
 
 
MPP LAURIE SCOTT HOSTED VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLE WITH SMALL BUSINESS 

MINISTER SARKARIA 
 

Jennifer Locke from Haliburton Highlands Chamber of Commerce shared concerns 
about broadband  

 
It’s a sign of the times.   
 
Two months ago local Chambers of Commerce and other small businesses would have 
met in a local coffee shop, restaurant, boutique or another store to share ideas and 
concerns on what the province could do to help local business. 
 
Instead, the world has had to get creative. 
 
And that’s what local MPP Laurie Scott did last Thursday. 
 
She got creative by organizing a Virtual Roundtable on Small Business with Ontario’s 
Associate Minister for Small Business & Red Tape Reduction inviting members of local 
Chambers of Commerce to ask questions, express their ideas and concerns as Ontario 
continues to be gripped with the COVID-19 global pandemic. 
 
“It’s tough out there due to COVID, but I appreciated the opportunity to hear from local 
Chamber members,” said Minister Sarkaria, who normally would have drove to 
Haliburton – Kawartha Lakes – Brock to meet with Chamber members. 
 
Instead, he joined the Virtual Roundtable from his home in Brampton. (Minister 
Sarkaria, is the MPP for Brampton South) 
 
“I wanted to be able to hear the concerns, know what the Haliburton Chamber, the all 
the other Chambers and small businesses are saying and share with them what Ontario 
is doing to help them during this unprecedented time.” 
 
Jennifer Locke from the Haliburton Chamber expressed her concerns and frustrations 
on how internet connectivity continues to play a limiting role in the Haliburton County 
business community.   

Ms. Locke said she “knows of parents driving their children to Community Centres for 
WiFi as they don’t have it at home.”   

She also shared that it has taken too long to get “Up to Speed”, Ontario’s broadband 
policy up and running. 



But, MPP Scott too shared her frustration and knows first hand what it is like not to have 
high speed internet.  And that she has been fighting for high speed internet in Haliburton 
County for decades, but that there was some good news on the broadband front. 

MPP Scott, who is also Ontario’s Minister of Infrastructure explained that Eastern 
Ontario’s Regional Network’s (EORN), Request for Proposals (RFPs) were issued on 
Monday.   

This will tackle cellular dead zones across Eastern Ontario over the next few years.  

Minister Sarkaria also praised Minister Scott for her constant advocacy for Broadband.  

“Every Cabinet meeting, Treasury Board meeting, Committee meeting, this is always at 
the forefront,” he explained.  “Haliburton – Kawartha Lakes – Brock should rest easy 
knowing they have such a strong, devoted member representing them.”  

Broadband is Federally regulated, telecommunications and other service providers 
deliver internet services, Ontario is only a funding partner, along with the Federal 
government and the Eastern Ontario Wardens Caucus (EOWC). 

Ontario’s School Boards have also distributed lap tops to families containing school 
based supports for students.  Trillium Lakelands District School Board has distributed 
over 6, 000 devices to families within the Board.  Parents can ask for a device by 
contacting Trillium Lakelands. 

The Virtual Roundtable was a chance for two members to listen. 
 
"I was touched and humbled that the Ministers both took the time to have a call with our 
local chambers,” said Ms. Locke.  “It was very apparent that both were very concerned 
with the wellbeing of our community, and I appreciated the opportunity to express some 
of my members' experiences at this time." 

 “Both Minister Sarkaria and I wanted to let Jennifer and others know, that their 
government is in their corner, supporting them every step of the way,” expressed MPP 
Scott.   
 
“The virtual round table was a very good opportunity to hear from Jennifer, and other 
Chambers about what is needed and how we can take their concerns back to the 
government. We thank her and everyone else for that, it’s important.” 
 


