
Good afternoon Mr. Chair and members of the committee, 
 
My name is Aislinn McCarthy-Sinclair and I am here on behalf of the Missouri Alliance 
for Animal Legislation. 
 
A couple of weeks ago I had the privilege of hearing a brave survivor of domestic 
violence speak in the House Committee on Crime Prevention. She and her children 
have a harrowing story. A piece of that story was that the family dog would be used as a 
punishment for their “disobedience,” and did not survive. 
 
While incredibly tragic, it is far from exceptional. There is a well-documented link 
between violence against humans and violence against animals. The National Sheriff’s 
Association has shared some alarming statistics. They tell us that 71% of pet owners 
entering domestic violence shelters report that their batterer had threatened, injured, or 
killed family pets. 87% of incidents of pet abuse by the batterer are committed in the 
presence of their partners for the purpose of revenge and control. 76% of pet abuse 
incidents by the batterer occur in the presence of children. Animal abuse is a tool of 
domestic violence – threats of or actual harm to a pet is a method of control and a form 
of emotional violence; a way of saying, “this could happen to you” or “next time, it will be 
you.” Animals become pawns in the environment of family violence. 
 
The ability to put pets on orders of protection is critical for the psychological health of 
children, survival of the family, and of course the well-being of the pets. Research from 
Virginia Commonwealth University sought to better understand the effects of witnessing 
animal abuse on children’s psychological health in a context where they already witness 
intimate partner violence. It was found that children in the group with the most problems, 
Severe Maladjustment, were much more likely to have experienced animal cruelty in the 
home. Not surprisingly, staff at domestic violence shelters have also found that children 
may experience additional trauma when separated from- and are justifiably concerned 
about the safety of- beloved pets (Flynn, 2000). I have spent most of my career working 
with and on behalf of children in the foster care system. I could tell you horror stories of 
what they witnessed happen to family pets. What I cannot describe to you is the trauma 
that this caused them. No child should have to live in fear of their pet being tortured by 
an abuser. 
 
The ability to put pets on protective orders is also critical for the survival of the family. 
Studies show that up to 40% of women will stay in an abusive relationship because they 
can’t take their pet. This bill would allow possession of pets to be awarded to the 
petitioner after the Court has issued an order of protection. Having that possession and 
being able to leave with a pet could mean the difference between someone becoming a 
survivor or becoming a statistic. Specifically listing pets on orders of protections is a 
critical tool for courts because too often the abuser will take the chance to enter a back 
yard or in some instances the home, to strike revenge against their victim for obtaining 
the OP by harming their pet.  
 



Victims of abuse have valid reasons to be fearful that if they leave without their pets, 
grave harm will befall their beloved animals. In one study of survivors, 48% of 
respondents reported that animal abuse had occurred “often” during the past 12 months 
and another 30% reported the abuse occurred “almost always.” The types of animal 
abuse reported included punching, hitting, choking, drowning, shooting, stabbing, and 
throwing the animal against a wall or down the stairs.  
 
28 states have adopted laws allowing for pet protection orders, including our neighbors 
in Iowa, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Tennessee. Now it’s our turn. Thank you for hearing 
my testimony.  
 


