
THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 23, 2025 AT 10:15 AM 

All Are Welcome Here 

We are a welcoming, inclusive and affirming parish in the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina.  
We seek to meet and serve Christ in all people and to glorify God in our words and our actions. 

THE RT. REV. SAMUEL RODMAN THE RT. REV. JENNIFER BROOKE-DAVIDSON 
BISHOP DIOCESAN OF NORTH CAROLINA ASSISTANT BISHOP OF NORTH CAROLINA 

THE REV. IMOGEN RHODENHISER, RECTOR THE REV. NANCY ALLISON, PRIEST-IN-RESIDENCE 
THE REV. JUSTIN GABBARD, ASSOCIATE RECTOR THE REV. HERSHEY MALLETTE STEPHENS, PRIEST-IN-RESIDENCE 

THE REV. SALLIE SIMPSON, DEACON-IN RESIDENCE 

Are You Visiting Today? 
Know that you are most welcome, and we pray that you will return to worship with us again 

soon! Please do us the honor of filling out a Welcome Card, either by scanning the QR code to the 
right OR by filling out a physical card located in the pew rack and then placing it in the alms basin 

during the offertory or handing it to an usher or to a member of the clergy as you leave today. 
Thank you! 

 

Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

This service bulletin is designed for use with the red or black Book of Common Prayer (BCP)  
and the blue Hymnal 1982, both of which are located in the pew rack in front of you.  

Voluntary 

The Prayer before Worship                                                                                                    BCP, p. 833 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and of supplication: Deliver us, 
when we draw near to you, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Processional Hymn: Eternal Lord of love, behold your Church                                       Hymnal 149 

The Salutation                                                                        Book of Common Prayer (BCP), p. 355  

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures for ever.  
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The Collect for Purity                                                                                                               BCP, p. 355 

Lord have mercy upon us: Kyrie                                                                                          Hymnal S 91 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly 
in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Collect of the Kids & Invitation to Children's Chapel & Godly Play 

Children ages 4 to 5th grade are invited to listen for a brief introduction to the day’s liturgy or lessons. They then 
depart for Godly Play, returning for the Eucharist.  

The First Lesson                                                                                                                    Exodus 3:1-15 

Lector              A reading from the Book of Exodus.  

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 
Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 
When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver 
them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the 
Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 
Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors has 
sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I 
am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I am has sent me to you.'” God also 
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said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you': 

This is my name forever, 

and this my title for all generations.” 

Lector         The Word of the Lord.  
People      Thanks be to God. 

The Response                                                                                                                         Psalm 63:1-8 

 Deus, Deus meus 

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * 
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * 
that I might behold your power and your glory. 

3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * 
my lips shall give you praise. 
4 So will I bless you as long as I live * 
and lift up my hands in your Name. 

5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
6 When I remember you upon my bed, * 
and meditate on you in the night watches. 

7 For you have been my helper, * 
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
8 My soul clings to you; * 
your right hand holds me fast. 

The Second Lesson                                                                                        1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Lector A reading from Saint Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate 
the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock 
that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, 
and they were struck down in the wilderness. 

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not 
become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and they 
rose up to play." We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three 
thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on 
whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you 
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be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may 
be able to endure it. 

Lector           The Word of the Lord.  
People           Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn: Creator of the earth and skies                                                               Hymnal 148 

The Gospel                                                                                                                     Luke 13:1-9 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered 
in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you 
will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them--
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did." 

Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit 
on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come looking for 
fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' He replied, 
'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, 
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'" 

Gospeler    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon   The Rev. Miriam Saxon 

The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                      BCP, p. 358 

The Prayers of the People, Form II                                                                                               BCP, p. 385 

In the course of silence after each bidding, the People may offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.  

Intercessor I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; 
for Sam and Jennifer, our bishops; for Imogen, Justin, Nancy, Hershey, and Miriam, our 
clergy; for St. Stephen’s, Erwin, and Trinity, Fuquay-Varina; for Iglesia Anglicana de la 
Region Central de America; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for 
the Church. 

Silence 

Intercessor I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people. Pray for justice and peace. 

  Silence 
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Intercessor I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer list, and those 
we name now silently or aloud.  

  Silence 

Intercessor I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may 
  find and be found by him. 

  Silence 

Intercessor I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 

  Silence 

Intercessor I invite any other prayers or thanksgivings either silently or aloud.  

Members of the congregation may offer prayers or thanksgivings. 

  Silence   

Intercessor:  Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we 
  may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

  Silence 

The Confession and Absolution                                                                                             BCP, p. 360 

The Peace                                                                                                                                   BCP, p. 360  

Welcome and Announcements  

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem: Beautiful Savior                                                                              arr. Rob Roy Peery 

The anthem is offered in memory of Shirley Sullivan’s niece, Chelsea Cook.  

Beautiful Savior, King of Creation! Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I'd love Thee; Truly I'd serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. Fair are the meadows, Fairer the woodlands, Robed in flowers of 
blooming spring; Jesus is fairer; Jesus is purer; He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing. Beautiful Savior, Lord 
of the nations! Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be 
Thine! 

Presentation Hymn: The glory of these forty days (verse 5)                                           Hymnal 143 

O Father, Son, and Spirit blest, to thee be every prayer addressed, 
who art in threefold Name adored, from age to age, the only Lord. 
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The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A BCP, p. 361 

 

 

 

Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy                                                              Hymnal S 130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues on p. 362 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP, p. 364 

The Breaking of the Bread  BCP, p. 364  

The Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God                                                                                  Hymnal S 161 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
 grant us peace. 
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Invitation and Communion  

All are invited to come forward during the sharing of Holy Communion. 
Where can I go to receive bread and wine by drinking from the common cup? Please come to the left side 

(lectern side) of the altar rail; return to your seat via the stairs in the sacristy. 
Where can I go to receive bread and wine by intinction (having a minister dip the host in wine and place it in 
your hand)? Please come to the right side (pulpit side) of the altar rail; return to your seat via the stairs by the 
baptismal font. 
Where can I go to receive only the bread? Please come to either location and tell the server “only bread.” 
Where can I go to receive gluten-free bread? Please come to either location and ask for gluten free. 
Where can I go to receive a blessing? Please come to either location and cross your arms over your chest. 
How can I ask for communion to be brought to me? Please ask an usher to receive by intinction in your seat. 

Communion Hymn: Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen                                                Hymnal 314 

Communion Anthem: Wondrous Love                                                                        Southern Harmony 

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that 
 those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and 
 blood. 
 People  Because we who are many are one body in Christ. We share one bread, one cup. 
 Amen. 

The Post Communion Prayer                                                   Common Prayer, The Church of England 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People God of all,  
 we give you thanks and praise,  
 that when we were still far off  
 you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
 Dying and living, he declared your love,  
 gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
 May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;  
 we who drink his cup bring life to others;  
 we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
 Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
 so we and all your children shall be free,  
 and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
 through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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The Prayer after Worship and The Blessing                                                                        BCP, p. 834 

Celebrant  Grant, we beseech you, Almighty God, that the words which we have heard this day 
 with our outward ears, may, through your grace, be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, 
 that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to the honor and praise 
 of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                                

Closing Hymn: Praise to the living God!                                                                              Hymnal 372 

The Dismissal 

Voluntary 

Please join us for Fellowship Time immediately following this worship service. 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by  

Margaret and Ashley Davis in loving memory of our parents.  

Serving Today 
Ushers Frank Fee and Kay Stallings 
Verger Caryl Fuller 

Acolytes Ali Cherry, Anders Fyfe, Callin Fee, Ryan Fee, and Ella Grayce Cherry 
Lectors Grace Sved and Harry Johnson 

Intercessor & Chalicist Brother Paul Henry, OSF 
Livestream and Sound Jacob Ferguson and Sam DeShong 

Flower Guild Amanda Penny 

The Church of the Good Shepherd Prayer List 
Roy Wright; Catherine and Bob Williams; Janet Gilliam; Ralph Sanders;  

Pete Taylor; Martha Bailey; Peggy Hawks; Darrell Dennis; Janie Ward-Newton;  
William Short; Paul Hoch; Brinley Harris; Don Caudill; Jane Mayhew; Janet Watrous;  
Jerry Smith; Branch Alexander; Kathy Acton; Alan Lewis; Justin C.; Bob Kirchgessner;  

Josephine Placa; Katie Beaudoin; Caitlin Carter-Corker; Lisa Kmonicek-Simpson;  
Lynda Terrell-Rea; Susie Rahal; Josephine Currin; The Fuller and Longerbeam Families;  

the people of Israel, Palestine, and Lebanon; the people of Ukraine and Russia;  
victims of gun violence; and those affected by drought, heat, floods, storms, and fires. 

In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Stephen’s, Erwin, and Trinity, Fuquay-Varina.  

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America. 

Give to The Church of the Good Shepherd Online  
Use the QR code to the right to give online. 

Open your phone's camera, point the camera at the square, and tap the screen.  


