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Assessing Risk and Capacity for Preaching that Addresses Social Issues
A TOOL TO PREPARE FOR PROPHETIC SERMONS

• Poll: What was your assessment score based on the          
“Tool to Prepare for Prophetic Sermons”?

Gentle Prophet (30—45 points)
Invitational Prophet (46—60 points)
Robust Prophet (61 – 90 points)



Theological 
framing 
makes a 

difference

Comparing parishioners’ perceptions in 10 DOC 
congregations about the volatility of terms heard in 
sermons, 2019 v. 2020. The “hotter” terms are at the top; 
the “cooler” terms at the bottom.  

Stars indicate terms added for the 2020 survey. 



Issues congregants most WANT pastor to address or incorporate into 
their preaching or otherwise discussed in congregation in next 6 months.

1 Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 33%
2 Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 26%
3 Economic issues (debt/poverty/inequality/homelessness) 25%
4 Environment/Climate change/Pollution 24%
5 Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 19%
6 Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 16%
7 Black Lives Matter 13%
8 Immigration 12%
9 Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 12%
10 Education issues 11%
11 Gun rights and/or Gun violence 10%
12 Covid-19 pandemic response 10%
13 Human trafficking/Slavery 9%
14 Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 9%
15 Healthcare 8%
16 Fiscal responsibility 6%
17 Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 5%
18 Abortion/Reproductive health 3%
19 Physical disabilities 1%
20 War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 1%

None of the above 10%

Disciples of Christ Churches in Mid-Central US (2019)

1 Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 33%
2 Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 27%
3 Economic issues (debt/poverty/inequality/homelessness) 24%
4 Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 21%
5 Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 19%
6 Covid-19 pandemic response 16%
7 Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 15%
8 Education issues 14%
9 Healthcare 11%

10 Human trafficking/Slavery 11%
11 Fiscal responsibility 11%
12 Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 9%
13 Environment/Climate change/Pollution 8%
14 Black Lives Matter 7%
15 Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 4%
16 Immigration 4%
17 Abortion/Reproductive health 3%
18 Physical disabilities 2%
19 Gun rights and/or Gun violence 1%
20 War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 1%

None of the above 10%

United Methodist Churches in Great Plains Conf (2021)
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Disciples of Christ Churches in Mid-Central US (2019) United Methodist Churches in Great Plains Conf (2021)



Issues congregants DO NOT WANT pastor to address or incorporate into 
their preaching or otherwise discussed in congregation in next 6 months.

1 Abortion/Reproductive health 31%
2 Black Lives Matter 22%
3 Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 20%
4 Gun rights and/or Gun violence 16%
5 Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 13%
6 War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 9%
7 Environment/Climate change/Pollution 8%
8 Immigration 4%
9 Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 4%
10 Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 4%
11 Fiscal responsibility 4%
12 Human trafficking/Slavery 3%
13 Covid-19 pandemic response 3%
14 Physical disabilities 3%
15 Education issues 2%

16
Economic issues 
(debt/poverty//inequality/homelessness) 1%

17 Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 1%
18 Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 1%
19 Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 1%
20 Healthcare 0%
21 No problem with any of these issues 39%

1 Abortion/Reproductive health 27%
2 Gender/Sexuality/Sexual identity/LGBTQIA issues 26%
3 Black Lives Matter 26%
4 Gun rights and/or Gun violence 25%
5 Race/Racism/White privilege/White supremacy 18%
6 Environment/Climate change/Pollution 10%
7 War/Terrorism/Militarization/Veterans issues 10%
8 Crime/Victims' rights/Incarceration/Capital punishment 6%
9 Other (please specify) 5%

10 Immigration 4%
11 Economic issues (debt/poverty//inequality/homelessness) 2%
12 Human trafficking/Slavery 2%
13 Covid-19 pandemic response 2%
14 Physical disabilities 2%
15 Fiscal responsibility 2%
16 Education issues 1%
17 Healthcare 1%
18 Mental and/or Emotional health/Suicide prevention 1%
19 Substance abuse/Addictions/Opioid crisis 1%
20 Domestic abuse or violence/Bullying 0%
21 Interfaith relations/Hate crimes/Intolerance 0%

No problem with hearing about any of these issues 33%

United Methodist Churches in Great Plains Conf (2021)Disciples of Christ Churches in Mid-Central US (2019)



Ministry, Preaching, and Social Issues Survey, 2021
2099 U.S. clergy surveyed

What social issues did you address in your preaching in 2020?

© Leah D. Schade, 2021

Environment ranks #6 in the top ten!



6 
MORAL FRAMEWORKS

CARE 
V.

HARM
FAIRNESS

V.
CHEATING

LIBERTY 
V.

OPPRESSION

LOYALTY
V.

BETRAYAL

AUTHORITY
V. 

SUBVERSION

Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Disagree About Religion and Politics.

SANCTITY
V.

DEGRADATION



National Issues Forums Institute & 
The Kettering Foundation

Issue Guides



SERMON – DIALOGUE – SERMON
METHOD

Developed by the Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade



SERMON – DIALOGUE – SERMON
METHOD

Sermon #1 –
“Prophetic Invitation to 

Dialogue”
(Introduces the controversial justice issue)





SERMON – DIALOGUE – SERMON METHOD

Deliberative Dialogue

A form of civil discourse that brings 
people together to:
1. Share their story of how the issue 

affects them
2. Deliberate about the benefits and 

drawbacks of three different 
approaches to the issue

3. Identify shared values and 
common ground

4. Brainstorm next steps about how 
to proceed



Issue guide:  “The Church’s Role 
in a Divided Society” developed 
by a research team at the 
Kettering Foundation to help 
congregations look at three 
different approaches:

* Church as Sanctuary
* Church as Mediator
* Church as Prophetic Voice



SERMON – DIALOGUE – SERMON
METHOD

Sermon #2 –
“Communal Prophetic 

Proclamation”
(Incorporates wisdom from Deliberative Dialogue 

session into a more prophetic sermon)



Over 200 Clergy and Laity Trained in the
Sermon-Dialogue-Sermon Method
The leukocytes (“white blood cells”) in the Body of Christ.



Started in June 2020, The Clergy Emergency League (CEL) is a grassroots network of more than 
2,500 clergy across the United States. 

We provide support, accountability, resources, and networking for clergy to prophetically 
minister in their congregations and the public square in this time of political upheaval, social 
unrest, and partisan division. 

Website:  https://www.clergyemergencyleague.com/

Facebook group (be sure to answer vetting questions to gain admittance):

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3268854966534981

Join our email list: https://mailchi.mp/476fe00380e8/clergy-emergency-league-email-list

Like our public FB page: https://www.facebook.com/ClergyEmergencyLeague

https://www.clergyemergencyleague.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3268854966534981
https://mailchi.mp/476fe00380e8/clergy-emergency-league-email-list


Reclaim 
scripture and 

theology

Attend to 
self-care

Counter 
disinformation, 
brainwashing, 

and cult 
mentality in 

congregations

Sustain ongoing 
work of 

dismantling 
racism, white 
nationalism

Respond to 
threats, 

dangerous 
situations that 

impact clergy & 
congregations

ACTION ITEMS
for the 

Clergy Emergency League
2022 
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