
NORTHEASTERN OHIO SYNOD PULPIT SUPPLY LIST       December 2023 
 
The 2023-2024 NEOS Compensation Standards state: Those asked to serve as pulpit supply should be 
contacted well in advance of the date needed and, upon acceptance, be provided with a copy of the worship 
bulletin and pertinent information about the service. A member familiar with congregational worship practices 
should be on hand to welcome the pastor prior to the service. The recommended honorarium for one worship 
service is $175 plus mileage at the current IRS mileage reimbursement rate (beginning January 1, 2024 the 
rate is set at 67 cents/mile). For additional services, scheduled within three hours of the conclusion of the 
initial worship service, whether at the same congregation or at another, as in two-point parishes, an additional 
$50 per service should be paid plus any additional mileage. If additional services are scheduled during the week 
that are similar in nature e.g., Sunday evening, Wednesday, Saturday, etc., an additional honorarium of $85 for 
each additional service plus mileage at the current IRS mileage reimbursement rate should be paid. For 
additional responsibilities, appropriate compensation should be provided. Expenses for lodging and meals, if 
necessary, are to be paid by the congregation. The current Pulpit Supply list is available on the NEOS website 
under “For Congregations.” 
 
The following ELCA pastors have indicated their availability for pulpit supply. If they have 
limits to their availability or the distance they are willing to drive, that is noted. 
 
Rev. Shari Ayers 
Columbus, OH 
614-460-0186 
shari.ayers@gmail.com 
Within 60 miles of Columbus 
 
Rev. Loranell Breyley 
Seven Hills, OH 
248-850-6357 
sunshinedancer2@gmail.com 
Within 60 miles of Seven 
Hills 
 
Rev. Jerome (Jerry) Burce 
Roaming Shores, OH 
(C) 216-469-7863 
jburce@att.net 
Within 50-70 miles of 
Roaming Shores 
 
Rev. David Connor 
Lakewood, OH 
(C) 216-226-0346 
prdavec526@yahoo.com 
Within 75 miles of Lakewood 

Rev. Mike Dickson 
Mansfield, OH 
(C) 845-258-0683 
michaeldickson0683@gmail.com 
Within an hour of Mansfield – 
not available until Apr 2024 
 
Rev. William (Bill) Diehm  
Lyndhurst OH  
412-977-8900  
willfish2@comcast.net 
No distance limit 
 
Rev. Rod Funk 
Mentor, OH 
440-946-5270 
rphunque@yahoo.com 
Sundays - 30 miles to 
surrounding counties 
 
Rev. Drew Genszler 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
240-281-0607 
andrew.genszler@yahoo.com 

Rev. Elizabeth Hazelton 
Sagamore Hills, OH 
330-468-0412 
pastorbetti@sbcglobal.net 
No limit miles except 
inclement weather 
 
Rev. Barb Holzhauser 
Mentor on the Lake, OH 
440-465-3405 
holzhauser.barb@gmail.com 
Within 60-75 miles 
 
Rev. Jim Kulma 
Lakewood, OH 
(C) 216-221-7333 
jkulma@cox.net  
 
Rev. Deborah Michaels 
North Royalton, OH 
440-281-5337 
revdeb51@yahoo.com 
Approximately 25 miles of N. 
Royalton 
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Rev. George Murphy 
Tallmadge, OH 
330-524-4090 
gmurphy10@neo.rr.com 
Not available December 
through March 
 
Rev. Haldon Robarge 
North Canton, OH 
330-760-3925 
hrobarge@neo.rr.com 
Prefer within 60 miles of 
North Canton, but can go 
further with paid mileage 

Rev. Denise Sager 
Westerville, OH 
(C) 330-242-4197 
pastor.d.sager@gmail.com 
No distance limit, but 
requests hotel be provided if 
over two hours drive 
 
Rev. Robert Sander 
Canton, OH 
(C) 419-973-7773 
rev1bobs@aol.com 
Approximately 1 ½ hour of 
Canton 

Rev. Richard Seaks 
Garrettsville, OH 
330-527-8104 
revseaks@gmail.com 
Within 35 miles of 
Garrettsville 
 
Rev. Jonathan Steingass 
Medina, OH 
330-722-6139 
jsteingass@zoominternet.net 
Approximately 35 miles of 
Medina 
 

 
The following ecumenical partner pastors have indicated their availability for pulpit supply 
and can also preside at Holy Communion. If they have limits to their availability or distance 
they are willing to drive, that is noted. 
 
United Church of Christ: 
 
Rev. Dick Beck 
Mogadore, OH 
330-807-2800 
rfbeck3@sbcglobal.net 
 
Rev. Sandy Hutchinson 
North Canton, OH 
330-904-7165 
revshutchinson@gmail.com 
Within 60 miles of North 
Canton 
 
Rev. Carolyn Mann 
Brickhaven, OH 
740-824-4632 
haymann51@yahoo.com 
Wayne, Holmes and area or 
50 miles of Brickhaven, Oh 
 
 

UCC continued…. 
 
Rev. James A. Nelson 
Orrville, OH 
330-683-2792 
revjn0203@hotmail.com 
Stark, Summit, Holmes, 
Medina, Ashland 
 
Rev. Brian Shields 
Twinsburg, OH 
(C) 216-956-8475 
bshields80.bs@gmail.com 
Approximately 30 miles of 
Twinsburg 
 
Rev. Glenn E. Swope 
Alliance, OH 
(H) 330-823-5107 
(C) 941-704-2565 
cgsarts@aol.com 
Within 50 miles of Alliance – 
not available until Apr 2024 
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Episcopal Church, Diocese 
of Ohio: 
Supply Roster can be found 
at: www.dohio.org 
 
Rev. Joyce Penfield 
401-369-1514 
jpenfield2016@gmail.com 
Not available until Mar 2024  
Within 75 minutes of Akron 

United Methodist Church: 
 
Rev. John Butchko 
Cleveland, OH 
440-539-5498 
jbutchko32555@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Bernie Dougherty 
Stow, OH 
336-491-8840 
revbdough@aol.com 
Not available Nov – May 
Within 90 miles of Stow / No 
early service 

  

 
 
 
The following people have indicated their availability for pulpit supply but are not authorized 
to preside at Holy Communion. If they have limits to their availability or distance they are 
willing to drive, that is noted. 
 
Deacon Erin Bodenstab 
ELCA Deacon 
Stow, OH 
419-504-1685 
deaconerinbodenstab@gmail.com 
Within an hour of Stow 
 
Deacon Nancy Wagner 
ELCA Deacon 
Bellville, OH 
814-248-1764 
nancann18@gmail.com 
Within 30 miles of Bellville 

Richard Brenneman 
Fredericktown, OH 
740-694-1755 
dbbrenneman@gmail.com 
 
Chris Neumann 
North Ridgeville, OH 
440-662-9703 
chris.neumann1005@gmail.com 
Willing to go about 60 miles 
 
Linda Weidenbach 
Canton, Ohio 
850-766-5640 
lindakjw@gmail.com 
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