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Together for Joy
It’s funny the things you
remember and the things
you forget. In these last
weeks of awaiting Baby
Boy Webb #2, there are so many things I am forgetting, I call it
baby brain. But, as I sat down to write this newsletter article, my
last one before my parental leave, and contemplated the word joy
as connected to our focus on Together in Joy, I remembered in
almost complete fullness a paper I wrote for college Greek almost
20 years ago. The paper was on the Greek word in the New
Testament for grace: charis. In the paper we were to look at the
roots of the word and its connections to other passages. Did you
know the Greek word for joy is chara, and charis comes from that root? As in grace is God’s joy for
us. And did you know in Greek the word for gifts is charismata? That means that the gifts that we
have to offer are the grace-filled gifts of joy that God has given us that we give to the world together
in joy. I absolutely love all of those connections!
As we continue in this Stewardship season, focusing on our gifts and how we steward them well,
offering them back to God and to the ministry that shares God’s love and joy with the world, it is
important to remember that at their root joy, grace and gifts all connect. As I prepare for the addition
of Baby Boy Webb #2 to our family, it is also helpful to remember that awaiting that joyous occasion
comes with honoring God’s grace among us, and the many gifts of the many people that make it
possible for Deacon David and I to welcome the gift of this new baby into the world. Here are some
details that are helpful for you to know as we prepare for this birth.
How will St. Mark continue to be together for joy in this time?
I’m so thankful for the many gifts of all the people of St. Mark. Each of your gifts help make this
ministry possible. As I go on leave starting November 8 through January 13, your gifts will keep helping
to make this ministry possible.
Vicar Christina and Pastor Carl will put their pastoral care gifts to use in accompanying you in
whatever pastoral care needs may come, be they prayers in times of illness, comfort in times of grief,
celebrations in times of joy. They will also lead us in worship, with appearances by Deacon David
(thank you pre-recorded worship). Worship will continue to be held in person in the sanctuary on
the last Sunday of the month (November 29, December 27) with prerecorded worship happening the
other Sundays of the month. There are so many people who put their gifts to use in making this
possible: Vicar Christina, Pastor Carl, Tim Spelbring, Jeanne Kueter, Linda Olson, Jill Galyon, Sara
Roediger, Les Ashton, Sharon Blazek, Sue Supergan, Pete DeGeorge… and so many more. Liturgy
means the work of the people, and it is indeed the work of so many people.
The Council under the leadership of President Jill Permanian will continue to steward the ministry of
the church so that we can be connected to one another in joy and also bring joy and God’s love out
to the world. If you have questions on ministry and decisions, please contact a council member (see
the back page of the Crossbeams for all of their names).
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How will we get to be together for joy about the birth of Baby Webb #2?
Baby Webb is due November 22, but my doctors tell me it will be more like November 15, or earlier.
Thus, I will start leave on November 8, and be away until January 13 (using 6 weeks leave, 2 weeks
vacation/continuing ed, and 1.5 weeks unpaid). Deacon David will
start his leave depending on the birth and return 10 weeks later
(using 6 weeks of leave and 2 vacation weeks and 2 continuing
education weeks). We will share the joy of this little one through
pictures in his first months of life. These pictures will come your
way through the office in weekly email newsletters, letters to those
without internet, and our monthly Crossbeams. We can’t wait to
introduce you to Baby Webb after our leave and to baptize him
when that becomes possible in the most celebratory way in the midst of this time. While we adjust to
being a family of four, especially in this time of COVID and all the concerns of a new life in the midst of
a pandemic, we request that you refrain from stopping by the house or calling. We would be delighted
to be together with you by cards sent to us if you would like to express your joy and know that God
connects us in joy even from a distance (this is of course a great learning we’ve all had in this time of
pandemic) especially as we pray for one another. Please keep the Webb family in your prayers as we
adjust to having a newborn!
In closing, I want to say what a joy it is to welcome this new baby into a community that I know loves
children so well. It has been a delight to share Thomas’s first years of life with you all and I look
forward to these next years as we connect our family of four to this vast, joyful, gifted family of God.
Thank you for being you, for your gifts, for the grace you give us, for the grace of God we all live in,
and the ways we will ever continue to be Together for Joy.
In Christ, Pastor Christie

Thoughts from the Loft
As we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday, how can our music be an
expression of thanksgiving? Certainly the hymns we hear and sing
each week reflect the abundant blessings of God. For me, the use
of the organ each week in worship, whether online or in person,
reflects God’s goodness. It is easy in this time of pandemic to become complacent about our
music-making. May our songs be songs of thanksgiving, especially at this time. Whether the song is
loud or soft, may it give glory to God!
Peace! Tim

 How

has your star word inspired thankfulness in
you this year? *

*In January we received star words as part of our Epiphany Celebration.
Each month a new prompt will be included in the newsletter.
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Advent 2020
This is a year like none we have ever experienced ever in our lifetime. The pandemic has challenged
each of us in so many ways and every special event and occasion has been altered, pivoted, and done
differently from the ways we would desire. Grief and sorrow have plagued our normal, to the birth
and gestation of a world not yet ready to be born. In 2020 it should not be surprising if everyone
does stay “home” for Christmas, but I wonder what we have learned from previous experiences this
year that can guide us into new ways of thinking and living out different traditions of the Advent and
Christmas seasons. Like any other time of great loss or change in our lives, it seems appropriate to
approach these holidays in different ways when we make new traditions to help us celebrate and
move forward in this unique season.
I have experienced imagination is the key to the opening of our hearts to wonderment of what
Christ is doing in us and in the world. This Advent will be the time of imagination and ask ourselves,
“How can we see God and imagine God’s love in us and the world during this time and place,” and
“how can our imagination create a positive view of Christ in us and the world.”
I hope we have learned that our God walks with us through every challenge we face. God has never
left us before, why would God leave us now? If there is ever a time to celebrate Emmanuel – God
with us – it is this year, when our need for the presence of God has been more evident than ever
before and the signs of God’s presence in our midst have shown up in amazing ways.
The four weeks of Advent theme “IMAGINE” there will be a sermon series reflecting the imagination, joy and love of Jesus Christ.
Week One: AWAKEN
Week Two: AWAIT
Week Three: ACCLAIM
Week Four: ABUNDANCE
Imagination and wonder has created a beautiful and surprising thing in the way everyone has
cooperated and worked together throughout this year to make new opportunities possible for
gathering in Worship, Drive In worship, Dessert Church - Bible Studies and book studies on systematic racism ministries. These as well as online gatherings have blessed many in our church
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communities and have become the opportunity to spread the gospel beyond the walls of our churches
far and wide. Ushers, COVID response leaders, staff and lay leaders have enlivened the Gospel of
Christ through partnership.
Our capacity for innovation, imagination and creativity have been stretched, strengthened, and
multiplied. Yes, there is a lot of fatigue with all these challenges, changes, and new ways of doing things,
but there is also a whole new set of gifts and ideas for how to be community in Christ with one
another. Christmas Eve will be filled with Joy and partnership with Our Saviors’ Lutheran church in
Arlington Heights, as the choirs prepare digital musical pieces for you.
It makes me confident in God’s love that we have so many possibilities and imaginative hearts that we
will share the Grace of God as we move through the Advent and Christmas seasons and I wonder how
will these important celebrations in the months ahead bring joy to the world and peace on earth. Our
witness of Christ in our lives is important in being made manifest to the world. Perhaps you have already been preparing for alternative digital celebrations too. Alas, we will gather and proclaim the good
news, that Jesus Christ is born to be with us always.
Together in Ministry,
Vicar Christina

Update on Memorial Garden
The St. Mark Memorial Garden continues to be a
temporary victim of Covid-19, but it will survive and
thrive! I have recently communicated with the
Construction superintendent at Winters Landscaping,
the landscaper that we have contracted with to
install the garden. They have had a lot of difficulty this
summer, as they were impacted by the pandemic in the
Spring and have been behind on their projects. He said that Winters still expects to be able to
complete our garden this fall, but of course that depends on the weather. If that does not happen, we
will have it completed in the Spring of 2021. I am hopeful that we will be able to dedicate it during
next summer as part of our 75th anniversary celebration.
A reminder that the columbarium provides a peaceful indoor space for the ashes of loved ones. Ashes
can also be incorporated into the soil of the garden, but urns cannot be interred there. A bronze
memorial plaque on the wall of the church will memorialize the loved one’s presence in the garden.
Once the garden is complete we will have further information on memorial stones and other objects
for the garden. Thanks again to all those who have contributed to this ministry project. We will pray
for patience and favorable weather.
by Carl Anderson for the Committee: Nancy and Gary Snell, Lynn Istwan, Marilyn & Lars Gosell, Keith
Youngquist, Dick and Dianne Quast, and Julie Wenzel
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Submitted by Dave Okon, Secretary on behalf of the St. Mark Church Council
The St. Mark Church Council met on October 18th, here are some key topics of discussion.
The St. Mark 75th anniversary committee met on October 15th. They are currently planning events for
spring and summer 2021 with the goal of a grand celebration on September 12th. More information to
follow as plans progress.
Due to the changing weather, drive in church will be phased out in favor of pre-recorded worship and
the once monthly in person worship in the sanctuary. Sanctuary worship begins on October 25th and
will be held on the last Sunday of each month. You may have already received a letter from Pastor
Christie, Deacon David and the church council addressing some of the particulars. Please look for this
correspondence in the mail and if you did not receive it or still have additional questions, feel free to
reach out to any council member and we will answer questions and address concerns to the best of
our ability.
There were some corrections to the June, July and August financial reports after a review. Expenses
for the month were less than budgeted for but funds continue to be approximately $20,000 below
projected revenue. There is also a shortfall in the benevolence fund.
We hope to complete the application for the Paycheck Protection Plan loan forgiveness by
December, which if approved will revert those funds to grant status.
St. Mark continues the mission of providing meals to approximately fifty PADS guests through
December. Accommodations for guests continue to be at local hotels.
New air purifying equipment was installed in the church’s HVAC system on October 21st. The council
considered many options to ensure the safety of the congregation when worshiping in the sanctuary
and felt this was the most cost effective means.
The Lions Club farmers market will begin on November 14th and be held the second and fourth
Saturdays of the month through May 2021. The vendors will be set up in the assembly room in the
center. Stop by and check out this wonderful event.
Pastor Christie and Deacon David will officially be on family leave beginning November 8 th. Pastor
Carl and Vicar Christina will assume all responsibilities for worship and pastoral care needs during
that time.
Look for additional information on these topics and more in the weekly St. Mark update.
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Do.
Church.
Anywhere.
OnLine Worship
Posted Saturday
Evenings

Worship online with us.Visit our
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
StMarkLutheranIL/ as well as our YouTube
Channel https://tinyurl.com/
stmarkmpyoutube.

Join us November 4, 2020 for the last
Dessert Church for the year. As Pastor
Christie moves into parental leave and Vicar
Christina into caring for the worship and
pastoral care life of St. Mark with greater
responsibility, we pause this group, to
resume again in 2021. See the Enewsletter
for ways to connect.

LWR Quilts
On Thankoffering Sunday on
September 27, our 2020 quilts
were blessed in preparation for
shipment to Lutheran World
Relief. Despite the pandemic
shortened work season, our
dedicated quilters managed to put
together 40 quilts!

Thank you, quilters,
for all your work!!

“Tuesdays at 12”
Continues
All are invited to join
ELCA women across the country
in a time for prayer
for our families, friends, communities, country, and our world.
Anyone can participate
no matter where you are
at 12 noon on Tuesdays.
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As we enter our stewardship campaign, I wanted to provide a review of
church finances through September. As I mentioned in my last update
in July, the ongoing pandemic has reduced our current offerings and
facility use revenues. We have, fortunately, received a Payroll
Protection Plan loan under the CARES Act in the amount of $60,282,
which will help significantly in meeting our operating financial needs.
This loan, which will become a grant upon completion of loan
forgiveness paperwork later this year, is not currently reflected as
revenue in the Income and Expense Summary.
Another area of focus as we enter the stewardship season is our
benevolence giving. Our Benevolence Fund supports the work of the
St. Mark Foundation (who sends those funds plus more out to local,
national and world non-profits) and the Metro Chicago Synod. As part of our budget, we commit 10
percent of our budgeted revenue to these organizations and establish that amount as our
Benevolence Fund budget. To the extent that we do not meet this level of benevolence giving,
the shortfall comes from our general fund, and ultimately from our endowment fund.
Several options are available to facilitate giving during this time of combined online and
occasional in-church worship, including using Bill Pay or Zelle which are offered by many banks,
Simply Giving, or using regular mail. Our website also has a new section for Offerings &
Donations with the PayPal donation link added. Please contact Nancy Hundley at
(815) 261-2570 or nhundley@stmarkmp.org if you would like help setting up any of these giving
methods.
You have been consistently generous over the years in supporting all the great work
accomplished through our benevolence giving and the many community ministries of St Mark.
We hope the works of these ministries are a reminder of the joy of giving, and the blessing of
being able to give. We thank you for all you do with your time and financial support that make
these ministries possible.
Doug Trezise, Treasurer - St. Mark Lutheran Church

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His
Love endures forever.
Psalm 107: 1
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At St. Mark, we value connecting and being part of the Mount Prospect
community. Join with our community by purchasing one of these yard signs
or a window cling. They can be purchased on the village website here: https://
www.mountprospect.org/community/community-engagement-committee
Want to win one? The Community Engagement Committee is collecting real
life examples of how diversity and a connected community, that welcomes
everyone, makes us “Better Together”. Send a picture or a written example
which can be use in a future event to highlight the importance of diversity
and connectedness in Mount Prospect. The first fifty entries will receive a
free yard sign or window cling so don’t delay! See the website above for the
entry form.

Volume 59, Issue 11

Page 11

Page 12

Season of Gratefulness: Together in Joy
By: Deacon David Webb
Right before Thomas was born I read a book called:
“Gratefulness: The Heart of Prayer,” by Brother David
Steindl-Rast. It was such a well thought out book that
was so deeply informed by prayer and at the same time
deeply resonant with the Christian tradition without
using any of the language I’d grown accustomed to
hearing. “Gratefulness” is also not a word I’ve ever really
liked or thought of in regard to the way I live my life.
Adults were always so grouchy about kids being
“ungrateful”, I never really had a positive experience with
the word. It was just always something you had to do
when someone gave you a gift. Brother David’s
gratefulness loosens the experience from our societally
prescriptions for showing thanks. Instead it roots
gratefulness in our experiences of awe, mystery, faith,
love, and hope. Turns out it’s also something you have to
practice to understand. We don’t just magically “feel”
grateful when people give us gifts without learning how to
be grateful and tuned into the gratefulness of the
moment. It takes practice being grateful and taking the
time to celebrate gratefulness. That was all I needed to
hear! I love celebrating for a whole season, so welcome
to the Season of Gratefulness.

Season of Gratefulness 2020: Growing Family
This year I’m so profoundly grateful to be able to take six
weeks of parental leave (and four weeks of personal time)
to be with my family as we welcome Baby Webb #2. It is
part of my contract, but it is so very much a gift from all
of you to us. With Thomas it was one of the most holy
times of my life to grow into a new person and make
space for a new person in our family. It may not seem
like me taking the time is an investment in St. Mark but I
believe it truly is and that I’m taking this time for my
family, but I’m also taking the time for my St. Mark family.
Healthy churches are made up of healthy families and of
healthy leaders, but also the thing about true gratefulness
is that it is reciprocal. You aren’t just given a gift, rather
something happens and your heart becomes full until it
pours out and all you can do is to share that fullness with
the world. I look forward to all the ways I will be able to
share my growing family with my St. Mark family in the
coming years.

Stewardship Season
With stewardship season and next year’s ministry and
giving getting planned, this time of year is full of so many
invitations for gratefulness as we consider how God is
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calling us to join the work of the Spirit in the world.
Thinking back on the previous year and
recounting all the ways we have been gifted and been
able to share gifts is also such a holy experience. I’m so
thankful for Stewardship team’s leadership and
conversation in this time.

Reformation, All Saints, Veteran’s Day
The liturgical calendar and our national calendar have
three great opportunities for us to mark the people in
our lives that have gifted us with so much love.
Reformation Day has lots of story lines that are part of
it, but they all boil down to gratefulness for me. Martin
Luther is a man who made tons of mistakes. He didn’t
want to be celebrated and the reason for the day isn’t
to celebrate things in the past, it is meant to remember
everything that was passed down to us so we can
continue following the Spirit. The same with Veteran’s
Day and All Saint’s Day. We are remembering who
lived and did really important things, made incredible
sacrifices, and let the Spirit form their lives into great
teachings of love, but the heart of all that is the way
those people are still loving us into the future.

Creation
As the leaves change and we seem to have all the
seasons at once it’s hard not to be grateful for
something even if it is for warmer temperatures and
mornings without snow on the ground. Yet there are
those who love snow and blanket weather. I’ve got my
slippers and I’m working on a new quilt and every time
I lose them I’m especially grateful for when I find them.

Thanksgiving and Native American Heritage Month
And of course the Season of Gratefulness runs right
through that day on the national calendar when we
collectively give thanks as a country. Of course
because the “History of Thanksgiving” is not just a
simple quaint story, but one that is complex and is
grounded in the genocide of indigenous people it is also
a time of learning repairing relationships that have been
broken. Native American Heritage Month has been
such a formative time for me—my heart just starts
beating a little more excitedly every year we get close
to November 1.
As you can tell there are innumerable ways to
celebrate this wonderful time of year, make
meaning and deepen our faith. I have collected a few of
them for the WOW! Kids and Families. The ones
specifically for adults are at the end, but try any of
them out!
https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1PPnL4k_zOGuj7WflQroVwEa5OKslanQRKHLAb_IKx0/edit?usp=sharing
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The Illinois Occupational Therapy Association (ILOTA) Award of Merit
recognizes an ILOTA member whose actions have shaped the course of
occupational therapy and thus contributed significantly to its growth and
development of Illinois.
This year’s award recipient, Linda Olson, has been an OT for 30 years and
is recognized for her involvement in professional organizations including
leadership within AOTA’s Mental Health SIS, ILOTA’s Mental Health SIS,
and the Psychiatric Rehab Association. Additionally, Dr. Olson’s involvement
in the development of assessment tools, scholarship and teaching were
recognized. Also noted were her advocacy efforts and focus on decreasing
stigma related to mental illness. Congratulations, Linda!
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Happy
Thanksgiving!

St. Mark partners with Lion’s Club to bring
Winter Farmer’s Market
Starting in November, a Winter Farmer’s Market
will take place in the Center on the second and
fourth Saturdays of the month from 9am12:30pm. The Lion’s Club approached us to see
if it might be possible to partner in this way and
it seemed like a great opportunity to live our
mission- Nourishing God’s People- in a new and
different way. The Lion’s Club has been great to
work with and will ensure that COVID safety
precautions will be diligently followed. If you
have questions about this new endeavor please
connect with Jill Permanian or Janet Adams, our
co-chairs of Outreach.
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On November 29, we will again worship in
the sanctuary. As we prepare for this in
person in the sanctuary worship know that
we are tending closely to restrictions and
suggestions by government and church
entities. This may mean a last minute
change/ limit to how many people can
attend. Watch the eNewsletter for sign-up
information.

Advent begins on Sunday,
November 29.
Contact the Church Office
for your
Advent Devotionals today!
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2020
*All In-Person Activities are cancelled or have moved online until further notice.*
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

All Saint’s Sunday
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

8

9

15

16

24th Sunday
after Pentecost
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

22

23

29

18

6

12

13

7

14
9am Winter
Farmers Market

19

20

21

4:30pm FaithWalk

25

26
THANKSGIVING DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

30

5

4:30pm FaithWalk

5:15pm WOW

24

Saturday

4:30pm FaithWalk
7pm 75th Anniversary
Committee

11
5:15pm WOW

17
7pm Church Council

25th Sunday
after Pentecost
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

1st Sunday of Advent
10am Worship in the
Sanctuary
& Live on Facebook
Later posted On Line
on YouTube

10
7pm Worship & Music

Friday

4
5:15pm WOW
7pm Dessert Church
on Zoom

23rd Sunday
after Pentecost
OnLine Worship on
Facebook or YouTube

Thursday

27
DAY AFTER
THANKSGIVING
OFFICE CLOSED

28
9am Winter
Farmers Market

St. Mark Lutheran Church
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60056-3121
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St. Mark Lutheran Church
847/253-0631
Fax: 847/253-5387
Email: stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org
Website: stmarkmp.org
Pastor
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Office Administrator
Vicar
Youth & Family Ministry

Staff
Rev. Christie Webb
Timothy Spelbring
Nancy Hundley
Jill Galyon
Christina Johnson
Deacon David Webb

cwebb@stmarkmp.org
tspelbring@stmarkmp.org
nhundley@stmarkmp.org
jgalyon@stmarkmp.org
cjohnson@stmarkmp.org
dwebb@stmarkmp.org

2020-21 Church
Council

Sunday Worship
Online: Check our Facebook page or our YouTube Channel

Jill Permanian, President
Kevin Lang, Vice President
Dave Okon, Secretary
Doug Trezise, Treasurer

Youth Christian Education (Fall)
WOW: Wednesdays 5:15-5:45pm & Sundays 10:00-10:30am
FaithWalk: Thursdays 4:30-5:30pm on Zoom

Janet Adams
Bob Allgaier
Judy Fell
Diane Luper
Paul Post
Susan Supergan
Julie Wenzel

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StMarkLutheranIL/
YouTube Channel: https://tinyurl.com/stmarkmpyoutube.

Adult Christian Education
Dessert Church on Zoom Wednesday 7 pm Contact the church office to connect.
Church Office Hours
By Appointment only

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center
847/873-1110
Web: stmarkpreschoolcares.org
Preschool Director

Barb Zediker

bzediker@stmarkmp.org

