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November 1, 2026
Dear Chapter Presidents,

It’s time to submit nominations for the 2027 SCSUNAA Distinguished Alumni Awards:

· Outstanding Young Alumnus of the Year

· Outstanding Alumnus of the Year

· Ms. SCSUNAA
Enclosed are the award criteria, nomination form, and a list of awardee amenities. 
Submit completed packets via upload by January 31, 2027. Only requested forms will be reviewed; additional materials (e.g., scrapbooks) will not be accepted. Packets must be complete, neat, and well organized.

Award recipients must attend:
· Alumni Weekend/Banquet – May 8, 2027
· Convention/Annual Meeting – Date TBD
· Homecoming Parade/Game – Date TBD
Honorees will be recognized at the Alumni Banquet, featured in the Homecoming souvenir journal, and ride the SCSUNAA float.

Chapters are encouraged to support their honorees financially. Celebrating alumni also showcases your chapter’s impact.

Please nominate only one member per category. Current recipients are ineligible and must wait two years before reapplying. Late or incomplete packets will not be considered.

Awardees will be announced at the National Alumni Quarterly Meeting on February 20, 2027.
Sincerely,
Yolanda Williams, SCSUNAA President
Michael Summers, Executive Sponsor
Linda Prince Johnson, Awards Committee Chair
Awards Committee Members:
Helen Corbett-Brandyburg, Kimberly McCullough Davis, Tracey Johnson, Dr. Sharon Moss, Barbara Preater, Faye Smith, Annie O. Williams
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SCSUNAA Distinguished Alumni

2027 Awards Criteria

All nominations must include:

· Completed Nomination Form
· Packet Check List (ensure all items are complete)

Deadline: January 31, 2027
Submission: All nominations must be submitted via SCSUNAA portal. ***https://www.scsunaa.org/page/condenseawardssubmission***
Note: Current National Officers and Awards Committee Members are not eligible for nomination.



General Eligibility Requirements

Nominees must:

1. Graduation Year:
· For Outstanding Young Alumnus of the Year: Graduated between 2006–2026
· For Outstanding Alumnus of the Year: Graduated before 2006
· For Ms. SCSUNAA: No graduation year restriction
2. Membership:
· Be an active, financial member of a local alumni chapter for at least 3 consecutive years and financial at the time of nomination
· OR, if an At-Large Member, be active/financial with the National Alumni Association for 3 consecutive years (status will be verified by the Membership Committee)

3. Leadership:
· Have held an office or served as a committee chair in a local alumni chapter

4. Engagement:
· Attended at least two (2) National Alumni Conventions (or annual meetings)
· Contributed financially to South Carolina State University within the last 3 years
· Made notable contributions to: 

· Profession

· Community

· Religious organizations

· Civic clubs

· Sororities/Fraternities

· Other organizations



Required Documentation

Each nomination packet must include:

1. Letter of Recommendation
· From Chapter President or Vice President

2. Essay/Letter of Interest (300 words max)

· Why the nominee should be selected for the award

3. Supporting Documents demonstrating contributions to:

· Local Alumni Chapter

· SCSU National Alumni Association

· South Carolina State University (e.g., Foundation, Band, Athletics)

· Professional, Civic, and Community involvement

4. Proof of Attendance at two (2) National Alumni Conventions or Annual Meetings (within past 5 years)
5. Proof of Leadership in a local alumni chapter (office held or committee chair)

6. Proof of Financial Contributions to SCSU in the past 3 years

7. Personal Data Sheet, Résumé, or Vita including:

· Personal, educational, and professional background

· Civic and community involvement

· Organizational affiliations

8. High-Quality Photograph
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SCSUNAA Distinguished Alumni
2027 NOMINATION FORM
(Please submit using format of below nomination form)

Please check the applicable category below:
_____ Young Alumnus of the Year _____ Alumnus of the Year _____ Ms. SCSUNAA 

Name of Nominee____________________________________________________________________
Address of Nominee_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone No. (_____) _____________________ (H) (_____) _________________ (C)
E-Mail________________________________________
Year Graduated ________________Major/Degree ________________________________________
Local Chapter ____________________________________________ Years Active ___________

Please add additional lines if needed for the below categories.

List Contribution(s) to Local Chapter
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

List Contribution(s) to:
South Carolina State University National Alumni Association
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

List Contribution(s) to:
South Carolina State University –Service (non-financial)
________________________________________________________________________________

List Professional/Civic/Volunteer Involvement
List Local Office/ Local Committee Chairmanship (s) Held and Year(s)
____________________________________________ ____________
____________________________________________ ____________
____________________________________________ ____________

List financial contribution(s) to South Carolina State University in the last three years.
NOTE: Please include at least one letter of acknowledgement from the SCSU Foundation or
from the Office of Institutional Advancement
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

List all SCSU National Alumni Conventions you have attended (you must have attended at least two).
Each Year Attended and Location—list all:

1.____________________________________________
2.____________________________________________
3.____________________________________________

Summarize in 300 words or less why you should be selected in your category.
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee’s Signature 




Date
_________________________________________________ 
_______________________

Chapter/Vice President’s Signature 


Date
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________
Ph. No. (_____) ____________________ E-mail Address: ______________________________
Chapter Address
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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SCSUNAA Distinguished Alumni
2027 Packet Checklist


✓ Is your packet neatly prepared and well-organized?
✓ Did you include a letter of recommendation from your chapter’s leadership and is the letter signed?
✓ Did you show your financial contributions to SCSU over the last three years, and did you include
at least one letter of verification from the SCSU Foundation or the Office of Institutional
Advancement?
✓ Did you list all offices you have held or are currently holding in your local chapter or national?
✓ Did you list the locations of ALL conventions (or annual meetings) you attended to include the year?
✓ Did you include an essay/Letter of Interest of why you should be selected in your category?
✓ Did you list your contributions (service, not money) to your local Chapter, SCSUNAA, SC State
University and your local community?
✓ Did you include a resume with a high-quality professional photograph?
✓ Is your packet 12 pages or less?
✓ Is your entire packet scanned and able to be uploaded into one document?

NOTE: If the nominee submits the packet, your chapter president or authorized representative’s
signature must be included in your documentation that is uploaded.
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SCSUNAA Distinguished Alumni
2027 Awards Amenities

The Alumnus of the Year, Young Alumnus of the Year and Ms. SCSU National Alumni Association are the highest honor of recognition of our National Association--in this report they are referred to as Awardee(s). 

May 8, 2027 - Alumni Weekend/- Awardee Amenities:

· Complimentary ticket for each awardee to the Alumni Banquet 

· One free night lodging all (you must reserve your own room & not to exceed $200)
· Reserved seating for awardees and one guest 

· Reserved seating and one complimentary ticket for all awardees from the previous year to present awards to the new awardees and for the queen to crown the new queen. (All seating to be coordinated with office of Alumni Relations)

· Biography and name printed in Alumni Banquet program (coordinated with Alumni Relations).
NOTE: Chapters are encouraged to financially assist their nominee with one night accommodation as applicable.

July/August- National Alumni Convention Awardee Responsibilities and Amenities:

· Register and attend the National Alumni Convention (or annual meeting).

· Participate on Convention Program and be recognized at business meeting by committee chair.

· Awards Committee Chairman will forward pictures /biographical sketch to the 2nd Vice President for printing in Convention program, if applicable.
· Receive reserved seating for two at the Convention Banquet, if applicable.

· Be recognized by the committee chair at the Convention Banquet, if applicable.
October/November – Homecoming Awardees Amenities: 

· Eat breakfast with SCSU President at Washington Dining Hall prior to parade
· Ride on float in the parade (committee will coordinate with Hospitality Committee to ensure names and Chapter of award recipients are on the float)
· Participate in half-time activities, as applicable 
· Have pictures and bio printed in Game Day Program (and jumbotron)
· Corsages /boutonnieres as applicable and floral bouquet for the queen.
· Awards Flash via Bulldog Bark with picture and brief bio in addition to the information will be posted on the National Alumni Website announcing the award recipients. 
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