, phone, 
and email. There will be an opportunity for individuals and families to post photos 
to help other church folk recognize one another once the new service has been 
launched. So when you get a phone call, that’s what to expect. Peace, The Elder 
Board 

 
 
MARCH WHO (WOMEN HANGING OUT)  
The WHO ladies are invited to a special dining destination on Tuesday, 
March 28 at one of Dayton's leading restaurants.  We are pleased to 
announce that special arrangements have been made for WHO from 
David's at Coco's restaurant located at 250 Warren Street.    
 
We will meet at our usual time of 5:30 p.m. and dine on a selection of 
special menu items that Coco's management has set aside for our dining 
enjoyment.    
 



You will see a flyer with attached menu on our Announcement Board in the Narthex.   This will 
give you a chance to look over the menu and decide which selections look good for you to 
choose from when we get to the restaurant.   
 
As usual, you may place your reservation with either Judy Hudson at cruisewriter937@aol.com 
or phone 937-329-2588 or Judy Fehr at jaldridge7777@gmail.com or phone at 937-672-
6830.   Or you may see Judy Hudson walking around with a clipboard and you may reserve 
your spot with her.   
 
Whichever way you choose we hope you will join us at Coco's for a tremendous evening of 
dining and relaxing with your WHO friends on Tuesday, March 28.    
 

SIGNS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
SUNDAY MARCH 5 
SIGNS Youth Group will be hosting a pancake 
breakfast in Fellowship Hall after worship 
services on Sunday, March 5. We will be serving 
pancakes, sausage, coffee, and juice. We will be 
accepting free-will offerings in return for this 
delicious food. All proceeds will help offset costs 
for SIGNS annual summer trip. Please plan on 
joining us for this tasty pancake fundraiser 
following service. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER- MARCH 25 
David's Church is proud to announce the  
2023 Spaghetti Supper Saturday, March 25  
from 5-7:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Once again, 
we'll have dine-in or carry-out options and you'll have 
all your favorites including our famous sauce, 
meatballs and world-class desserts. You can order  
following each service, or watch for the link to place 
your order online.  
 
Adult dinners are $15 and a kid's portion is $7. All 
you need to let us know is whether or not you want 
meatballs, as the sauce is vegetarian. The last date 
to place orders will be Wednesday, March 22. If you 
choose to send in a check, please attach a note  
describing your orders. Afterwards, make sure you 
stay around and check out the 2nd Annual Talent  
Show! 



Talent Show- March 25 
The talent show will be March 25th after the spaghetti supper, and we want YOU to be involved! 
Whether your talent is performing, designing, cooking, dishwashing, of just showing up, we want 
to talk to YOU! For talent show questions, please contact Jackie Randall at 
jackierandall21@gmail.com 

 
 
DAVID’S MEN’S BREAKFAST- March 18 at 8:30am 
Join the men of David’s for breakfast on the third Saturday of each month at Bob Evans- 7115 
Far Hills Ave. There is no agenda, just fellowship! All ages welcome, we can get a bigger table if 
needed. Questions? Please reach out to Dick DeLon or Neil Jones. 
 

 
DAVIDS DINNERS ARE BACK!  

 
David’s dinners are a wonderful opportunity for Church 
families to come together for food, fun, and fellowship. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex to host or to 
attend. The host will indicate how many people they can 
accommodate in their home and will provide the main 
dish. Attendees will be assigned to hosts by Steve 
Roark and Jeff Baldwin, and the host will then reach out 
to attendees to coordinate accompanying dishes. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to get to know your fellow 
parishioners and to build strong relationships within our Church community. If you should have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Steve Roark or Jeff Baldwin @ s.roark@att.net or call 
513-855-1180. Upcoming David’s Dinner Dates are: March 18, April 22, and May 13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents’ Night Out- March 31 from 6:30-8:30pm 
Enjoy an evening out while your kids enjoy an evening of activities 
and fun! The good times will include crafts, cooking, a fun movie, 
and a snack. Please RSVP to Emily Phillips by emailing: 
ephillips.ucc@gmail.com 

 
 
 



 
Order a David’s UCC T-Shirt!  
Do you love David’s? Wear it with pride!! David’s t-
shirts are available for order through this link or sign 
up in the Narthex. Payment will be taken at delivery, 
and shirts will be $20/each or $10/each for just the 
front. They will look like this photo: 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTREACH AND SERVICE  

____________________________________________________ 

Rummage Sale July 20-22, 2023 
Donations will be received beginning July 9, 2023 

Mark Your Calendars & Start your “Rummage Sale Corner” 
NOW! 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

GATEWAY Food Drop Off is SATURDAY, MARCH 4 
During all this cold weather,  

St. Vincent's and Gateway are experiencing record numbers of housing people in need 
which also means record numbers of hungry people! 

You can help by signing up to contribute to 
David's Mission Board Gateway Food Drop Off  
on Saturday, March 4 between 10 and 11 a.m. 

where we collect the food you sign up for  
at the Fellowship Hall Door Entrance  

(just pull up and we'll unload it from your car!). 
Items needed: 

2 - 4 lb. Pans of Sloppy Joe 
1 - Pans of Cheesy Potatoes 

3 - 3 Dozen Cookies 
If you choose to make Sloppy Joe or Cheesy Potatoes,  
David's Mission Board furnishes the pan and recipes  

(per Gateway & St. Vincent's request). 
You can sign up in the Narthex 

 where you can also pick up pans and recipes  
or contact Debbie McCoy at 937-689-4224 or kdam4300@gmail.com  

to sign up or ask any questions. 
David's Mission Board truly appreciates  

your generous support of this long standing ministry to the hungry! 
 



WARM WISHES 2- March 27 at 6:30pm 
We will be cutting out fleece and sewing fleece. So that we 
can properly prepare for these sessions please RSVP to 

Nedral Dalton at 937-416-4164 or daltonnedral@gmail.com 
by March 20.  Free sewing lessons will be given with all 

supplies needed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your support of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering! The UCC’s 
Wider Church Ministries ability to provide Disaster Ministries, Refugee Ministries, and 
Sustainable Development initiatives are a result of your generosity.  

In 2022, through your gifts to OGHS, the UCC was present with our neighbors in tangible ways, 
standing in solidarity and mutuality to respond to ongoing and emerging needs, and work for the 
benefit of all. Working collaboratively with Conferences, local, national, and global partners we 
helped to provide clean water, food, education, health care, resettlement for refugees and 
displaced persons, emergency relief, and disaster preparedness and response. 

This year, you are encouraged to receive the OGHS on Sunday, March 19 using the theme 
"It’s Time to Share,” based on Galatians 6: 9-10. While thousands of congregations will 
receive the OGHS offering on this day, we are grateful for your generous gifts whenever they 
are received throughout the year. 

Ways to Give 

1. Donate through the Sunday morning offering 

2. Make a secure gift online 

3. Text to give: Text OGHS to 4144 



Easter Feast for Head Start Families 
Please Help Us Continue Our Ministry to the Hungry 

David’s Mission Board invites you to support our Ministry to the Hungry in a new season 
this year. In order to lighten the craziness around the Christmas Season, the Mission Board is 
planning to distribute 50 Easter Bags filled with spring goodies of nonperishable foods for an 
Easter Feast to Head Start Families! (We plan to fill Thanksgiving Bags later in the year but will 
forego Christmas Bags so you, the congregation, can focus on the Joyce Lee Giving Tree at 
Christmas). You can support this food drive with monetary donations (“Easter Feasts” on the 
Memo Line of your check) and/or contribute food items to fill the bags. 
Along with a Ham, we’re filling each Easter bag with:  
2 Boxes Scalloped Potato Mix 
2 Boxes Mac & Cheese 
2 – 16 oz. cans of YOUR CHOiCE – Corn, Carrots or Green Beans 
White or Yellow Cake Mix 
1-20 oz. Canned Crushed Pineapple In Juice 
1-21 oz. Can of Cherry Pie Filling 
1-8 -16 oz. Pkg. Chopped Pecans 
1-12 ct. Pkg. READY TO SERVE Dinner Or Hawaiian Rolls 
1 – 16 oz. Jar of Peanut Butter 
1 – 16 oz. Container of Jam or Jelly 
1-Large Reusable Shopping Bag generally found near checkouts in store 

**********And a fun spring treat of your CHOICE such as:********** 
Oreo Spring Cookies 
Chocolate Eggs 
Peeps 

Jelly Beans 
Peanut Butter Eggs 
Kinder Joy 

 
The Mission Board greatly appreciates your support of David’s Ministry to the Hungry. There will be a sample 
Easter Bag on display in the Narthex near the tubs marked “Easter Feasts” along with tubs also at the 
Fellowship Hall Doors Entrance. Please place your donations in one of those tubs by Sunday, March 26. 

We will assemble the bags on Sunday, April 2 in Fellowship Hall following worship. All are welcome to 
help! Thank You For Your Generous Support! 

 
 
WE NEED CANDY! PLEASE DONATE A BAG OF WRAPPED CANDY, then join the 
CE Board for Egg Stuffing - March 14 at 7pm 
The CE Board would GREATLY appreceiate donations of wrapped candy for our Bunny event in April. 
Donations can be brought to the office or put in the basket in the Narthex. Then on March 14, come and share 
some laughs while envisioning small children searching for their prized eggs as we stuff the eggs with candy!  
 
 



SPECIAL MISSION SECOND HOUR WITH DR. DAVID 
DHANRAJ- MARCH 12 
 
.  
Sustainable Medical Missions: Madagascar 
 
Come hear Dr. David Dhanraj describe his work 
in a remarkable and isolated part of the 
world.  Madagascar is a beautiful land, rich in 
natural resources but with staggering poverty and 
serious healthcare challenges.  He is part of a 
team that is working on some projects that have 
demonstrated some durable improvements in 
community health and maternal outcomes in the country’s 2nd largest city, 

Toamasina.  He will be sharing lots of pictures and will be discussing current work and preparations for this 
year’s upcoming mission trip. 
 

 
EDUCATION AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 
GOD GOES TO THE MOVIES ON SATURDAY MARCH 18 at 10am  

Join us at 10am on Saturday, March 18th, for the film The 
Shack in which a grieving father has conversations with some 
very unexpected images of God about a terrible 
tragedy.  David's member John Bierman will lead a conversation 
after the movie about what this film says to our personal 
religious feelings & journeys. For info call John at 438-0211. 

 

 

 

ANTI-RACISM BOOK STUDY 

 The Anti-Racism Book Club is reading “The New Jim Crow; Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness” by Michelle Alexander. When we gather on Saturday, March 11 at 
10am in Fellowship Hall, we’ll be discussing chapter four through the end of the book. All 
are welcome to join up, and there’s plenty of time to track down the book at the library or 
purchase it online to read the proposed sections prior to our meeting. Coffee and donuts 

are served, and all are encouraged to come and bring a friend.  

 
 

 
 



 
 Faith and Pride Gathering- March 19 at 
Noon 
The March Faith Pride will be a group outing to the Dayton 
Art Institute (456 Belmonte Park North; Dayton, Ohio 45405) 
on Sunday, March 19 at noon.  We will meet at the 
museum. All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 

 Tickets are $15 at the door or bring your DAI membership card. 
 Temporary memberships can also be checked out at any Dayton Metro Library Branch. 

 
We will have the opportunity to take a self-guide tour of works in the collection by LGBTQ artists or of gay 
subjects and see the new exhibition New Beginnings: An American Story of Romantics and Modernists in the 
West. New Beginnings is a creative look at the art of Santa Fe and Taos, New Mexico, primarily focusing on art 
from the 1910s through the 1930s. These sites were among the most important national and international arts 
colonies at the time. With more than 150 objects, this is a large scale, bold and beautiful landscapes and 
portraits.  
 
 
 
 
MUSIC NOTES 
     
Good day my brothers and sisters here at David's Church. I have been thinking about my love of God and my 
love of music. Sometimes I get so caught up in the musical aspect of church that I don't leave as much time as 
I would like to focus on service in other ways. Since I have Children's Choir practice right after church, I don't 
have an opportunity to fellowship during coffee hour. I want to be more intentional about talking with you about 
things besides music. However, if you have a hymn or a piece that you would like for us to share, please send 
me a text. My cell phone is 937-6328. You could also call me if you'd like. Just recently I asked the bell 
members if they had a favorite piece of music, and Ted Eltzroth came up with "It is Well." I decided to find an 
arrangement for handbells and piano which complement each other so well. I found a Joel Raney arrangement 
which we have been working on that utilizes our Handchimes as well. We will be playing it in church on March 
12th, the beginning of Daylight Savings Time. Remember to spring forward on the Saturday before so you 
don't miss it.  
     We have several ways to serve our church musically. The Handbell Choir, affectionately called the Ding-a-
Lings, practices on Thursday evenings at 6:00 in the Bell Room in the basement of the church. We have five 
octaves of bells, but usually only play three or four.  The atmosphere is one of fun and learning. I have a sign in 
front of the room that states, "Let the Shenanigans Begin!" We practice and prepare an anthem once a month, 
usually on the second Sunday of each month.   
     The adult choir meets, as you know, on Thursday evenings at 7:00 and practices generally run about an 
hour and a half. We prepare anthems, Introits, and Benediction Responses for every Sunday, except when we 
have a bell anthem. On March 12th, however, you will get to hear both choirs. The adult choir is singing a song 
called "I Believe." The lyrics state that the person still believes in the sun, even when it's not shining. It goes on 
to say I believe in love even when I don't feel it, and finally, I believe in God, even when God is silent." This is 
based on an anonymous Jewish poem that was written during the Holocaust. I know you won't want to miss 
this powerful expression of affirmation. 
     The Children's Choir meets on Sunday mornings after church for about 20 minutes to a half an hour. 
Occasionally, we have stayed a little longer. We have had some opportunities for the children to interact with 
each other, but not as much as I would like, so they only know each other superficially. My hope would be that 
they would desire to deepen the bonds that they have with each other. They certainly love singing together.  



      I see the signs of spring all around me. The crocuses have lifted their heads as if to announce that Spring 
isn't far away. This time of year makes me marvel at the rebirth of plants that had previously shown no visible 
signs of life. Actually March 20th is pretty close by. Looking forward to observing all of God's beauty around 
me. It's there, free of charge. If you haven't introduced yourself to me, please reach out. I would like to get to 
know you better.  
Shalom, 
Tim 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

 
Breakfast with the Bunny 

 Hop on in for breakfast with the bunny on Saturday 
April 1, 2023 from 9am-11am! Children will be provided 
with a light breakfast of donut holes, fruit, and juice/milk, 
and their accompanying adult (please bring one at least 
one!) can have bottomless coffee with their treats. We 
encourage parents, grandparents, and anyone else who 
wants to come enjoy a delightful morning watching the 
kids have fun. There will be fun games with prizes, an 
egg hunt, and of course the Easter Bunny! There will be 
an exchange table for children to exchange candy for 
trinkets if so desired. Please bring Easter baskets for 
gathering eggs!  
 

TWO CABINS AVAILABLE FOR  

55th ANNUAL PIKE LAKE WEEKEND 

MAY 19-21, 2023 

2 Standard Cabins AVAILABLE - sleeps 4 - $134.00/weekend – has one double bed, 1 set of bunk beds; 
love seat & chair; kitchen; bathroom w/shower; picnic table & charcoal grill. You bring sheets, pillows & 
blankets, towels & food! 

Campground  – Bring your tent or RV. Pike Lake features 80 sites with electricity, restrooms including 
showers, dump station, picnic tables, fire rings and camp commissary where you register once you select your 
site. Campers with pets are permitted on designated sites. No reservation needed. If you plan to stay at the 
campground, please let Debbie know so she can include you in the email of the schedule of events during the 
weekend. 

Arrive on Friday at your leisure (check in after 4 p.m.) with no planned activities. Saturday activities include 
Archery, Fishing (license required for adults), Boat Race, Hiking, Wiffleball, Cornhole Tournament, Kids Craft 
Time, a Potluck Dinner, then Gather Round the Campfire for S’mores and relaxation! An Outdoor Worship 
Service wraps up the weekend on Sunday morning. 

It would be awesome to fill all the cabins and the campground with David's Church Family for our 55th 
Year! Please contact Debbie McCoy at 937-689-4224 or kdam4300@gmail.com or see her or Kevin on 
Sunday to learn more about this fun weekend or to make a reservation. 
 
 
 



             Sunday             Monday Tuesday          Wednesday           Thursday                Friday             Saturday 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
Gospel of Mark 
Study- 7pm 

2 
 
 
 
Bell Choir Practice-6pm, 
Choir Practice 7pm,  

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
Gateway Drop-off- 10am 
 
 

5-Children’s 
 Choir-11:15am 
-Confirmation-   
 11:15am 
 
SIGNS Pancake 
Breakfast- 11:15AM 

6 
Warm Wishes 
9:30am 
 
 
 

7 Quilters 10am 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
Gospel of Mark 
Study- 7pm 
 

9  
 
 
 
Bell Choir Practice-6pm, 
Choir Practice 7pm,  

10 

Please bring 
some wrapped 
Easter candy to 
church! 

11- Anti-Racism Book 
Study- 10am 
 
 
 

12  
Children’s 
Choir-11:15am 
Confirmation- 
11:15am 
 

13  
Warm Wishes 
9:30am 
 
 

14  
-Quilters 10am 
-Temple Beth Or 
Corned Beef Lunch 
 
Egg Stuffing- 7pm 

15 
Gospel of Mark 
Study- 7pm 

16 
 
 
 
Bell Choir Practice-6pm, 
Choir Practice 7pm,  

17  
 
 

18 
-David’s Men’s 
Breakfast 8:30am 
-God Goes to the 
Movies- 10am 
-David’s Dinners! 

19 Communion 
Children’s 
Choir-11:15am 
 
Faith and Pride 
Gathering- 12pm at 
Dayton Art Institute 

20  
Warm Wishes 
      9:30am 
 
 

21 Quilters 10am 
  
 
 
 
 
Council Mtg. 7pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
Gospel of Mark 
Study- 7pm 

23 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir Practice-6pm, 
Choir Practice 7pm,  

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
SPAGHETTI 

DINNER 
AND 

TALENT SHOW! 
5PM 

 
 

26  Children’s 
Choir-11:15am 
Youth Sunday 
planning- 11:15am 

 

27 Warm Wishes 
9:30am 
 
 

28 Quilters 10am 
 
 
WHO Dinner- 
5:30pm 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
  Gospel of Mark   
   Study- 7pm 
 

30  
 
 

 31              
 
 
 
 
Parents’ Night Out 

 
 
 
 

 

March 2023 

Home Communions 3/6 – 3/15 

Easter Feast Food Due Today! 


