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Thanksgiving Day
Holy Eucharist
November 25, 2021 - 9:00 am
The Liturgy of the Word begins on page 355 of
The Book of Common Prayer

Prelude Music
Opening Hymn

We gather together
Come ye thankful people, come vs. 1&2

Hymn #290
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Celebrant
People

Blessed be the One, Holy, and undivided Trinity.
Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
And peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
Almighty and gracious God, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors
of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of
our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson Joel 2:21-27
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! Do not fear, you animals
of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and
vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has
given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and
the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine
and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer,
and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and
praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall
never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD,
am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.
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Psalm 126
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The LORD has done great things for them."
4 The LORD has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

The Second Lesson

1 Timothy 2:1-7

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires
everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself a ransom for all
-- this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Deacon
People

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Christ.
Matthew 6:25-33

Jesus said, "I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
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tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of little faith? Therefore
do not worry, saying, `What will we eat?' or `What will we drink?' or `What will we wear?' For it is
the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need
all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well."
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

Message

The Rev. Dianne Andrews

Congregational Sharing of Gratitude
Thanksgiving Litany
Food
Celebrant Gracious God, You are the source of all that is. We gather in your name this day to
give you thanks for your abundance.
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for your steady provision of food: each meal of each day of each
year of our lives. We praise you for the diversity of food and flavor.
We celebrate the distinct glory of our human species that has learned the art of cuisine – of
harnessing the yeast that raises the bread, of roasting meat and fermenting wine.
Intercessor 2 We remember today that most of our food is raised, harvested, and brought to us by
people we neither know nor see. We are humbled by their extraordinary labor on our behalf –
often in conditions we ourselves could not endure. We ask you to bless them and to increase within
us compassion and an awareness of their welfare.
Intercessor 3 We remember those for whom food is scarce, compromising their nutrition and
health. We pray for their well-being, asking with trembling hearts that you guide us to live our lives
in such a way that all your children may eat and be filled.
Celebrant

For the gift of food, We thank you, Lord.

Homes
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for our homes: for running water and electricity, for roofs that
keep us dry and doors that keep us safe. We thank you for the comfort of homes: for mattresses
and heirlooms and artwork.
Intercessor 2 We thank you for the many people who make our homes habitable: for builders; for
electricians and plumbers; for workers around the world weaving textiles, building furniture, and
assembling electronics. Keep them safe, Lord, and provide them also with homes that are
comfortable and secure.
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Intercessor 3 We remember those without homes of their own: foster children; those on the
streets and in the slums; refugees and victims of war. Have mercy, we pray.
Celebrant

For the gift of homes, We thank you, Lord.

Work
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for our jobs: for meaningful work that contributes to the
flourishing of this world. We thank you for the benefits that come from our work: healthcare,
vacations and retirement.
Intercessor 2 We remember all those who make our work possible: for co-workers, employers,
investors; for researchers and designers and the myriad of industries whose work intersects with
our own.
Intercessor 3 We remember those who have no work or are underemployed. Please provide for
them the dignity of human labor and the stability that work provides.
Celebrant

For the gift of work, We thank you, Lord

Family
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for our families: for spouses and siblings, children and
grandchildren; for grandparents and ancestors whose names have been forgotten over time, yet
without whom, we would not exist. We thank you for the distinctive love that is fostered in our
families and through whom we first learned of our own belonging and worth.
Intercessor 2 We remember all those who add to the richness of our lives: neighbors and friends,
teachers and colleagues, and we ask your blessing on their lives.
Intercessor 3 We remember those whose families are fraught with discord through divorce,
domestic violence, addiction, and all manner of brokenness that makes families unsafe. We ask for
your healing and – where that is not possible – fresh relationships of intimacy and belonging.
Celebrant

For the gift of family, We thank you, Lord.
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Health
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for our health: for the complex mystery of our bodies and all the
ways you have designed them to flourish and to heal themselves from sickness and accidents.
Intercessor 2 We remember all those you have gifted as healthcare providers: doctors and nurses;
social workers and therapists; researchers and technicians. They have become for us your hands of
compassion, and upon them we ask your blessing this day.
Intercessor 3 We remember those without access to health care and those whose health is failing,
suffering from chronic pain and disease. We also hold before you the dying – that they would
complete this life in your peace.
Celebrant For the gift of health, We thank you, Lord.

Nation
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for our nation and for the best ideals that have defined its
formation and history: freedom, democracy, equality, and opportunity.
Intercessor 2 We recognize that we’ve not always lived into the fullness of these ideals, and so we
offer special thanks for all those extraordinary men and women who have sought them and
struggled for them with integrity and great sacrifice.
Intercessor 3 We remember with sorrow all those excluded from the American dream, particularly
the Native Americans whose land was taken and whose cultures were destroyed, and those
brought here against their will as slaves. May all their descendants and any whose place in our
culture is tenuous yet find this nation to be a place of promise and belonging.
Celebrant

For the gift of this nation, We thank you, Lord.

Church and Faith
Intercessor 1 We thank you, God, for our church: for this community of St. Paul’s. that has become
for us a family, a home, and a sanctuary for our souls.
Intercessor 2 We thank you for the church throughout the centuries that has passed on the legacy
of faith and the witness of Christ’s compassion and redeeming. We thank you for the diversity of
the church throughout the world today, praying that we would increasingly become a body united
in humility and mission.
Intercessor 3 We remember those who have been excluded from the church and made to feel
unworthy of your love. Find them, wherever they are, Lord; let them hope afresh in you, and give
us courage and compassion to embrace them with your love.
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Celebrant

For the gift of our church, We thank you, Lord.

Celebrant
And finally, gracious God, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his
Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation;
for his dying, through which he conquered death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are
raised to life everlasting.
For the gift of Jesus and all you have provided, We thank you, Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Offertory Sentence
In this moment, we take time virtually to pass the offering plate that represents our gifts, our
hopes, and our prayers offered in gratitude to our Creator and in thanksgiving for this community.
With generous hearts, we respond to God’s call.
In joyful hope, we give for what can be.
Your gifts are greatly appreciated.
On-line giving is always an option. You will find the “Give to St. Paul’s” button
at the top of the St. Paul’s website homepage: www.stpaulspt.org

Offertory Hymn

We gather together

Hymn #433
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Liturgy of the Table
Eucharistic Prayer - Celtic
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We offer you praise, dear God, and hearts lifted high for the communion of your love.
Christ comes close to us and we come close to Christ...
... And with our loved ones, separate from us now, who yet in this mystery are close to us, we join in the
song of your unending greatness:

Sanctus

pg. 367 BCP
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional)

pg. 364 BCP

Breaking of the Bread
Post Communion Prayer
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Congregational Blessing
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Closing Hymn

We plow the fields and scatter vs. 1&3

Hymn #291

(con’t)
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Dismissal
Let us go forth from this time of worship to continue the work we have been given to do: to reach
out, to love, and to serve in the name of risen Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
We go forth saying: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Now Thank We All Our God

arr. Wilbur Held
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