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THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
APRIL 26, 2026 AT 10:15 AM                     THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE 
We are a welcoming, inclusive and affirming parish in the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina.  
We seek to meet and serve Christ in all people and to glorify God in our words and our actions. 

ARE YOU VISITING TODAY? 
Know that you are most welcome, and we pray that you will return to worship with us again 
soon! Please do us the honor of filling out a Visitor Card, either by scanning the QR code to 

the right OR b y filling out a physical card located in the pew rack in front of you. If you fill out 
a physical card, please place it in the alms basin during the offertory or hand it to an usher or 

to a member of the clergy as you leave today. Thank you! 
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Holy Eucharist with Baptism 
This service bulletin is designed for use with the red or black Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and the blue 

Hymnal 1982, both of which are located in the pew rack in front of you.  

Voluntary: Floating Clouds                                               Tan Dun 
Chinese composer Tan Dun is well-known for his film scores, but he also wrote smaller instrumental 
pieces. This piece comes from a larger work, “Memories in Watercolor,” written when he was a student 
in Beijing. Perhaps others will also think of the pastures that shepherds take their sheep to and looking 
up at the clouds floating by.  

Processional Hymn: Hymnal 182, Christ is alive! Let Christians sing!                          Truro 

Opening Acclamation                                                Book of Common Prayer (BCP), p. 299 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen.  
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People There is one hope in God's call to us;  
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all.    

The Collect of the Day                                                                                                              BCP, p. 300 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we 
may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Children’s Chapel and Godly Play 
Children ages 4 to 5th grade are invited to depart for Children’s Chapel and Godly Play, returning for the baptism.  

The First Lesson                                                                                                                  Acts 2:42-47 

Lector             A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.    

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All 
who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods 
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God 
and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved. 

Lector          The Word of the Lord.  
People         Thanks be to God. 
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The Response                                                                                                                                Psalm 23 
Dominus regit me 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

The Second Lesson                                                                                                            1 Peter 2:19-25 

Lector  A reading from the first letter of Peter.   
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when 
you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for 
it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free 
from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going 
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

Lector          The Word of the Lord.  
People         Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence Hymn: Hymnal 632, O Christ, the Word Incarnate                       Munich  

The Gospel                                                                                                                             John 10:1-10 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in 
by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 
will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

Gospeler     The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                     The Reverend Mawethu Ncaca 

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidate                                                       BCP, p. 301 
The Baptismal Candidate is 

June Anna Linnell 
Child of Laura and Stephen Linnell 

Celebrant  The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
(God)Parents I present June Anna Linnell to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

The Celebrant addressing June’s parents & godparents  

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up 
in the Christian faith and life? 

(God)Parents I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full 

stature of Christ? 
(God)Parents I will, with God's help. 

      The Celebrant addressing June’s parents and godparents 

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 
against God? 

Answer I renounce them. 
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Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy 
the creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 

The Celebrant addressing the congregation 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support June in 
her life in Christ? 

People We will. 
Celebrant Let us join with June who is committing herself to Christ and renew our 

own baptismal covenant. 
The Baptismal Covenant                                                                                                         BCP, p. 304 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the  
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help.  
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidate                                                                                                     BCP, p. 305  
Let us now pray for June who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
Intercessor Deliver June, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor Open her heart to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Intercessor Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Intercessor Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Intercessor Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Intercessor Send her into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Intercessor Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your 

Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again 
in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving over the Water                                                                                                 BCP, p. 306 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning 
of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land 
of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit 
as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of 
sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By 
it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 
obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism                                                                                                                               BCP, p. 307 
Celebrant  June, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.  
People Amen. 
Celebrant June, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s 

own for ever. 
People Amen. 

June receives the Light of Christ. 

June receives a First Bible from 
The Church of the Good Shepherd Family Ministries and a 

First Book of Prayers from Daughters of the King. 
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Celebrant Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her 
to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit 
to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 
Amen. 

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ 

crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 
priesthood. 

The Peace                                                                                                                                   BCP, p. 360  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements  

Commissioning of Pastoral Care Ministers 

Stephanie Bias 
Sarah Boney                                                                                                                                                                                  
Karen Boyne 
Nan Boyne 
Van and Gigi Giersch 
William Hendrickson 
Br. Paul Henry, OSF 
Dar Jennings 

Lisa Jennings 
Vive Kershaw 
Bob Kochersberger 
Wendy Lapish 
Susan Lewellen 
Julie Lowe 
Judi Mathis 
Kristin Oliver 

Diane Pergerson  
Molly Propst 
Randy Roberts 
Marguerite Sullivan 
Kathy Whittaker 
Lynn Wiss 

New Member Liturgy 

Today, on Good Shepherd Sunday, we offer thanksgiving for our beloved siblings in Christ, listed 
below, who have joined The Church of the Good Shepherd during the past year:  

Cassie and Matthew Brethen 
Michael Burkhart 
Winifred Dillon 
Susan Doty 
Frank and Peggy Fee 
Megan Fee, George Hill, and Mayse Hill 
Jill Hamilton 
William Hendrickson 

Linda and Gary Keeter 
Dennis McKinnie 
Jon and Sarah Sheldon 
Shepherd and Ann Smith 
Fig Rosenberger 
Debbie and Holland West 
Brittney and Wyatt Wille and  
   Fiona Peach Wille 
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Celebrant Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise for these your servants who 
seek to grow in love of you and to serve others in your name. We thank you 
for calling them to The Church of the Good Shepherd, and for all the ways 
that their prayers and presence enrich our community and proclaim your 
Resurrection in the world. 

Addressing the new members 

Do you desire to continue your journey into Christ as a member of The 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Raleigh, North Carolina? 

New Members I do.  
Celebrant  Will you prayerfully engage in the life and mission of this community, praying 

and working with us in shared ministry? 
New Members I will.  
Celebrant  Will you participate with us regularly in the worship of God, in the financial 

support of our ministries, and the offering of your talents for the building up 
of God’s Kingdom on earth? 

New Members I will.  
Addressing the congregation 

Celebrant  Will you who witness these promises, embrace and encourage your siblings 
in Christ as together we become one flock, led by one shepherd? 

People  We will. 
Celebrant  Gracious God, bless this parish and those whom we serve. Help us welcome 

all people into your fold that they might know the truth of your love and seek 
to do only your will. Amen 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem: The King of Love my Shepherd is             Edward C. Bairstow 
Chancel Choir 

The King of love my Shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever. 

Where streams of living waters flow my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow with food celestial feedeth. 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spreadest a table in my sight; thy unction grace bestoweth: 
And O what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth. 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, 

And gently on his shoulder laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever. 
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Presentation Hymn: Doxology with Alleluias                                                          Lasst uns erfreuen                                                              

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise him above ye heav’nly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B                                                            BCP, p. 367 

 

 

 

 
 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus: Hymnal S128, Holy, Holy, Holy                                                             

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues on p. 368 in the Book of Common Prayer 
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Celebrant … Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
All       We remember his death,  
 We proclaim his resurrection,  
 We await his coming in glory; 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues on p. 369 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP, p. 364 

The Breaking of the Bread  BCP, p. 364  

Fraction Anthem: Hymnal S 154, Christ our Passover  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Invitation and Communion                                                                                                     BCP, p. 364 
All are welcome to Holy Communion at God's table. 

The ushers will direct you to the altar rail. Kneeling is optional. If you would prefer to  
receive communion at your seat, please tell an usher. 

• To receive a gluten-free host, simply ask the deacon or priest. 
• To receive the wine, feel free to sip from the chalice when it is offered to you or  

to intinct the host, carefully dipping your host into the wine. 
• To receive a blessing, simply place your hands across your chest. 

Communion Hymn: Hymnal 645, The King of love my shepherd is              St. Columba 

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and 
blood. 

People  Because we who are many are one body in Christ. We share one bread, one cup. 
Amen. 

  



12 

 

 

The Post Communion Prayer                                                                                                 BCP, p. 366 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do 
the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.  

The Blessing 

Celebrant The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing 
in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

People Amen. 

Recessional Hymn: Hymnal 435, At the Name of Jesus             King’s Weston 

The Dismissal                                                                                                                             BCP, p. 366 
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Voluntary: Postlude on Truro                                 Michael Bedford 
See Hymnal 182 

Please join us immediately following this service for Fellowship Time with snacks and beverages!  
 

Today’s Fellowship Hosts are members of the Books and Bagels Book Group.  
The group meets every Thursday morning, 8:30-9:30, at  
Chaticleer Café & Bakery, 6490 Tryon Road, Cary 27518.  

Contact: Jean Knepley (jeanknepley101@gmail.com or 586.216.2369) 
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Today’s Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by  

Marsha and Tony Sample in loving memory of John and Martha McLaughlin  
and by Bit Hardy in loving memory of Annie Ruffin Webb and Betsy Caviness Levings. 

The Church of the Good Shepherd Prayer List 
Catherine and Bob Williams; JoAnn Kistler; Roy Wright; Janet Gilliam; Ralph Sanders;  

Pete Taylor; Martha Bailey; Janie Ward-Newton; William Short; Brinley Harris; Don Caudill; 
Jerry Smith; Margaret Park; The Rev. Sallie Simpson; Patricia Harris; Susie Rahal;  

Larry Phearse and Family; Mike Newton-Ward; Rock Kershaw; Anne and Pete Crum;  
Dave Bowman; Elise Abernathy; NY Mike Smith; Tamara Gregory; Michael Blake; Holly Rogers; 

Patti Head; Nancy and Gregory Clemmons; Bob Kochersberger and Family;  
Susan and Jane Jackson and Family; The Fyfe and Simon Families; The Pursley Family;  
The Cooke Family; the people of the Middle East; the people of Ukraine and Russia;  

victims of gun violence; and those affected by drought, heat, floods, storms, and fires. 

And we pray for those who mourn, including the family and friends of  
The Rev. Janet Watrous, Mary Best, A.B. Swindell, Peggy Hawks, Charles Latimer,  

Nolan Simon, Karen Pursley, and Deborah Cooke.  

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for  
Church of the Holy Innocents, Henderson, and St. John’s, Henderson. 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). 

Give to The Church of the Good Shepherd Online  
 

 
Announcements for Sunday, April 26th 

Serving Today 
Ushers Cheryl Cozzi and Drew Elliot 
Verger Evan Meade 

Acolytes Libby Boyne, Isabel Elliot, and Alison Elliot 
Lectors Gregg and Jean Knepley 

Intercessor & Chalicist Molly Propst 
Altar Guild Jan Harris, Jill Sessoms, Christie Barbee, Stephanie Bias,  

Anne Doster, Peter Miller, Phyllis Vail, and Carolyn Wilson  
Livestream & Sound  Michael Burkhart and Sam DeShong 
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Today 
In addition to today’s services of Holy 
Eucharist at 8 and 10:15 AM 

8:30 AM - 12 Noon 
Nursery Care Available (infant-5 yo) 

9 AM 
• Kids Sunday School (5 yo-5th grade) 
• Adult Formation 
• Philadelphia Eleven Film Series with 

Rev. Justin in Room 323. 
• Adult Bible Study with Debbie Moyer 

in Room 303.  
11:30 AM 
Fellowship Time with snacks and beverages 
hosted by  Books and Bagels Book Group. 

4 PM 
Evensong  

5:30-7:30 PM 
EYC 

 

Music Celebration Series 
Please join us as we celebrate The Church 
of the Good Shepherd's Music Ministry! As we approach the end of the program year, this is a great time to 
say thank you to everyone in Music Ministry and acknowledge their hard work this year.  
• Sunday, April 26 - Evensong at 4:00 PM, led by the choirs of Good Shepherd and St. Michael's. 
• Sunday, May 3 - Handbell Choir plays opening and closing voluntaries at the 10:15 service. 
• Sunday, May 10 - Chancel Choir and Good Shepherd Choir sing at the 10:15 service; choristers recognized; 

the plate offering (i.e., undesignated or “loose” offering) will go to the Music Fund. 

Don’t Miss the Pig Pickin’ 
Saturday, May 2, 4-7 PM, at Tara Farm (715 Newton Rd, Raleigh 27615) 
This family-friendly BBQ and picnic is one of our parish's signature fellowship events of the year and features 
great food and lots of fun for all ages! 
This year's Pig Pickin' will include organized kids' activities, field games, and a bounce house. Young people will 
also enjoy exploring the expansive grounds at Tara Farm. All those who play string instruments are strongly 
encouraged to bring them along and join a pickin' circle. 
The Pig Pickin' will once again be held at Tara Farm, a majestic horse farm owned by the Pugh Family, our 
gracious hosts. Tara Farm is located at 715 Newton Road, Raleigh 27615.  
Please help us plan by registering! If you are planning to attend the 2026 Pig Pickin', please click on the link 
below to register. On the registration page, you can also sign up to contribute to the potluck and/or volunteer 
to help with set-up, clean-up, and kids’ games. Contact: Rev. Justin (justin.gabbard@cgs-raleigh.org) 
 
 

This Week’s Calendar 
Date Event 
Monday, Apr 27 • 9 AM Morning Prayer 

• 6 PM Vestry Meeting in Room 303 
Tuesday, Apr 28 • 9 AM Morning Prayer 

• 8 AM-5 PM Outside Event in Shepherd’s Hall 
• 10:30 AM Bible Study with Rev. Imogen in the Ennis 

Suite 
• 4:30 PM Jr Choristers’ Rehearsal 
• 5:30 PM Bible Study at Van & Gigi Giersch’s home  

(6433 Chapman Court, Raleigh 27612) 
Wednesday, Apr 29 • 9 AM  

o Morning Prayer 
o Kaffeeklatsch Fellowship Group at  

Café Carolina & Bakery in the Village District 
• 12 Noon Holy Eucharist  
• 6 PM Handbells Rehearsal 
• 7 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, Apr 30 • 8:30 AM Books & Bagels Book Group at  
Chanticleer Café & Bakery (6490 Tryon Road, Cary 
27518) 

• 9 AM Morning Prayer 
Friday, May 1 No scheduled events 

Saturday, May 2 • 4-7 PM Pig Pickin’ at Tara Farm (715 Newton Road, 
Raleigh 27615) 

• 5-11 PM Outside Event in Shepherd’s Hall 
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Diocesan History Day 2026 
Saturday, May 2,  10 AM-4 PM 
Historic St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Halifax NC 

This year marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. But North Carolinians have two other 
landmark events to observe. On April 12, 1776, three months before the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, the Provincial Congress met in Halifax and adopted the “Halifax Resolves,” making North Carolina 
the first colonial government to call for total independence from England. Later that same year, the Provincial 
Congress met again in Halifax and adopted the state’s first constitution. Among other provisions, that 
constitution did away with Anglican establishment. Halifax, then, is the perfect setting for a History Day devoted 
to looking at the established church in Colonial North Carolina and the subsequent impact of disestablishment. 
Space is limited and registration is required. The deadline for registration is Monday, April 27. To register, 
please visit the parish newsletter or the diocesan website at episdionc.org/event/history-day-2026  Contact: 
Lynn Hoke, Diocesan Archivist (Lynn.Hoke@episdionc.org OR 919.602.4305) 
 
2026 Summer Mission Trip -- Registration Is Open 
July 19-25, 2026 
This year’s Summer Mission Trip will take place the week of July 19-25, 2026. While this trip is being organized 
by the Episcopal Youth Community, both adults and teenagers (over the age of eleven) are invited to join the 
CGS work crew.  
This year, we have decided to partner with the Appalachia Service Project (ASP). Since their founding in 1969, 
ASP has dedicated itself to "eradicating substandard housing in Central Appalachia and providing 
transformational service experiences for volunteers."  
While the Good Shepherd crew has not yet received its site assignment, we have requested to be placed in 
western North Carolina where we can continue to assist communities affected by Hurricane Helene. Once we 
have been assigned to a job site, we will have more information about the work and the accommodations, both 
of which vary from site to site 
Our Good Shepherd work team will travel together to our host site on Sunday, July 19, work Monday through 
Friday, and return to Raleigh on Saturday, July 25.  
Registration is open. To register, please visit the parish newsletter or the parish website. Contact: Rev. Justin 
(justin.gabbard@cgs-raleigh.org) 
 

Don’t Forget!  
Vacation Bible School Registration Is Open! 
VBS 2026 for children pre-K through 5th grade will take place June 15-18, 9 AM-12 Noon. To register your 
child(ren) please visit the parish website or the parish newsletter. Registration deadline is Tuesday, May 26th!
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THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

All Are Welcome Here 
We are a welcoming, inclusive and affirming parish in the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. 
We seek to meet and serve Christ in all people and to glorify God in our words and our actions.

THE RT. REVEREND SAMUEL RODMAN THE RT. REVEREND JENNIFER BROOKE-DAVIDSON 
BISHOP DIOCESAN OF NORTH CAROLINA ASSISTANT BISHOP OF NORTH CAROLINA 

THE REVEREND IMOGEN RHODENHISER 
RECTOR 

THE REVEREND JUSTIN GABBARD 
ASSOCIATE RECTOR 

THE REVEREND HERSHEY MALLETTE STEPHENS 
PRIEST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Vestry 

Dan Harris 
Senior Warden 

James Deal 
Junior Warden 

James Joslin 
Treasurer 

 

Carolyn Manley 
Registrar  

Class of 2027 Class of 2028 Class of 2029 
James Deal Drew Elliott Katie Chimenti 
Dan Harris Jason Hingerton Anne Doster 

Leslie Gilbert Harry Johnson James Joslin 
Kay Stallings Susan Lewellen Tara Sumanaseni 

Parish Staff 

David Baggett 
Parish Administrator 

Sean Dye 
Communications Specialist 

Stephen McCann 
Facilities Coordinator 

Laura Dearth 
Bookkeeper 

Maria Gartner 
Nursery 

Valence Mukubu 
Facilities Assistant 

Logan Dreifuss 
Facilities Assistant 

Kirsten Homdrom, DMA 
Director of Music & Organist 

Sthepanie Sierra Medina 
Children’s Sunday School  

Lisett Marquez Borges 
Nursery 
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