
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the 35th President of the Michigan Chapter of ABOTA.  

It is an honor to serve in this capacity, especially among so many friends and colleagues.   

 

The last year has proven to be very difficult as we have not been able to meet together as a group.  

I have learned that the members of this group are especially social in nature and greatly enjoy each 

other’s company.  Looking ahead for this year, we have planned two events that will hopefully 

allow us to get together in person.  Below is a list of important events for this upcoming year. 

 

1. NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY. 

 

At the end of March, we will be distributing, for the first time, a Membership Directory that will 

include a photograph of each member and his/her contact information.  It is our hope that the new 

Directory will provide you with the information you need to connect with new and old colleagues.   

 

2. NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION MEETING. 

 

On Monday, April 19, 2021, at 5:00 p.m., we will hold an virtual orientation for our new members.  

We are pleased to recognize that in the past two years, 20 new members have joined the Michigan 

Chapter.  The orientation is designed to provide the new members with information about ABOTA 

and the ways in which it serves our greater community.  You do not have to be a new member to 

attend the orientation.  If you are looking to become more involved in ABOTA, please join us for 

this one-hour orientation.  Please RSVP by contacting our Executive Director, Madelyne Lawry 

at 517-627-8700.  We look forward to seeing you on April 19, 2021. 

 

3. MEMBERSHIP MEETING – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021. 

 

We are happy to announce that our immediate Past President, Bob Riley, and his lovely wife, 

Jackie, have agreed to host our Membership Meeting at their home in Birmingham on Saturday 

evening, September 25, 2021.  This outdoor event will give all of us a much-needed opportunity 

to enjoy a cocktail and catch up with each other, provided the event can be safely held in 

accordance with COVID restrictions.  Please mark your calendars for this event.  Additional details 

will follow. 

 

4. ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021. 

 

This year’s Annual Holiday Party will be held at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids 

on Friday, December 3, 2021.  This is our annual black-tie affair which promises to be a wonderful 

event.  We will honor this year’s award recipients and welcome our incoming President, Daniel J. 

Scully, Jr.  Please mark your calendars for this event.  If you need to make room reservations for 

the evening, we have arranged a special group rate of $149 per night.  You may contact the Amway 

Grand Plaza Hotel to make a reservation by calling toll free 800-253-3590.  The reservations must 

be made on or before November 3, 2021 in order to be eligible for the group rate.  Additional 

details will follow. 

 



 

We look forward to seeing you at these upcoming events.  Thank you for your continued support 

and commitment to the Chapter. 


