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Assessing Risk and Capacity for Preaching that Addresses Social Issues
A TOOL TO PREPARE FOR PROPHETIC SERMONS

* Poll: What was your assessment score based on the
“Tool to Prepare for Prophetic Sermons”?

Gentle Prophet (30—45 points)
Invitational Prophet (46 —60 points)
Robust Prophet (61 — 90 points)



Comparing parishioners’perceptions in 10 DOC
congregations about the volatility of terms heard in

. . y ces 13y . ’
sermons, 2019 v. 2020. The “hotter” terms are at the top: Which the following terms are “too political’”’ to hear in a sermon?

the “cooler” terms at the bottom. Weighted Weighted
TERM Average TERM Average
1 Capitalism 4.44 1 Capitalism 47
2 |Guns 4.28 2 |Guns 459
3 |Government 4.1 3 |Government 4.4
4 |Corporations 3.89 4 |Corporations 4.02
T h e O | Og I Ca | Advocacy and/or ZCZ 9 Black Lives Matter 4.02
S lactivism 341 Advocacy and/or
. 6 [Sexuality 3.32 6 lactivism 35
fra m | n g 7/ Immigration/refugees 3.13 7/ Privilege 3.38
8 Privilege | 8 [Sexuality 3.3
m a keS a 9 [Climate change 3.07 9 _|[Ecenomy I
2019 |10 Econemy : 10 |Climate change 3.1 3)2020
d Iffe re n Ce 11 |Gender 2.67 11 mgrmﬁpefugees——/ﬁﬁ
12 |Race/racism 2.37 12 |Race/racism 2.68
13 Rights 2.35 13 Injustice 2.57
14-injustice . 14 \Gender 2.5
15 [Environment 2.1 3> 15 Ri
16 |Dialogue 1.92 Environment 2.44
17 |Equality 1.78 ZCZ 17 |Covid= 0l
18 |[Community 1.43 18 Equality 1.89
— 19 |God’s Creation 1.28 19 |Dialogue 1.77
20 |Community 1.46
— 21|God’s Creation 1.33

Stars indicate terms added for the 2020 survey.



Issues congregants most WANT pastor to address or incorporate into
their preaching or otherwise discussed in congregation in next 6 months.

Disciples of Christ Churches in Mid-Central US (2019)

Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance
Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy

Economic issues (debt/poverty/inequality/homelessness)

Environment/Climate change/Pollution

Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention
Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying

Black Lives Matter

Immigration

Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis

Education issues

Gun rights and/or Gun violence

Covid-19 pandemic response

Human trafficking/Slavery

Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues
Healthcare

Fiscal responsibility

Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment
Abortion/Reproductive health

Physical disabilities
War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues

None of the above

United Methodist Churches in Great Plains Conf (2021)
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Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 33%
Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 27%
Economic issues (debt/poverty/inequality/homelessness) 24%
Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 21%
Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 19%
Covid-19 pandemic response 16%
Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 15%
Education issues 14%
Healthcare 11%
Human trafficking/Slavery 11%
Fiscal responsibility 11%
Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 9%
Environment/Climate change/Pollution 8%
Black Lives Matter 7%
Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 4%
Immigration 4%
Abortion/Reproductive health 3%
Physical disabilities 2%
Gun rights and/or Gun violence 1%
War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 1%
None of the above 10%




Issues congregants most WANT pastor to address or incorporate into
their preaching or otherwise discussed in congregation in next 6 months.

Disciples of Christ Churches in Mid-Central US (2019)
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United Methodist Churches in Great Plains Conf (2021)

Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 33% 1|Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 33%
Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 26% 2|Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 27%
Economic issues (debt/poverty/inequality/homelessness) = 25% 3|Economic issues (debt/poverty/inequality/homelessness) 24%
Environment/Climate change/Pollution 24% 4|Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 21%
Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 19% 5|Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 19%
Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 16% 6|Covid-19 pandemic response 16%
Black Lives Matter 13% == 7|Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 15%
Immigration 12% 8|Education issues 14%
Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 12% 9|Healthcare 11%
Education issues 11% 10|Human trafficking/Slavery 11%
Gun rights and/or Gun violence 10% 11|Fiscal responsibility 1%
Covid-19 pandemic response 10% 12|Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 9%
Human trafficking/Slavery 994 ey 13 Environment/Climate change/Pollution 8%
Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues o, Wep 14 Black Lives Matter 7%
Healthcare 3% 15|Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 4%
Fiscal responsibility 6%|::> 16 Immlgratlon . 4%
Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 5% 17 Abortllon/R.eprc?c':Il.Jctlve health 3%
Abortion/Reproductive health 3% 18 Physu.:al disabilities . 2%
Physical disabilities 1% 19]Gun rights and/or Gun violence . 1%
War/Terrorism/Militarization/\Veteransissues 19 20(War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 1%
None of the above 10% None of the above




Issues congregants DO NOT WANT pastor to address or incorporate into
their preaching or otherwise discussed in congregation in next 6 months.

Disciples of Christ Churches in Mid-Central US (2019) United Methodist Churches in Great Plains Conf (2021)
1 |Abortion/Reproductive health 31% 1{Abortion/Reproductive health 27%
2 |Black Lives Matter 22% 2|Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 26%
3 |Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 20% 3|Black Lives Matter 26%
4 |Gun rights and/or Gun violence 16% 4|Gun rights and/or Gun violence 25%
5 [Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 13% 5|Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 18%
6 |War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 9% 6|Environment/Climate change/Pollution 10%
7  |Environment/Climate change/Pollution 8% 7|War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 10%
8 |Immigration 4% 8| Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 6%
9 |Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment | 4% 9|Other (please specify) 5%
10 |Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 4% 10{Immigration 4%
11 |Fiscal responsibility 4% 11|Economic issues (debt/poverty//inequality/homelessness) 2%
12 |Human trafficking/Slavery 3% 12|Human trafficking/Slavery 2%
13 |Covid-19 pandemic response 3% 13|Covid-19 pandemic response 2%
14 |Physical disabilities 3%  14|Physical disabilities 2%
15 |Education issues 29% 15|Fiscal responsibility 2%

Economic issues 16|Education issues 1%

16 |(debt/poverty//inequality/homelessness) 1% 17|Healthcare 1%

17 |Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 1% 18 Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 1%

18 |Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 1% 19| Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 1%

19 [Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 1% 20{Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 0%

20 |Healthcare 0% 21|Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 0%
—— 27T |No problem with any of these issues 399 No problem with hearing about any of these issues =33 ——




ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

v Covid-19 pandemic 84.66%
Economic issues (debt, poverty, homelessness, etc.) 74.37%
Racism/White supremacy/Black Lives Matter 69.22%
Hunger/food insecurity 59.65%
Political divisions 59.46%

@cﬁmate change/pollution/extinction Environment ranks #6 in the fOp ie@

« Ethics/integrity/corruption 46.16%

w» |Immigration 44 69%

Addictions/substance abuse 44 55%

LGBTQIA+ issues 41.07%
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" MORAL FRAMEWORKS

LOYALTY
FAIRNESS LIBERTY Y AUTH\?RITY
. : BETRAYAL SUBVERSION

SANCTITY
\

CHEATING OPPRESSION DEGRADATION

Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Disagree About Religion and Politics.



National Issues Forums Institute &
The Ketterlng Foundatlon

*i ISSUE ADVISORY
What Should We Do About
the Opioid Epidemic?

ISSUE ADVISORY -
What Should We Do
about the Opioid
Epidemic?

B How Should We Prevent Mass
Shootings in Our Communities?

ISSUE ADVISORY - How
Can We Stop Mass
Shootings In Our
Communities? (2016)
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ISSUE ADVISORY - Climate Choices Making Ends Meet:
Infectious Disease How Should We
Outbreaks: How Spread Prosperity and
Should We Keep Our Improve Opportunity?

Communities Safe?

Issue Guides
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End of Life How Should We
Reduce Obesity in
America?

OVER THE

Health Care Over the Edge



SERMON - DIALOGUE - SERMON
METHOD

PREACI—IING

PURPLE

Developed by the Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade




SERMON - DIALOGUE - SERMON
METHOD

Sermon #1 —

“Prophetic Invitation to
Dialogue”

(Introduces the controversial justice issue)




SUGGESTED GROUND RULES FOR DELIBERATIVE DIALOGUE

Choose for yourself when and how to participate

Participants are invited to join in the discussion, never required or pressured to do so.
This is not a “share-or-die” event! Being fully present and listening with care is as
important a contribution as speaking with care.

Listen to hear: listen with empathy

Remain respectful and remember that maintaining relationships is a priority.

Make space for silence and reflection

The discussion should not be fast and furious. Slow down and pay attention to the “inner teacher” that is trying
to speak in you and in others. You can “press pause” to cool off, if needed.

No debating

Our views of reality may differ, but speaking ones convictions does not mean interpreting, correcting, or
debating what others say. Seek instead — through listening deeply and asking honest, open questions — to help
each participant find their own clarity and resourcefulness.

Embrace differences

Speak from your experiences and viewpoints with “T statements,” not mountain-top declarations or
overgeneralizations. Listen with an open mind to others’ experiences.

When the going gets rough, turn to wonder

Turn from reaction and judgment to wonder and compassionate inquiry: “I wonder why he or she feels/thinks
this way?” “I wonder what pushed my buttons in what he or she just said?”

Learn to ask honest, open questions

Instead of judging or debating what people say or asking leading questions, ask questions that are free of
judgment or advice, questions that come from a simple desire to help the speaker explore more deeply what

he or she has said. “Is there a story from your life that helps explain why you feel or believe what you do?” is an
honest, open question. “How could you believe something like that?” is not!

Be clear about what you would like to stay within the group

This is a public discussion, but if you are sharing personal information that you would like to stay within this
forum, be clear about that. By the same token, if you hear a story or personal information that another shares in
this discussion, ask permission first if you wish to talk about it outside the group.

— Adapted from The Center for Courage & Renewal




SERMON - DIALOGUE - SERMON METHOD

Deliberative Dialogue

>

A form of civil discourse that brings
people together to:

Share their story of how the issue
affects them

Deliberate about the benefits and
drawbacks of three different
approaches to the issue

Identify shared values and
common ground

Brainstorm next steps about how
to proceed




Issue guide: “The Church’s Role
in a Divided Society” developed
by a research team at the
Kettering Foundation to help
congregations look at three
different approaches:

* Church as Sanctuary
* Church as Mediator
* Church as Prophetic Voice

the church’s role
in a divided society

Whert should the churdh do to halp congregants navigate the current state of
pelitical disssurse in Americs?

Churches are wresting with how 1o lve out

their fakh in an Increasingly divided Amedican

culture. Ressarch Indicates that panisan poil-

flos Is affecting congregations In how we [mer-

act, worship, and fellowship wih each other,

now clergy preach thelr sermans; and how (or -
i) we engage In the public sguars. In Amarican

s0ciety where e Insithilons of chunch and
siale remain separaie, the realty that political
discourss Impacts religlous communities can-

not be denied. People bring thelr whole lives — ®  Some peosle we leving ther cherchi be-
good, bad, and troubiled — fo thelr church. i e L
Some pefleve that it is prudent for keaders o ® A recent news story Wighlighted thet Tk
refrain from engaging In political lssuss. Anoth- lesdisrd deseribe the Thner conlllctand e
ar approach ks offerng the church as a pubiic ol Chry'e experienced e the TG pro-
space Tor navigating polfical issweas without k- identlal electioe.” Many dargy gres Be L
ing an Instiutional stand. And in both conserva- Tameioreas huerdie 1 it polimically divese con
ilve- and progressive-leaning churches, some gregalens,
leaders claim it 35 a moral and ethical Impera-
tive fo honor God and God's peaple by articu- 5 W R COR I SO T
lating thelr understandng of God at work In the pristieal disesusie, rather than Just s mersl
wark. sommsestaer Boin B putside. TRl abese
scandals b churce ssd denssinalons; e
Embracing the essential Chalstian tenat of a Trcterng of manline cherches rossd g
loving God and a loving Christian communiy, Hos of Memsn sexuslity; churehes #1 frgees
now Mgt peaple BElen carfully 1 ona anotn- off prnctal Lerebions and public iclence; and pel
H“UWNEWEUMWMEW iticisss themselvas oy religion b frase
otner's minds but of respecling whal peopie o boliter Thalr polloy diaiai i whe |ust & few

walue? Through dellberation, 5 & possbie to

exarphis of Bow thelines Betwien e sl
experlence 3 mone respectiul way of being both
= e St o . wirld wsd seligias have heceme Burred.

What waowkd i€ hoke o Imdoe bebo dialogue
oo fellow church members who hold ot
Just @ wariety of politic) perspectives, but
o¥ferent idess on how Lo ongage with these
perspectives

How o we Bring owr folth and easrelify & bear
withow! further widening che gop behyseen peopie
Wb hold difierent podtroad vlews?




SERMON - DIALOGUE - SERMON
METHOD

Sermon #2 —

“Communal Prophetic
Proclamation”

(Incorporates wisdom from Deliberative Dialogue
session into a more prophetic sermon)




Over 200 Clergy and Laity Trained in the
Sermon-Dialogue-Sermon Method

The leukocytes (“white blood cells”) in the Body of Christ.




CLERGY
EMERGENCY

LEAGUE

RESIST | RECLAIM | RENEW

Started in June 2020, The Clergy Emergency League (CEL) is a grassroots network of more than
2,500 clergy across the United States.

We provide support, accountability, resources, and networking for clergy to prophetically
minister in their congregations and the public square in this time of political upheaval, social
unrest, and partisan division.

Website: https://www.clergyemergencyleague.com/

Facebook group (be sure to answer vetting questions to gain admittance):

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3268854966534981

Join our email list: https://mailchi.mp/476fe00380e8/clergy-emergency-league-email-list

Like our public FB page: https://www.facebook.com/ClergyEmergencylLeague



https://www.clergyemergencyleague.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3268854966534981
https://mailchi.mp/476fe00380e8/clergy-emergency-league-email-list

ACTION ITEMS
CLERGY

LEAGUE scripture and

theology Clergy Emergency League
2022

RESIST | RECLAIM | RENEW

Respond to
threats,
dangerous Attend to
situations that
impact clergy &
congregations

self-care

Counter
disinformation,
brainwashing,

Sustain ongoing
Work of:

dismantling
r,Jf‘J] ] \v'J]"rJ—J aiel ol
acism, white n
e mentality in
nationalism

congregations
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