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The Baptism of Jesus
Year B

Service of the Word
January 10, 2021 - 9:30 am
The Liturgy of the Word begins on page 355 of
The Book of Common Prayer

Prelude Music
Processional Hymn

O love, how deep, how broad, how high (vs.1-3)

Hymn #448
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Celebrant
People

Blessed be the One, Holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

There is one Body and one Spirit.
There is one hope in God’s call to us.
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God who created all.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect for Purity
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
And peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
Gracious God, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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First Lesson

Genesis 1:1-5

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, "Glory!" 2
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

The Second Lesson

Acts 19:1-7

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he
found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism
of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were
about twelve of them.
Priest or Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you Lord Christ.
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Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove
on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Dianne Andrews

Sacred Ground Circles Commissioning & Renewal of Baptismal Vows
The video was recorded on January 6. Please join the group in renewing your own baptismal vows:
Sponsor
I present to you
these persons to are making a
commitment to a journey of
learning, reflection and growth
concerning issues of faith and race,
as participants in Sacred Ground
Circles at St. Paul’s.
Reader
A lawyer stood up to
test Jesus asking “what must I do to
inherit eternal life? Jesus asked the
lawyer, “What is written in the law? What do you read there? The lawyer answered, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself... You have given the right
answer; do this and you will live. (Luke 10:25-28)
Celebrant
God, who is the source of wisdom, compassion, and understanding, desires
us to be the Beloved Community. You have come forward to offer gifts of time, study,
reflection, listening, and sharing, with a willingness to be transformed by the work that is
before you.
Circle Participants As followers of Christ we offer ourselves to God’s project of justice and
reconciliation as we seek to help heal the wounds of racism in our country and in our world.
The work begins with us.
Celebrant
On this Feast Day of the Baptism of Jesus, I invite you to join the congregation
as we renew our Baptismal Covenant together:
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Celebrant
Do you believe in God the Father? People I believe in God the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
Celebrant

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?

People

I will, with God's help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?

People

I will, with God's help.

Celebrant
“Walking the road toward Beloved Community is an adventure, fueled by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and no Christian should ever expect to arrive at the destination.
This is a spiritual practice, after all, and no one ever finishes with spiritual formation. We are
always praying. We are always reading scripture. We are always seeking to love and serve
our neighbors. And we are always learning and practicing Jesus’ way of love, especially as
God calls us to cross racial, cultural and ethnic lines, to examine structures of oppression
and their impact on our own and others’ lives, and ultimately to nurture Beloved
Community.” (“Becoming Beloved Community,” p. 16)
Celebrant
Those who are beginning commissioned here today are embarking on a
journey, not only for their own growth, but for the sake of God’s larger project of racial
reconciliation. The work of the Sacred Ground Circles is taking place within the community
of St. Paul’s. Do you, the people of St. Paul’s, promise to offer your prayer and support for
those who are beginning their Sacred Ground journey?
People

We do.
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Celebrant
For the sake of God’s dream of a Beloved Community, I commission you all as
members of Sacred Ground Circles at St. Paul’s. May the work you have committed to do
together be blessed many times over. Amen.

The Peace
Birthday Blessing
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may
be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if
they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Sentence
In this moment, we take time virtually to pass the offering plate
that represents our gifts, our hopes, and our prayers
offered in gratitude to our Creator and in thanksgiving for this community.
With grateful hearts, we give what we can.
In joyful hope, we give for what can be.
Your gifts are greatly appreciated.
On-line giving is always an option. You will find the “Give to St. Paul’s” button
at the top of the St. Paul’s website homepage: www.stpaulspt.org

Offertory Hymn

When Christ’s appearing was made known

Hymn #132
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Prayers of the People Form III

BCP pg 387

Gracious God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

Prayer in a Time of Pandemic
Gracious God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: we pray for strength and courage to meet
the days ahead. May your arms of love, guide us through this strange land. Teach us the power of
stillness and of deep listening. Open our eyes and broaden our vision. Help us to let go of those things
that no longer serve us, and to welcome new ways of connecting, of sharing, and of showing our love
and care for others. We pray for our siblings around the globe. Together we walk through this storm
asking for awakened hearts. Guide us, O Lord, and show us your ways. We ask these prayers in the name
of the One who suffers with us, in the name of Christ who is the bread of life and hope of the world.
Amen.
Celebrant
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Congregational Blessing
Closing Hymn

“I come”, the great Redeemer cries (vs.1-3.5)

Hymn #116

Dismissal
Zoom fellowship to follow the service.
Click the Zoom Fellowship link on the home page.
"Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-725451. All rights reserved."
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