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COLLEGE TO LAUNCH PENN HIGHLANDS ACADEMY, A NEW PATHWAY 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SUCCESS 
     
JOHNSTOWN, PA (JANUARY 16, 2018) –  Pennsylvania Highlands Community College’s dual 
enrollment program, also known as Accelerated College Education or ACE, strives to provide 
high school students with the ability to gain college credits while in high school. ACE provides 
guidance and preparation towards a successful career or transfer opportunities through college 
degree completion.   
 
During the fall of 2017, ACE conducted an internal evaluation of the opportunities provided in 
an effort to enhance programming.  As a result, Penn Highlands will be launching a new 
pathway for high school students this fall: Pennsylvania Highlands Academy.  The Academy’s 
purpose is to show students how hard work and dedication in high school can quickly and 
affordably lead to an associate’s degree from Penn Highlands.  
 
Penn Highlands Academy students can enroll in up to 28 dual enrollment/ACE credits at their 
school district throughout their time in high school. These courses are taught at the high school 
by their high school instructors. The credits earned allow students to complete just under half of 
their associate’s degree at a discounted tuition fee. After high school graduation, the Academy 
encourages these students to complete the remaining 34 credits of an associate’s degree at 
Penn Highlands Community College. 
 
Academy students will have the complete college experience while in high school by 
participating in college events and activities as a typical college student.  Each student will 
have a college advisor to encourage and advise them on appropriate courses that lead down 
a specific degree path.  By participating in the Penn Highlands Academy, students are able to 
complete an associate’s degree, and a bachelor’s degree, in less time with little to no debt.  
 
This mix of dual enrollment and traditional courses will expose high school students to different 
models of education, helping them be more successful. 
 
About Pennsylvania Highlands Community College 
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College has served over 52,000 community members 
throughout the Southern Alleghenies and beyond. Offering over 35 degree, certificate, and 
diploma programs, Penn Highlands has the highest graduation rate of all community colleges in 
Pennsylvania. For more information, call 1.888.385.PEAK or visit www.pennhighlands.edu. 
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